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Our aim is to lead the economic, social, cultural and environmental
development of County Wexford and to provide high-quality services at local
level.

The council will use all its available resources and work in partnership with
others to overcome infrastructur al
development.

The council is committed to building strong sustainable communities with
enhanced education and better employment opportunities for all our people.

Our aim is to lead the economic, social, cultural and environmental
development of County Wexford and to provide high-quality services at local
level.

The council will use all its available resources and work in partnership with
others to overcome infrastructur al
development.

The council is committed to building strong sustainable communities with
enhanced education and better employment opportunities for all our people.

We will promote County Wexford nationally and internationally as an
exceptional place to live, visit and invest in.
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to Annual Report 2023

It was an honour and privilege to be elected as Cathaoirleach of
Wexford County Council at the Annual meeting of 23" June 2023 for

the final year of the current Council | was proud to lead my fellow

| Councillors as we continued to work alongside the Chief Executive,

' Management Team and staff throughout 2023 in delivering a
! comprehensive range of high-quality services to the people of Wexford.

The year saw continued collaboration with the various statutory,
voluntary and community bodies to

objectives to make Wexford a better place to live, workand visit. Thi s i ncl uded t he
specific initiatives and the further devel opme
't was also a particularly challenging year re

I wish to thank the various staff teams and v
chall enging situations tosenasdréhehereatevat DI
evemcreasing occurrence of severwaspleaseditohbe part@ v e r
the democratic process of signing off on the Draft Climate Action Plan 2024 7 2029 going forward

for public consultation, in October 2023.

There was continued investment in public realm improvements with interventions which will unlock
the potential of the county and help it grow and prosper as a major tourist destination. A significant
project worthy of special mention is the opening of Phase 1 of the Southeast Greenway in July
2023. This 6km stretch of spectacular off-road cycling and walking from New Ross to Glenmore is
the first part to be opened of the 24km of the Southeast Greenway, which when-fully completed,

will run to the quays in Waterford City.



Wexford County Council remains committed to supporting a Healthy Wexford where each person
can enjoy physical and mental health and well-being to his or her full potential from the youngest
to the oldest across our communities. During 2023, Wexford County Council, Slainte Care Heathy

Communities and Healthy Wexford programmes supported this objective including:

- Devel opment of the Enniscorthy 6Learn to Cy
- Provision of Calisthenics equipment at Maudlintown

- Provision of Oilgate Playground

- Taghmon Camross Community Car initiative

- Support for Enniscorthy Communit ylesiaDdmet me nt

- Development of the Happy to Chat Initiative

|l n December | was delighted to sign a Framewo
which will provide ugoctiimdIlbs b5 cenmiatdernthoinc eesuraov ror
year s.

The Community Recognition Fund provided funding for 27 projects across the County to
acknowledge the efforts of local communities, in welcoming and hosting new arrivals from Ukraine
and other countries, in a spirit of inclusion and integration. The programme specifically targeted
areas with the highest numbers of Beneficiaries of Temporary Protection Orders and International

Protection Applicants, funding projects for the benefit of all members of the community.

Many more exciting and ambitious projects were commenced during the year, while others,
developed in previous years were substantially: progressed. You will find opportunity throughout

this publication to review some of those projects and initiatives.

I | ook fbauriwariodhgt ontthhiosgpooagr @924 and wish to

Management and Staff for their support and ded

Cllr. John Fl eming

Cat haoirl each



to Annual Report 2023

As Interim Chief Executive of Wexford County Council, | welcome the
publication of the 2023 Annual Report. It reports on a year of further
in making Wexford the best place to live, work, visit and do business,

and so delivering on the objectives.of the 2019-2024 Corporate Plan

Housing provision remained a key priority, with over 170 new social

homes provided across a range of delivery streams, with 96.5% of our

new social housing target achieved. Wexford County Council
introduced Choice Based Letting in August 2023 and the 5 months

to year end saw significant positive interest and some 74 properties made available for allocation.

