Reporting Template for Noise Action Plan Progress Reports for 2024

This reporting template should be used by local authorities for reporting to the EPA on progress with actions
taken under noise action plans during 2024. It should be submitted to the EPA by the 28" February 2025.
This reporting requirement stems from the European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations 2013,
S.1. No. 549 of 2018, (the Regulations), as amended?, where under Regulation 12(10} there is a requirement
for Action Planning Authorities {APA} to submit an annual report to the EPA.
Action Plans - Regulation 12. (10) From 18 July 2019 Action plonning authorities shall report to the Agency
on all actions token under each action plan or revised action plan in the previous 12 months.
The updates provided in this reporting template will also be used by the EPA for work on Local Authority
Performance Framework (LAPF} for Environmental Enforcement. This framework includes the Environmental
Noise Directive Activities (ENDs).

Further details and background information that should be read in conjunction with completing this
reporting template are provided in the Appendix below.

Name of Action Planning Authority | Wexford County Council
Name Rory O’'Mahony
Position Senior Executive Engineer
Telephone Number 087 2787008

I
Email Address Rory.omahony@wexfordcoco.ie
Date of submission to EPA 27 June 2025

Confirmation of annual report
This annual report provides details of all actions taken under the local authority noise action plan in the
preceding calendar year, specifically during 2024.

Signed: .

7 Cd

! The European Communities (Environmental Noise) (Amendment) Regulations 2021, S.I. No. 663/2021.
hitps://www.irishstatutebook.ie/elif2021/5i/663/made/en/print
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1. Provide link(s) to access the Round 3, and where completed the Round 4 noise action plan, published by

the Acti

on Planning Authority (i.e. local authority)?

Wexford County Council Noise Action Plan 2024-2028 | Wexford County Council

2. Provide summary list of actions set out within the noise action plan, and indicate any progress made
during the previous calendar year. Where relevant, further details of progress on implementing actions
can be provided in answer to subsequent questions.

Action #

Summary of action

Summary of progress on action during
previous calendar year

WXC_M1

Support the Development of National Noise
and Other Related Policy and Guidance

Wexford County Council encourage the
integration of noise considerations into the
ongoing process of policy and guidance
development, and actively promote existing
Department of Environment, Climate and
Communications (DECC), Department of
Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(DHLGH) and the Department of Transport
{DoT) and other bodies with policies and
guidance related to noise.

| WXC_M2

| WXC_M3 |

Noise Action Plan Working Group

Member of the Noise Action Working Group
and participate in Noise Action Workshops
with the EPA.

Wexford County Council created an In-house
Noise Working Group with relevant staff
members in the Planning Section,
Environment Section and Roads Section with
the aim of meeting bi-annually to implement
and deliver the Noise Action Plan.

| Annual Report to EPA

Submit annual report to EPA was delay due to
late changeover of lead contact.

WXC_M4

Continued Investigation and Management of
Noise Complaints

The noise team investigates all noise
complaints received and in accordance with
RMCEI inspection plan, submitted to EPA on
28 February 2025. The noise team is working
with a consultant to identify a nigh time low
frequency hum in the Clonard Business area
of Wexford Town. Measurements did not

Z For some Local authorities (LAs), their Round 4 {R4) NAPs may not have been finalised until late 2024 or early 2025.
These LAs should therefore be reporting annual progress on their Round 3 (R3) NAP. These LAs may not be reporting
progress on their identified PlAs until 28" February 2026.

Far some other LAs who finalised their R4 NAP in Q3 2024, then they may be reporting annual progress that straddles
across two plans (R3, & R4) in 2024. For Q1-2 they should be reporting progress on their R3 NAP, while for Q3-4 they
may be reporting progress on their R4 NAP.
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locate the source, however a local resident
has been asked to keep a log and to note the
wind direction to assist a planned re-survey.

