
 Minutes of the Wexford Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) meeting 
Monday, 27th November 2018 at 10.00am 

Wexford County Council, Council Chamber, County Hall, Carriglawn, Wexford

Attendance:
In the Chair: 

Councillor Kathleen Codd Nolan (Public Sector)

LCDC Members:



Mr. Brian Kehoe, Wexford Local Development (Private sector)

Mr. Brian Toomey - PPN Social Inclusion Rep





Ms. Bridget Neville - Wexford Council of Trade Unions





Ms. Jeanne Hendrick – HSE (Public Sector)

Mr. Kevin Lewis – WWETB (Public Sector)

Ms. Karin Dubsky - PPN Environmental Rep

Mr. Liam Daly - Department of Social Protection (Public Sector)

Ms. Lucy Medlycott - PPN Community & Voluntary Rep

Mr. Pat Rath - PPN Community & Voluntary Rep

Mr. Peter O’Connor - PPN Community & Voluntary Sector

Councillor Tony Dempsey - (Public Sector)

Mr. Tom Banville - Local Enterprise Office (Public Sector)

Mr. Tom Enright - CE Wexford County Council (Public Sector)

Also in attendance:
 

Ms. Ann Marie Laffan, Wexford County Council

Mr. Ger Mackey, Chief Officer





Mr. Michael Sweeney, Wexford County Council


Mr. Padraig O’Gorman, Wexford County Council

Mr. Seán Kavanagh, Wexford County Council


Apologies:




Councillor Anthony Donohoe (Public Sector)

Ms. Anne Shannon - PPN Social Inclusion Rep
Mr. John Joe Kavanagh, Farming Sector

Mr. John Carley, Wexford County Council

Ms. Alice Doyle, Wexford County Council 

1. Adoption of Minutes:

The minutes of the Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) meeting of 24th September, 2018, were adopted.

Proposed:
Mr. Tom Enright


Seconded: 
Mr. Tom Banville
2. Matters Arising
None
3. Correspondence

Mr. Mackey noted that correspondence had been received from An Post in relation to the closure of the post office in Coolgreaney and a copy of this letter was circulated to all members. 

4. Community Enhancement  Programme 2018 – Phase 1 & 2
Mr. Mackey circulated and presented a list of Community Enhancement  Programme applications for consideration. The members agreed unanimously to approve these applications.

Proposed:  Cllr. Tony Dempsey
 
Seconded:  Ms. Jeanne Hendrick
Mr. Mackey presented a report to the members on smart villages and community hubs and advised members that additional Community Enhancement Programme funding of €286,636  is available to develop the concept. The program would largely concentrate on digital access for the community within a community hub. Mr. Mackey recommended that €200,000 is allocated to the Smart Villages project with €50,000 per Municipal District with 5 x €10,000 allocations each. He further recommended that out of the remaining balance that €65,000 would be allocated to Community Hubs for the purchase of necessary equipment at €16,250 per municipal district. Out of the balance of €10,000, Mr. Mackey recommended that €5,000 is allocated to Bunclody for the purchase of Christmas lights and €5,000 is allocated to the Community Resilience programme.
Mr. Daly abstained from the vote to maintain the quorum. The remaining members agreed unanimously to approve these recommendations. Ms. Dubsky noted her dissatisfaction with the Christmas lights funding decision for Bunclody.

Proposed:  Cllr. Tony Dempsey
 
Seconded:  Ms. Jeanne Hendrick
Mr. Kehoe advised members that WLD have applied for funding under the Rural Regeneration Fund for locations and venues in the county which have no shop or meeting place.
Mr. Toomey left the meeting at this point at 12.20pm.

Mr. Lewis stated that WWETB could link their Community Education Programme in with the smart villages.

5)
SICAP:
Mr. Mackey noted that Mr. Kehoe will not be able to vote on decisions on this agenda item. Ms. Hendrick absented herself from voting on these items to maintain the quorum.