To further support home ownership and to help address dereliction and vacancy a Regeneration
Unit was established. The unit amalgamates the Regeneration and VVacant Homes business areas
and has led the establishment of Town Centre First Teams in both New Ross and Enniscorthy. In
addition, 66 vacant homes refurbishment grants were approved under the new Croi Conaithe Fund
in 2023.

Wexford County Council continues to be an advocate for Climate Action. We are required to identify
and implement a range of actions under a new Climate Action Plan to help meet targets of a 51%
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and the longer-term goal of a climate neutral by
no later than 2050. A new Climate Action Team of three was formed in early 2023 and the team
developed a Wexford County Council Draft Climate Action Plan, which went for public consultation
in October. The Plan will be the roadmap for delivering on our Climate Action ambitions and is to

be adopted in early 2024.

In January the process to acquire lands for a new Southeast Technological University (SETU)
campus at wakforindligsed. Mh@ Master Plan proposals for the SETU Campus and a large-
scale sports complex which includes the relocation of the Wexford FC Stadium and facilities from



Ferrycarrig Park were presented to the elected members at their November meeting. This
transformational project which spans over 120 acres at Killeens and Clonard will also provide for

over 600 social, affordable and private homes, 2 new schools and supporting community facilities.

In March Comhaltas Ceolt6iri Eireann (CCE) announced that Wexford was chosen to host the
2024 Fl eadh Cheoi | na hf£ireann. The announcen
music, song and dance was to be held in Wexford was received with much excitement and
jubilation. | would like to pay particular tribute to our elected members, who voted unanimously to

provide budgetary support from the Council towards this event which will generate an estimated

0450m in the | ocal economy.
March also sawMi ni st er for Housing, Local Government
the official 6turning of the sodé6é of Phase 1 o

currently the most significant job creation initiative for County Wexford and the South East region.
The development of Trinity Wharf is a landmark investment which will significantly enhance
Wexford Townbés profile as an attractive enviro
in the county, and for existing companies looking to expand, providing property solutions to meet

investorsod expectations.

The continued progress across many areas of importance for our citizens during 2023 reflects the
dedication and positive engagement by our Elected Members whose ongoing support is greatly
appreciated. | also want to express my sincere thanks to the Management Team and all members
of staff for their loyalty and commitment as we continue in our mission to provide services of the

highest quality to the people of Wexford.

Eddie Taaffe

Interim Chief Executive
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Clir Garry Laffan Fianna FAil Cllr George Lawlor Labour Party

Clir Maura Bell Labour Party Clir Tom Forde Sinn Fein

Clir John Hegarty Fine Gael Clir David Hynes Sinn Fein

Clir Leonard Kelly Non-Party



ENNISCORTHY MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Clir. Aidan Browne, Fianna Falil

ClIr. Kathleen Codd-Nolan, Fine Gael €ir. JagkseRCWRISIGES A/

Cllr. Cathal Byrne, Fine Gael Clir. Barbara- Anne Murphy, Fianna Fail



GOREY KILMUCKRIDGE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
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NEW ROSS MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Clir John Fleming Fianna Fail
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Cllr Michael Sheehan Fianna Fail

Clir Bridin Murphy Fine Gael
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Clir Michael Whelan Fianna Fail

Cllr Pat Barden Non-Party



ROSSLARE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

CliIr Lisa McDonald Fianna Fail

ClIr Jim Moore Fine Gael
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Clir Ger Carthy Non-Party



PLANNING & BUILDING CONTROL STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

There were three Planning and Building Control SPC Meetings held in 2023:
Thursday 19" January, Thursday 27" April and Thursday 12™ October, 2023.

