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County Council Meeting — 11% July, 2022 — Agenda

1. Confirmation of Minutes:

1.1 Special County Council Meeting 13t June, 2022
1.2 County Council Meeting 13" June, 2022
1.3 Annual Meeting of Wexford County Council 20t June, 2022

2. Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001:

2.1 Proposed intention to dispose of a plot of land at Bridgetown, Co. Wexford to Waterford
and Wexford Education and Training Board.

3. Part Xl of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning
and Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended):

3.1 LAC2203 - Proposal to connect properties via a series of communal pumping stations
at Kilrane Village, Rosslare Harbour, Co. Wexford.

3.2 LAC2204 - Newtown Road Cycle Scheme at Newtown Road, Wexford

3.3 LAC2205 - Proposal to construct new multi storey structure of mixed use development
at Main Street, Enniscorthy, Co Wexford

4. CCTV Systems — For Approval

4.1  Enniscorthy
4.2  Bunclody

5. Chief Executive’s Report
6. Minutes of CPG

6.1  Minutes of CPG Meeting 4™ July, 2022
7. Minutes of Meetings (For Noting):

7.1 New Ross Municipal District Meeting — 11.05.2022

7.2 Rosslare Municipal District Meeting — 18.05.2022

7.3  Borough District of Wexford Meeting — 18.05.2022

7.4  Enniscorthy Municipal District Meeting —16.05.2022

7.5  Gorey Kilmuckridge Municipal District Meetings — 17.05.2022

7.6  Climate Change, Biodiversity & Environment SPC Meetings 17.02.2022, 10.03.2022,
21.04.2022

7.7  Transportation & Water Services SPC Meeting 17.11.2021



8. Correspondence and Communications

8.1 Letter from Clare County Council re: resolution dated 16.06.2022

8.2 Letter from Private Secretary to the Minister for Justice re: motion dated 17.06.2022

8.3 Letters from Sligo County Council re: resolutions dated 16.06.2022

8.4 Letter from Donegal County Council re: motion extension of culture night dated
24.06.2022

8.5 Letter from Donegal County Council re: motion extension of Tis Scheme dated
24.06.2022

8.6  Letter from Kerry County Council re: long covid clinics dated 23.06.2022

8.7  Letter from Limerick City & County Council dated 30t June, 2022.

9. Councillor’s Conferences and Training
9.1  List of Conferences/Training — List Attached
9.2  Councillor Conference Reports

e Lugo Twinning Report

10. Deferred Notices of Motions - County Council Meeting 11th April, 2022

10.1 ClIr. L. Kelly

“Wexford County Council call on the relevant minister to fund a Local Coordination
Group to support the Ukrainian refugee fleeing the invasion of their homeland,

Similar to the interagency model which was successfully used for the arrival of Syrian
refugees a number of years ago, this Local Coordination group would look at areas of
health, education, housing and general integration.”

Response of the Executive:

The Wexford Community Forum has been reconvened to assist in the coordination of
the response here in County Wexford to the Ukrainian Displaced persons situation. A
number of meetings of the Forum have already taken place and these meeting will
continue at regular intervals over the coming weeks and months. The Cathaoirleach of
the Council is a member of the Forum.

11.  Deferred Notices of Motions - County Council Meeting 13t June, 2022

111 Cilr. J. Moore

“In our efforts to promote the Circular Economy, let us ask our residents who have ofd
and unused musical instruments to donate them so that they can be given a new lease
of life.

This venture can employ the support across departments such as the Environment and
Climate Change as well as Communily. The restored old instruments can be returned fo
use in our communities, schools efc.”

3.



Response of the Executive:

If passed, this Motion will be passed to the Library / Arts Department for further
consideration

11.2 Clir. L. Kelly

“The Council agrees to write to Minister for Health Stephen Donnelly, the Oireachtas
Health Committee and the HSE CEO Paul Reid requesting that the provision of Long
Covid Clinics is retained and expanded.