WXC_M5

Sta keholdgr Coﬁa boration

All national updates and information
distributed from the National Noise Steering
Group and EPA workshops are shared with
our In-house Noise Working Group which
consists of staff from Environment, Planning
and Road Sections meeting each quarter.
Staff collaborated on investigating noise
complaints and implementing the action
plan, particularly the completion of the Noise
Action Plan for publication in 2024,

WXC_Mb

Ongoing Community Engagement

The draft Noise Action Plan was published on
19 December 2024. The final Noise Action
Plan was published on 31 March 2025 and
associate AA Screening and SEA Screening
which are available on Wexford County
Council website, Wexford County Council
Noise Action Plan 2024-2028 | Wexford
County Council

Annual Reports on the implementation will
be provided to the EPA and made available
on the council's webpage.

WXC_M7

Planning Application Advice, Conditioning and
Enforcement - (Prevention)

The Planning Section of Wexford County
Council refer any planning application with an |
environmental consideration to the
Environment Section for comment. The
Environment Section review, assess and
recommend conditions where appropriate
back the Planning Section. In 2024 there were
1230 applications referred to the
Environment section of which all applications
relating to commercial premises, quarries or
waste permitted facilities were specifically
assessed for noise considerations. All
planning applications are routinely referred
to the Roads Section where a site report is
returned to the Planning Section.

The granting of planning permission may
attach conditions requiring the management
and regulation of noise emitted, including
preventative or abatement measures. These
conditions would apply to both the
construction stage and the operational phase
of the site. The conditions may reguire noise
monitoring is undertaken during the
construction and operational phases to
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demaonstrate the specific noise emissions are
not breached.

WXC_M8

Support the Implementation of Other
Relevant Plans, Projects and Strategies -
(Mitigation)

The elected members of Wexford County
Council were advised in 2024 the
Environment Section was commencing the
review and development of the Noise Action
Plan, detailing the aims and steps in
preparing the plan.

On completion of the draft Noise Action Plan
2024-2028 with the associate Appropriate
Screening Reports members of the public
were invited to make submissions through
either the council’s public consultation
webpage or via email or in writing. Copies of
the draft Noise Action Plan, SEA and AA
Screening were available to view through our
online webpage, advertised in the local
papers and at all the public libraries
throughout the county.

The submission period was from 9th January
2025 until 13th February 2025. One
submission was received from the public;
external stakeholders were consulted of
which no submissions were received. The
submission related to traffic noise through
Rosslare Harbour was addressed in section 11
of the Noise Action Plan. No submissions
were received in relation to the SEA and AA.
The Wexford County Council Noise Action
Plan 2024 -2023, assisted by Logika Group,
t/a Air Quality Consultants Ltd was published
on 31 March 2025, and a copy of the Noise
Action Plan and associated reports including
a link to Round 4 mapping is available to view
on the Council's website

Wexford County Council Noise Action Plan
2024-2028 | Wexford County Council

The EPA Return WXC DF7_10 was completed
and returned to the EPA as required under
European compliance.

The In-house Noise Working Group was put in
place with the intention to meet bi-annually
to support and implement the plan, projects
and strategies.
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The Annual Noise Action Report submitted to
the EPA will be posted on the Council’s
website to inform the public. Updates on the
progress of the Noise Action Plan will be
included in the CE’s report to members at
least twice a year.

Note: (1) Use additional rows if relevant, (2) use additional table is there were two NAPs covering the relevant year
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3. Provide details of any Priority Important Areas (PlAs) which have been addressed (or costed for
consideration} under the noise action plan in the preceding year**

To date no work have occurred within the 9 Priority important Areas throughout the county.

4. Where Priority Important Areas have been addressed {or costed for consideration} under the noise
action plan in the preceding year, provide the following details, for each priority area addressed (or
costed)”:

Priority or PIA addressed | N/A

Neoise reduction measures introduced

Estimate of the number of people benefiting
from noise reduction

Estimate of reduction in people annoyed due to
hoise

Estimate of reduction in people sleep disturbed
due to noise

Estimate of reduction in noise levels
Budget (if available)
Cost-effectiveness assessment (if available)

Cost-benefit assessment (if available)

5. Provide details of any other areas, which have been addressed (or costed for consideration} under the
noise action plan in the preceding year, where relevant.