Members:

ClIr. John Hegarty, Chairperson

Clir. Anthony Donohoe

Clir. Garry Laffan

Clir. Bridin Murphy

Mr. Tom Doyle (Agriculture/Farming)
Mr. Anthony Neville (CIF)

Mr. Zeno Winkens (PPE Environment)

The key items for discussion during 2023 were as follows:

Draft Taking in Charge Policy, Local Area Plans, Pre-Planning Meetings, Town Centre First,
Heritage/Biodiversity, E-Planning, Wexford Heritage Regeneration Plan,

Sustainable and Compact Settlements Guidelines for Planning Authorities, Land Value Sharing
and Urban Development Zone Bill, Active Travel, URDF Call 31 Urban Regeneration and
Development Fund, New Draft Planning Legislation/ Guidelines and Designated Marine Area
Plan (DMAP).
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ECONOMIC & ENTERPRISE STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

There were five Economic & Enterprise SPC Meetings held in 2023:

Thursday 15t February (special LECP), Thursday 2" March, Thursday 18" May, Tuesday 4™ July
(special LECP) and 8" December 2023.

Members:

ClIr. Michael Whelan, Chairperson

Clir. Aidan Browne

Clir. John Fleming

Clir. Barbara Anne Murphy

Clir. George Lawlor

Clir. Ger Carthy

Clir. Michael Sheehan

Clir. Kathleen Codd Nolan

Clir. Cathal Byrne

Mr Joe Breen (Agriculture/Farming)

Mt. John Doyle (CIF)

Mr. Niall Slattery (Business/Commercial)

Mr. Ernest Levingstone (Business/Commercial)
Mr. Dave Morris (Trade Union)

Mr. Seamus Murphy (PPN Community & Voluntary)
Mr . S e n a n(PRD& Rwiiorimient)

Ms . Mar y BPPND®otia lactugion)(
Ms. Liz Hore (Wexford County Council)

Ms. Breege Cosgrave (Wexford County Council)
Ms. Angela Lawless (Wexford County Council)

Mr. Billy Byrne (Wexford County Council)

The key items for discussion during 2023 were as follows:
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Preparation for LECP, Town Centre First policies, Trinity Wharf, Enniscorthy Technology Park,
John Street Building Regeneration Project, Oyster Lane Car Park, Gorey Market House, Wexford
Art Centre, High Hill New Ross, Adoration Convent, Wexfordia Projects, South East Greenway,
HPBA/Nzeb, Remote Working Hubs, Rebellion 225, Ireland South East Development Office
updates, SETU updates, Rose of Tralee 2023, IHF occupancy, Savannah delegations, Chinese
delegations, Tourism Ireland collaborative competition in Bilboa, Failte Ireland Meitheal 2023,

Monck Street canopy, International marketing,

TRANSPORTATION AND WATER SERVICES STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

This committdeuer immegt 220wW2i3c et o di scuss the foll owi |
T N2Rossl are Eur®eplheme Access

T N11 / N25 Oilgate StcoheRmess| are Har bour

T Roadwor ks Programme Update

T Water Services Programme Update

T Speed Limit Update & Revi ew

1" Acti ve:iTravel isnistiatives

T Revi eRvarofi ng Operations

T Continuation of Public Lighting upgrade sch

Me mber s:

Cl Pr.Breen, Chairperson

g | o S SRR 1 Conni ck

O [Tl S (RN - Bol ger

Clhlr. W Kavanagh

CHlFESE L BT Barden

(G B s o D. Dever eux

Mr. John Waters (PPN Community & Voluntary)
Mr. Tom Logan (PPN Soci al l ncl usi on)
Mr . Eoin Neville (CIlF)

Ms . Emer Ward (Trade Uni on)

Mr. Brendan Crowley ) Business/ Commerci al
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CLIMATE CHANGE, ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

The CCBDENV SPC Committee met 5 times during the year on 23" February, 27t April, 29t

June, 14" September and 6" December

Members:

Clir. M. Farrell (Chairperson)