-
SICAP 2019 Annual Plan
Mr. Mackey advised members that the draft 2019 SICAP Annual Plan was uploaded by WLD on 16th November 2018 and is currently being reviewed by the SICAP sub-committee. The LCDC must provide feedback to Pobal on this plan by 30th November with approval in principle of the Annual Plan by 14th December 2018. Mr. Mackey advised members that this will be listed as an agenda item for the LCDC meeting on 10th December 2018.
-
Additions to LCDC membership of SICAP sub-committee
Mr. Mackey informed members that Ms. Frances Ryan and Mr. Colm O Muiri have agreed to join the SICAP LCDC Sub-Committee. This was unanimously agreed, by a show of hands.
Proposed: Ms. Karin Dubsky

Seconded: Cllr. Tony Dempsey
-
SICAP LCDC sub-committee update/recommendation
Mr. Mackey presented a report to the members following the recent SICAP LCDC sub-committee which included the following:
· Recommendation of KPI 1 for 2019 SICAP annual plan - it was unanimously agreed to approve that the KPI 1 target for the 2019 SICAP annual plan would be set at 89.
· Recommendation of KPI 2 for 2019 SICAP annual plan - it was unanimously agreed to approve that the KPI 2 target for the 2019 SICAP annual plan would be set at 1,129 
· Recommendation of ‘Emerging Needs’ target group for 2019 SICAP annual plan - it was unanimously agreed to approve that the ‘Emerging Needs’ target group for the 2019 SICAP annual plan would be the same target group identified and agreed within the 2018 tender bid document, namely the 27 listed ‘Very disadvantaged’ small areas within County Wexford, as per the Pobal Maps Deprivation Indices 2016.
Proposed: Ms. Karin Dubsky

Seconded: Cllr. Tony Dempsey

-
SICAP case study site visit to Riverchapel/Courtown

Mr. Rath advised members that the SICAP LCDC sub-committee had undertook a site visit to Riverchapel/Courtown on 23rd October 2018 to meet with representatives from a number of local community groups. He noted that feedback received was positive but did identify a need for a community space in the area.
6. Minutes of LCDC Sub-Committees:
· LCDC Sub-Committee on Tackling Isolation and Loneliness among Older People in Co. Wexford 
The minutes of the LCDC Sub-Committee on Tackling Isolation and Loneliness among Older People in County Wexford – 2nd November 2018 were adopted.
Proposed:
Cllr. Tony Dempsey

Seconded: 
Mr. Tom Banville
7. Chief Officer’s Report 
Mr. Mackey presented the Chief Officers report which included the following:

· Community Action Plans
· Collaborative Working in the Community
· Wexford County Council Internal Audit and the SICAP Programme
· Local Economic and Community Plan (LECP)
· Community Resilience
The Members noted the contents of the Chief Officers report. 
8. Local Economic and Community Plan Update (LECP)
Mr. Mackey gave an update on the LECP and answered any questions the members had on same.
9. AOB
Mr. O’Connor asked if a session on the LECP could be arranged which Mr. Mackey agreed to arrange.
10. Date for next meeting

Mr. Mackey advised the members that the next LCDC meeting was scheduled for Monday 10th December, 2018 at 10.00am. 

11. Mr. Pat Spillane, Ambassador for Realising our Rural Potential

Mr. Pat Spillane in his role as Ambassador for Realising our Rural Potential – the Action Plan for Rural Development  joined the meeting and gave a brief overview of his role. He advised members that he was here to listen and go back to the Dept. of Rural and Community Development and Minister Ring with any messages the members had. There was a lengthy discussion on the issues in Wexford which included the following:
· The IDA are failing to get jobs to this region and needs political pressure applied
· The lack of sewerage capacity in a number of key villages is leading to sporadic development  – Irish Water need to invest in this

· AIRO report identified deprivation blackspots in the county and showed large numbers of people in Wexford travel outside of the county for work. As a result of this many of these commuters are unable to be involved in their local communities

· Large percentage of young people (approx 60%) are leaving the county and not returning

· Good broadband essential

· Solar Farms granted planning need to be able to connect to the grid but are unable to do so at present as no tariff is set

· Loneliness and isolation of older people in rural Ireland

· High numbers of vulnerable groups in the county including roma and travellers – policies required

· Climate change adaption – coastal erosion research required

· Local communities need assistance to develop local leaders and capacity to apply for funding.
_________________________

Chief Officer

Dated on the      day of             , 2018.

_______________________

Cathaoirleach
1