One Active Travel project was completed in 2024, the project involved providing new footpath and
cycle paths along 1,030m section of the Newtown Road R769, plus a new bus set down and pedestrian
crossing at the Maldron Roundabout. The project is phase 1 of a larger scheme to provide alternative
travel modes leading into Wexford Town.

There were three Safer Route projects completed in 2024 improving access to primary schools.
Adamstown National School, 250m of new footpath plus pedestrian crossings.

St.Aidans National School, Enniscorthy, 260m of new footpaths plus pedestrian crossings.

Rosslare National School, 275m of new footpaths plus pedestrian crossings.

* For background on PIA information refer to the draft Round 4 Noise Action Plan guidance note that was sent via email
to the LAs on the 5 December 2024 - Noise Mapping and Action Planning - Topic Home Template.

4 If reporting annual progress on the R2 NAP, then you should provide details of priority areas which have been
addressed under the R3 noise action plan

% As above, can provide details of priority areas if reporting annual progress on the R3 NAP
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6. Where any other areas have been addressed (or costed for consideration) under the noise action plan in
the preceding year, provide the following details, for each area addressed (or costed):

Important area, MIA or IA addressed No

Noise reduction measures introduced The provision of alternative modes of travel via
the Active Travel and the Safer Routes schemes
reduces vehicular traffic in the local vicinities thus
reducing noise emissions.

Estimate of the number of people benefiting 200 x 4 projects, 800 people.
from noise reduction

Estimate of reduction in people annoyed due to

noise

Estimate of reduction in people sleep disturbed

due to noise

Estimate of reduction in noise levels 5dB

Budget (if available) Funded by NTA
Cost-effectiveness assessment {if available) Not available
Cost-benefit assessment (if available) | Not available

Page |7



7. Provide details of any material change in environmental noise in the PIA or any other area concerned in
the preceding year.

No material changes to report in the previous year.

8. Provide details of any quiet areas which have been delimited (established), or are progressing towards
being delimited, in the area concerned in the preceding year®.

No quite areas delimited in the previous year.

The In-house Noise Working Group intend to assess quite areas in 2025.

9, Where quiet areas have been delimited (established), or are progressing towards being delimited, during
the preceding year, please provide details of the methodology used to identify potential quiet areas”.

Not applicable

6 See DECC Circular Circular EP2/4 re: Re: European Communities (Environmental Noise) Regulations 2018 S.1. No. 549 of 2018 {as
amended), and the Draft Round 4 Noise Action Plan guidance note.

7 See Draft Round 4 Noise Action Plan guidance note - Section 7: Quiet Areas.
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10. For each action which the action planning authority intended to take, as set out within the NAP, provide
details of progress which has been made during the preceding year, and compare with the
implementation plan timetable in the action plan with the progress made. Indicate where proposed
outcomes have been achieved.

Moise Action Plan 2024-2028 — wexford County Counril r\)

Takle 18: Noise Action Plan Implementation
Measure :?;p;:‘:;ble heasura Description Timescate :)zl:lnentaﬁon
General — Noise Management Measures -
WAC_M1 185 Support the Development of National Noise and Other Related Policy and Guidance  Short- Long-term 20242028
WXC_M2 2,3,48&5 foise Actlon Plan Working Group(s) Bi-anmnual 2024-2028
WXC_M3 B8 Annual Report to Environment Protection Agency {(EPA) Annual 2024-2028
WXC_Ma 587 Continued Investigation and Mariagement of Noise Complaints On-going 2024-
WHC_M5 3,485 Stakeholder Collaboration On-going 2024~
WXC_Mbe 3,4, 586 Ongoing Community Engagement As required 2424-2028
Prevention - Noise'Management Measures T

Wx’c_W 5 Planning Application Advice, Conditioning an_d_Enfo_'rEem_ent On-going 2074 —
Mitigation — Nolse Management Measures T
Existing Plans, Projects and Strategies
WXC_MB 3 &5 Support implementation of Other Relevart Plans, Projects & Strategies Or-going 024

11. Provide details of any additional actions which the authority has taken during the preceding calendar to
address environmental noise which have not been reported above®. See considerations listed below in

the Appendix.