Clir. T. Forde

Clir. L. Kelly

Clir. D. Kenny

Clir. M. Bell

Clir. J. Moore

Clir. O. Walsh

Mr. Allen Holman (PPN - Community & Voluntary)
Mr. Kevin Molloy (PPN - Social Inclusion)
Mr. Danny Forde (PPN - Environment)
Mr. Anne Marie Neville (CIF)

Mr. Joe Ryan (Trade Union)

Ms. Mary Walsh (Business/Commercial)

Mr. James Brennan (Agriculture/Farming)

The Committee dealt with regular reports on the Climate Change Adaptation Strategy 2019-
2024 implementation, Coastal Management Reports, Biodiversity Reports, Waste Management
Enforcement Reports, Reports on Environment Education & Awareness Activities, The Wexford
County Draft Climate Action Plan was recommended for public consultation. The Draft Report of
the Litter Waste and Waste Sub-Committee was adopted as was the Draft Litter Management
Plan 2024-2027 was recommended for public consultation as were New Ross Port Pilotage
Byelaws. There were presentations by LAWPRO on water quality in the County and the new

Deposit and Return Scheme for plastic bottles & cans.
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HOUSING & COMMUNITY STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

There are 12 members on the Housing and Community Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) which
includes elected councillors, representatives of farming interests, trade unions and community
and voluntary members. The committee is tasked to advise and assist the Council in the

formulation, development and review of policy.

The principal areas of activity include issues such as Housing, Community, Libraries, Arts

Service and Emergency Services.
Members:

Chair - Clir. J. Sullivan (Gorey)

Clir. J. Codd (Rosslare)

Clir. J. O'Rourke (Enniscorthy)

Clir. F. O &uilleabhain (Gorey)

Clir. D. Hynes (Wexford)

Clir. F. Staples (Rosslare)

Clir. 3. Owens (Enniscorthy)

Clir. L. McDonald (Rosslare)

Mr. William Considine (PPN Community & Voluntary)
Ms. Anne Sharry (PPN Social Inclusion)
Mr. Michael Wall (Trade Union)

Ms. Alice Doyle (Agriculture/Farming)

The Committee met four times in 2023. Among the policies and programmes discussed by the

Committee during the year were the following:

Mid- Term Review of the Traveller Accommodation Plan
Review of allocation Scheme

Choice Based Letting

Affordable Housing

Strategic Plan for Housing Disabled People 2021 7 2026

= R = = =

Homeless Service i Homeless Action Plan 2023 1 2026 approved.
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The Joint Policing Committee (JPC) serves as a forum for consultations, discussions and
recommendations on matters affecting the policing of thelocalaut hor i t yés admi ni
The JPC aims to develop greater consultation, co-operation and synergy on policing and crime

issues between An Garda Siochana, Local Authorities, elected local representatives and relevant

agencies.

The 28 members of the JPC are drawn from Elected Members, Oireachtas Members, Council
Staff, staff of An Garda Siochana, and representatives from community and other relevant

agencies.

The JPC meets on a quarterly basis. Meetings in 2023 were held on the following dates:

23" March 2023
12t June 2023
- 11% September 2023
7" December 2023 (Joint Meeting between Wexford and Wicklow JPCs)

Key items in 2023 were as follows:

- Municipal District Reports & Chief Superint
crime statistics and trends throughout the County, and the measures being taken by An
Garda Siochana to combat same

- Ongoing discussions regarding Community CCTV schemes and submission of same to
the National CCTV committee for approval

- Acquisition of the Property Marking Device and rollout of associated Crime Prevention
Scheme

- Presentation on Animal Control from the Environment Department, Wexford County
Council

- Presentation on the SAFE Youth Diversion Project by Tommy Byrne of FAB Coolcotts

- Presentation on the Garda Operating Model by Drew Harris, Garda Commissioner (joint
meeting with Wicklow JPC)
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During 2023 Wexford Borough District continued to experience growth and positive development,
fostering collaborative approaches with the business sector, local groups, and communities to
strengthen and respond to economic, social, and cultural opportunities for Wexford Town and

District.