The Council also agrees to raise it with our regional health board and/or local hospital
and at any other suitable juncture.

The Council then agrees lo circulate this motion to other Councils asking them to
consider the same”.

Response of the Executive:

If passed, this Motion will be forwarded to the Minister for Health for consideration with
a copy to the Oireachtas Health Committee, the HSE CEO Paul Reid and all local
authorities for consideration.

11.3 ClIr. F. O Siilleabhain

“In April 28th the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage Darragh O Brien
provided the breakdown, by local authority, of the Affordable Housing targets funded by
the Affordable Housing Fund for the period 2022 to 2026.The five-year 2022-2026 total
target has been allocated to eighteen local authority areas, where the need for
affordable housing is determined as being significant.

This Council expresses our deep disappoiniment to the Minister that Co. Wexford was
omitted from the National Affordable Housing Fund List; we ask that it will be included
immediately, and we further ask - how many families in Co. Wexford will be allocated
affordable houses this year, and in the years 23, 24 respectively?”

Response of the Executive:

County Wexford does not currently have an affordability constraint at a county level in
terms of house purchase. With this in mind, the Council Executive has commissioned
KPMG to examine the key urban centers across the County to determine if an
affordability constraint can be demonstrated at main town level. Where this occurs, the
Council will make a sub-county application for access to the Affordable Housing Fund in
respect of these areas.

Independently of this exercise, and where sufficient demand can be demonstrated, the
Council is committed to examining the delivery of small number of affordable housing

4.



units. The first such affordable housing scheme to be brought on stream will be a 20-
unit development of 3-bed semi-detached units in Ramsfort, Gorey with house prices
set to not exceed €250,000.

A roadshow top promote this Scheme is scheduled go live in Gorey Civic Centre later
this month, allowing people to see the scheme in greater detail and to register their
interest.

11.4 ClIr. L. Kelly

“‘Wexford County Council develop a clear policy in relation to how it deals with
Rhododendron. It is an invasive non native species that can cause ecosystems to
collapse because they do not coexist with our native plants once they get established.
They take over and stop a natural plant community developing. With the policy
resources should be allocated to ensure it's implementation”

Response of the Executive:

It is recommended that this Motion be directed to the Climate Change, Biodiversity &
Environment SPC for consideration, with the results of that consideration process to be
brought before Wexford County Council for further review.

11.5 Clir. D. Hynes

“This calls on the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to increase the
criteria for people applying for Social housing as the present situation is forcing people

into paying high rents and therefore into poverty and its often a choice between 'rent or
food’

Response of the Executive:

As outlined above, the Minister has now announced that the discretion rate for all HAP
tenancies will increase from 20% to 35% in all counties. The change means that local
authorities can now pay up to 35% more than the current set of HAP rates. In addition,
from July 2022, a single person will now also be eligible for the couples HAP rate.

These measures when implemented will significantly increase the ability of those on the
Housing List within private rented accommodation to meet their rent commitments.
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11.6 Clir. T. Forde

“This Council calls on the government and Minister Michael McGrath to immediately
take action to ensure that every household receives the full €200 energy credit, as was
previously guaranteed and we express our unhappiness that some tenants of Wexford
County Council who face the same increases in the cost of living as the rest of our
community, have been excluded from this full rebate due to shortcomings in the
government measure.”

Response of the Executive:

If passed, this Motion will be forwarded to the Minister for Public Expenditure and
Reform for consideration

Notices of Motion
12.1 Clir. F. O Suilleabhain

“This Council notes and welcomes the establishment of two new Citizens’ Assemblies
by the Irish Government; it further notes that Citizens’ Assemblies are powerful
democratic exercises that inform citizens, allowing them to debate specifics, develop
positions and inform policy. They have operated effectively in many jurisdictions across
the world.

This Council calls on the Irish Government to establish an all-Ireland Citizens’ Assembly
to debate and discuss our constitutional future. The debate on Irish Unity is live and
growing, and we must plan for constitutional change, in the context of the Good Friday
provision for a Unity referendum.