Wexford County Council completed one Active Travel and three Safer Routes to schools in County
Wexford in 2024 which will encourage the use of cycling and walking and reduce the number of

vehicle movements.

In July 2024 the elected members of Wexford County Council agreed to implement the rural default
speed limit of 60km/h on all rural roads throughout the county, giving a maximum speed reduction
of 20km/h. The speed reduction with the corresponding noise reduction has a positive impact on
roadside environment and the county. The new rural default speed limits include areas outside the
Priority Impact Areas (PIAs) identified in the Noise Action Plan 2024-2028. Wexford County Council
will be carrying out a full speed limit review in 2025 including examination of the urban speed limits.

The 11 no. PlAs will be considered in assessing the adoption of the lower speed limits.

& Local authorities to report any other actions that are relevant to the NAP, and which may not directly address a priority {PIA) or

other area.
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12. Where additional actions have been taken during the preceding year, provide the following details, for
each action®:

Area addressed No additional actions to report in the previous
year.

Noise management or reduction measures
introduced

Estimate of the number of people benefiting
from noise reduction

Estimate of reduction in people annoyed due to
noise

Estimate of reduction in people sleep disturbed
due to noise

Estimate of reduction in noise levels
Budget (if available)
Cost-effectiveness assessment (if available)

Cost-benefit assessment {if available)
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Appendix A Standard Templates

Template 1: Example Noise Log Sheet

Name and Address of Complainant:

Name and Address of Premises Complaned of:

Typeis) of Noise Nusance Expernenced:

Date |Start  |Finish ]Dwmpﬁmam Ioﬁm(:omcmnu
Time Time
e.q. Dog barking or fan whirting, o {e.g. Noise woke me up
missic pléying e.g. Noise ali day bt
worse after 8.00pm
| |
I I
I I
I |
| I
I I
I I
I |
I |
I |
I |
I I
I |
Do not forget to compiete the declaration of record details.
Dedlarabion of True Record
{* please delele as appropriale)
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Template 4: Example Record of Noise lnvestigation Site Visit

Part : General Details
[“iaspecior Mams (1)
Mok T Whed Sireegiy
[ O Calw - Seachuey tehia
1 A air .« Dhrtciionn of wined sty Dy ok & R, Tt net wind vaoed
Lggrens of vl LocEnon 7 Light breane - Wine? Jok on lece, Ioses naalie . ooy vane mcwet! by wind
3 Gl Deend - LAV 400 WOl 3wigT i COMRIt Mool
Tirre of wisK {serhval, Sepernire) Fi k7 4 Moderdie DIOuZe - PRt ousd mivd 0on Dapar, Svind! D ancise e frsoved
. e 2 5 Frash nindrt — Sl TaME i IS8 b 10 sway
Noise Monnonng L e 8 Stong dweers - Lok banches i motion, umbelise ulid with oliouty
WGERK B
investigation Rl MNo. 7 Haw Gale ~ Yok et i soson, incon, Bt whery wadking gt
abine
¥hnd Drpcoon va. 2 Ges- Iﬂpmmmwm
. ,“MH“”*‘E"""’ Aiaged 5 Sroeg Gk - Sght Byt DCUXT. (Chiny PORE, A0S TWROTG)
Yind Strength
e
Part §: Chservations
Qs Locstion (b4 Vo Dedcripod Siarl Yana P of Ctaairvalion Porsistervi Descrition

Garden, kichan)

Notes: May be usaful 10 provide skatch of locabons antd nciuda allsgad nomss: starcs Jocation.

