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SMALL ARTS FESTIVAL & FAILTE IRELAND FESTIVAL GRANT SCHEME 2027
GUIDELINES FOR APPLICANTS


Wexford County Council Arts Office and Community Development Department are pleased to announce a Grant Scheme for Festivals taking place in County Wexford during 2027.

The Grant Scheme is broken into 2 strands:

· Small Arts Festival 2027
· Fáilte Ireland Festival 2027


Deadline for applications: 4 pm Monday 30th November, 2026.


Strand 1 – Small Arts Festival Grant

Aims to promote and support a diverse range of small arts festivals or experimental artistic events throughout Wexford County. The focus is on festivals of artistic quality and have a strong emphasis on public engagement. We also welcome applications promoting cross disciplinary artistic collaborations and experimentation. 
 
This grant scheme is open to organisers of arts festivals that have a clear artistic purpose and takes place in County Wexford between January – December 2027. Applications will be assessed on the quality and ambition of the proposed activities, the feasibility of the events and the completeness of applications.
[bookmark: _Hlk92970722]
Applications should demonstrate:
· The ambition of the festival as a whole
· The artistic quality and reputation of the programme and artists/performers/tutors involved
· The amount and quality of the opportunities to develop new audiences for the arts
· How the festival will engage with the public, local communities and/ or visitors 
· The knowledge and experience of the team who will manage the project
· How well the project is planned, budgeted, publicised
The following categories under strand 1 are ineligible for this funding arrangement:
· School events
· Summer camps
· School exhibitions 
· School concerts 


Strand 2 – Fáilte Ireland Festival Grant

This strand supported by Fáilte Ireland aims to support festivals that will drive domestic tourism, help to improve the visitor experience in County Wexford and promote Ireland’s Ancient East as the most personally engaging cultural destination in Europe.

This strand is aimed at festivals that fit into one of the following categories:

•	Historic Festivals
•	Traditional Culture Festivals
•	Food & Drink

The following categories under strand 2 are ineligible for this funding arrangement:

•	Purely commercial events with limited tourism appeal.
•	Agricultural shows and countryside fairs with limited tourism appeal.
•	Spectator-based sporting events.
•	Circuses and carnivals. 
•	Christmas fairs and markets.

Please note before applying:

· Festivals who were successful in the previous year are not eligible to apply again in 2027 unless they have submitted their final report for the previous year.
· You may only apply for one strand.
· The total festival fund is €47,000 (Small Arts Festival - €25,000 and Fáilte Ireland Festival - €22,000) and it is a competitive selection process. 
· Applicants may apply for funds in region of €1,000 - €3,000 maximum. (Please note the average amount granted is €1,000/€2,000). 
· Recognition must be given to Wexford County Council, Fáilte Ireland, Ireland’s Ancient East, Arts Council in any promotional material associated with the  Grant Scheme applied for and logos etc will be issued to the successful festivals.
· Press release and promotional material relating to the festival/event should be submitted to the Arts Office via arts@wexfordcoco.ie at least two weeks prior to the festival/event which will be circulated to our mailing list and via social media.  
· Two complimentary tickets, if needed, should be made available to Wexford County Council prior to the festival/event.
· The festival must be completed by mid-December 2027.
· Groups should note that receiving a festival grant is limited to the current year and may not be awarded to the same group in the following year.
· Retrospective applications for past festivals are not eligible.
· Wexford County Council will not be in control of the locations where works/festivals take place, therefore it will be the responsibility of the committee to ensure the requirements of the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2013 and the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (Construction) Regulations, (where applicable) are implemented. Additional legislative requirements which may apply to the place of work will also need to be considered by the committee.
· Applicants who to wish to engage children and young people under eighteen years of age in the proposed activity, event or project must comply with the
Children First Act 2015 and the National Vetting Bureau (Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act 2012 to 2016. Please refer to Tusla, the Child and Family Agency, www.tusla.ie , for more information. 
· Wexford County Council provides funding under the proviso that projects are funded and inclusive and promote diversity.

Budget Information
Please provide a detailed budget breakdown of your proposal, itemising expenditure in detail.
Strand 1 – Small Arts Festival 2027
This strand aims to promote and support a diverse range of small arts festivals or experimental artistic events throughout Wexford County. The focus is on festivals of high artistic quality and have a strong emphasis on public engagement.
Eligible expenditure includes:
· Artistic costs
· Administrative costs
· Support costs
Strand 2 – Fáilte Ireland Festival 2027
This strand aims to support festivals that will drive domestic tourism, help to improve the visitor experience in County Wexford.
Eligible expenditure includes:
· Marketing Activity
· Event Expenditure
· Development Activities
[bookmark: _Hlk119052884][bookmark: _Hlk125022853]Provide information on all sources of income relevant to your proposed festival.  It is expected that you find at least 10% from other sources.
Assessment Criteria

The following assessment criteria will be used:

	Strand 1 - Small Festival 2027

	Strand 2 - Fáilte Ireland Festival 2027

	Overall artistic merit and benefit to the provision and development of festivals in Wexford County


	30%
	Development of historical, traditional, or food & culture event in Wexford County
	30%

	Track Record – professional & management capacity

	25%
	Tourism Impact
	30%

	Feasibility/Budget breakdown

	20%
	Feasibility/Budget breakdown
	15%

	Impact
a) Social /community
b) Artistic/cultural

	20%
	Marketing (including digital marketing)
	15%

	Marketing, social media & Branding

	5%
	Economic Impact
	10%



Application Process

[bookmark: _Hlk207273165]Applications must be received by 4 pm Monday 30th November, 2026.
Incomplete applications will not be considered. 
Please submit your application:
Via email to arts@wexfordcoco.ie  
 
Digital submission on one PDF or Word document preferred and must not
exceed 12 MB in size including support material, with all supporting material
labelled correctly

Please put in the subject Line of the email the Festival Grant you are applying 
for i.e. –

SMALL ARTS FESTIVAL GRANT SCHEME 2027 (And organisation name)

Or 

FÁILTE IRELAND FESTIVAL GRANT SCHEME 2027 (And organisation
name)
Wexford County Council promotes opportunity and inclusion for all. Should you require any additional supports to assist you with your application, please contact arts@wexfordcoco.ie or phone 053 9196369

An acknowledgement of your application will be issued within three days of 
receipt.  If you do not receive one, please contact the Arts Department.

Tel: 053 - 9196369 Wexford County Council Arts Office, County Hall, Carricklawn, Wexford, or email arts@wexfordcoco.ie  
Successful Applicants
Payment to successful applicants will be made by electronic fund transfer only. 
The first 75% of funding will be paid to the successful applicant on completion of a supplier request form which will be sent with the successful letter.  
The remaining 25% will be paid once the festival is delivered and a completed Post Event Festival Report Form (enclosed with the successful letter) has been submitted along with a minimum of 3 high resolution photos of the 2027 festival/event (images from previous years not acceptable) which are properly credited, and you have received permission to use etc and Wexford County Council Arts Office and Community Development Department reserves the right to use these images in any relevant Arts and Community Development  publicity and publications. 
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