This Council also invites officials from the Taoiseach's Shared Island Unit to present to
Council and provide an update on activity and plans for the future.

That this motion be forwarded to the Office of the Taoiseach.”
Response of the Executive:

If passed, this Motion will be forwarded to the Office of the Taoiseach, for consideration.

12.2 Clir. T. Forde

"Due to the longterm absence of emergency accommodation in many districts and
reaffirming the previously stated will of this council that we have EA in each district, |
ask that this council examine the possibility of acquiring units or using some of our
existing housing stock for the provision of emergency accommodation and report back
to this council at our next meeting on the viability of such a plan. Such an approach
could be operated by the council or in coordination with other housing organisations on
a pilot basis."



Response of the Executive:

At present, Wexford County Council works with Ozanam House and two private
accommodation providers (one in the north and one in the south of the County) to
provide emergency accommodation. We are also working closely with an Approved
Housing Body who specialise in providing homeless accommodation. The AHB has
already delivered 12 units, with a further 6 units to be delivered, at another location. In
addition, the Housing Department makes extensive use of its own housing stock to
provide transitional accommeodation across the County, on a licence agreement. Whilst
in emergency and transitional accommodation, our Social Care Workers provide
outreach support.”

12.3 Clirs. Enniscorthy Municipal District

“Ballycarney Inn junction on the N80 is in need of urgent traffic calming. The Members
of the EMD propose urgent funds be sought from T.1.I and action taken to ensure that
traffic calming measures are implemented as a matter of urgency. Consideration is
asked to be given to any and all measures to alleviate incidents at this junction, which
have increased greatly in recent months.”

Response of the Executive:
Director of Services to respond at Council Meeting
12.4 Clir. L. Kelly

“This Council calls on Minister Heather Humphreys to ensure the adequate
remuneration of staff in Local Development Companies in order to retain and recruit
skilled and experienced staff. This is critical for the effective delivery of key
programmes, such as SICAP and LEADER, on behalf of the state.”

The importance and the value of the work carried out by the local development

companies has in the last few weeks been acknowledged by the announcement that
the SICAP won a 2022 United Nations Public Service Award.

Response of the Executive:

If passed, this Motion will be forwarded to Minister for Rural and Community
Development and Social Protection, Heather Humphreys, for consideration.

12.5 Clir. T. Forde
"This council recognises the important work of the Wexford Society for the Prevention of

Cruelty to Animals throughout our county and will endeavour to assist the group where
we can with their campaign for a new Animal Rescue Centre in Wexford."
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Response of the Executive:

The Executive acknowledges the important role played by WSPCA and are willing to
lend their efforts to secure a new Animal Rescue Centre.

12.6 ClIr. F. O Stilleabhain

“This council acknowledges that huge numbers of families in County Wexford are
experiencing a cost of living crisis at present, and are under real pressure this summer
as they try to cover Back-to-School costs including the price of uniforms, books,
voluntary contributions, lunches and transport.

We further acknowledge the need to cut Back-to-School costs this summer to ensure
families get a much-needed break from rising expenses.

This council calls for:
a. the Back to School Allowance to be extended to include middle income families,
targeting those on a Household income of €80,000 and less.

b. a 50% increase for those receiving the payment already.

(This would increase supports from €160 to €240 for parents with a child aged 4-11 and
from €285 to €427.50 for children from the age of 12 up)

c. the government to eventually work towards a fully free schoolbook scheme for
children and the elimination of fees in the school transport system on a phased basis,
along with the provision of seats for an additional 10,000 children.

d. that we work towards the introduction of a scheme to have affordable school
uniforms and the abolishment of the voluntary contribution system which can put
families under further pressure to fork out hundreds of euro. *

Response of the Executive:

If passed, this Motion will be forwarded to Minister for Education, Norma Foley, for
consideration.

Any Other Business