Voluma Descriptors: 0 = Not audible, 1 = baraly sodile (i.¢, £ obsarver ramains qinst, or ondy with windows open), 3 = easily noticeabls (ie. during normal
ackvily withit the house). 4 = joud {e.g.. nead o Wim volne L on islavision 1o hear, dmpscts on nomsal convensations)

Perlod of Observation: shoukt ba o mandmusm of S minuies 21 aach locabon.

Persistenca descriptors: G = No paise, 1 = conbnuous, 2 = infarmatient,

Neisa descriptions: Dascribe nolsa if possible,
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Template 5: Example (Mfensive Noise Test

This checidist is not exhaustive and it is not Intended that i the questions ars answered ‘yes” befors a noise canbe
desmed oflensiva

Yes

Ho

O1: Is the noize toud In an pheokinte sensa? s K oud refative i othar noise i The arsa? This esiabishes that tha noise is dkely 1o
be haard by naighbours. &3 volume alons may be annoving. Al sxample would be i baing playsd 21 a wary high voume in a
rasidencs so i can ba heard over valy noksy sctivity ouiside, sich 2% consiroction work. The nolss ray siso ba loud relsive i
the background nobsa_ An sxamphe woulkd be loud Sreworks sat off fobs 3t Mpht. Noiss msasLremants 4ising 3 sound jeval meisr
would halp 1o detemning how foud the noise iz relative 1o the backoround nows Jevsd i e area.

(12: Does the noiss include characiensbcs thad make i particutady inilatmg? The presence of iones, impulses or Suctushions in
volume can make ppople movs kely 10 react io the noise, Thess can be judged subjecively but noise moasunsenants witl help 1o
guantify the axieni of thess characiaristics. Examples might be serseching sounds from poadly rmakiansd sQuIpment of 2
‘besper slarm that uses a pulsed sound made up of ore or wo allarnaiing Fequency ones, usually higher pikchad, that an
touder than the backorourd noiss in the acsa.

Q3: Does the noige soour 31 imes when poopie expact io enjoy paace and quist? People usually expoci thelr suroundings o be
qubetar during the evaning and ot might. Talk 10 the complainants about how the noisa alfscis 1ham 10 sos ¥ 1 I Fderfermg
uncaasonably with their cornfor] 2t home, ks it regutady disturbing their slesp., saking & dilficult 1o hive & conuareabon, study. rsad
ot haar the TV? Holss thal reguiarly drsiurbs sheep it Ekely 1o ba corsidarsd offentive by compisinants and this should be taken
i 2CCoUnt In your assessinent.

Q4: Is the notse aiypical for the arsa? Whers nowmsa from an ackvily that is causng nuisance i new o unustal for an aksa, peopic
are move Wkaly 1o reacl. Look al the typical Utes of the anez and delevmins whether the actiity is consistend with the jocal
snvitonmanial plan, An exampée mighi be 2 community svent wath ampified music affecting a residential arma that has nol
wadtionally bann affacied by such svents.

05: Doas tha noise ocewr ofian? Noise Gan be rone annoying when & occwrs iaquently. Exsamplas right be  leaf blowsr used
vely moning of @ band thal pracises fregunnly wikhout regard b the mpact o nesshhouns.

06: Are a nurbes of pacphe aliaciad by tha noise? Only one parson nmaeds i be affeciad by the nolss Jor # 1o be desmed
oftansive. However, talking o othér neighbours By 1 be fgposad 10 the SAmE noise about how & afiscs them mary assislin
deciding what action 10 take. Some councils have a policy of requidng & minknarm number of complaints fom diffscent individuals
hefore tnking fortmal aclon.
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Appendix B Active Travel Scheme:

Newtown Road R769, 1,030m new footpath and cycle path:
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Appendix C Safer Routes to Schools:

Google

1. Adamstown National School, 250m new footpath and pedestrian crossings:
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2. St. Aidan’s National School, 260m new footpath and pedestrian crossings:
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3. Rosslare National School, 275m new footpath and pedestrian crossings:
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