Throughout the year, the elected members and staff were to the forefront working collaboratively
with various key stakeholders to promote the development of the district and the Wexford band

while ensuring consistent delivery of high-quality public services.

Active Travel Scheme
Works commenced on the Newtown Road Pedestrian and Cycle Scheme, Wexford Town.

Discussions are ongoing with the National Transport Authority regarding the design of the

Beechlawn / Clonard Avenue Cycle Scheme, Wexford Town

The design for the R730 Roxborough Phase 1 (Danone to Coolballow Junction) is to be

forwarded to the National Transport Authority for approval.

Light Segregation Cycle Schemes
o] Works will be integrated into main Newtown Road cycle schemes.

0 Road selected for this scheme also include cycle lanes on Drinagh Road R730 and
Ardcavan Road R741
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ROADS PROGRAMME

2023 saw further significant investment in the town and wider district under the Roads

Restoration Improvement and Maintenance Programme.

Restoration Improvement Programme

R730-31 Redmond Square to Westgate***

R889-1 School Street***

L-3005-1 Crossabeg junction***

L-3504-1 Grogans Road***

L3505-1 Faythe***

L-7511-1 Rowe Street***

L6094-4/3 Corlican Killurin

L7001-1 Ballinesker***

L-7532-1 John's Gate***

L30051-1 Ballyboggan Upper

Additional Works

L-7007-4  Castlebridge 1 Woodview to Figtree

L-3001-1 Curracloe to soccer pitch

L-3009-1 Glynn

L-7001-1 - Curracloe to Ballinesker

21



Restoration Maintenance Programme.

L-2045-7 Decl ands Pub
L-3001-1 Curracloe to Screen
L-7007-4 Ballymartin to Castlebridge
L-7017-7 Blackhall Lane

L-7018-1 Blackhall to Tomcoole

Low-Cost Safety

Pedestrian Crossing Presentation Secondary School i narrowing of the road, sustainable
drainage, pocket garden, pull in area, belisha beacon pedestrian crossing completed.

Pedestrian Crossing at Fishers Row i one way system on Fishers Row, narrowing of the road at
crossing, narrowing of the exit on the Faythe, barriers for entrance to school, belisha beacon

pedestrian crossing, ramp prior to crossing completed.

TRAFFIC AND CAR PARKING BYE-LAWS, 2023

The Wexford Borough Traffic and Car Parking Bye-Laws, 2023, following public consultation,
were adopted by Members on the 19%" June, 2023. The bye-laws required amendment to allow
fortheoneeway traffic flow system at Fisheroés Row a

the town.

RECYCLE BIN PILOT SCHEME

A recycle bin trial in 4 locations in the town centre in partnership with Big Belly Bins was trialled in
2023. Although the rate of correct recycling increased overtime there was some contamination in
the recycling. The trail will continue with signage being added to the bins of the most common
contaminated materials to try to increase compliance.
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PLANNING

Local Area Plan

Work commenced on the Wexford Local Area Plan in 2023. The plan will set out the spatial

planning strategy for the town to ensure the town can grow, support employment and homes and
can do so sustainably and successfully. A publicity campaign was launched to actively engage

the public to participate in the development of the plan so as to achieve the consensus and
support of all of those with an interest in t
which has a shared vision for the future of the town and a plan which people want to see
implemented. This initial public consultation stage ran from Thursday, 8" June 2023 to Tuesday,

8t August 2023.

The Wexford Town Local Area Plan (LAP) 2024-2030 Pre-draft Consultation Report was
completed in November 2023 and will be submitted to the Elected Members of the Council for

their consideration as part of the preparation of the Draft LAP.

Once the Draft LAP is finalised, it will be placed on public display and there will be a period of
public consultation on the Draft LAP. This public consultation period, which is likely to take place
during Q2, 2024, will run for a minimum period of six weeks during which time people will be able

to make written submissions and observations on the Draft LAP

ECONOMIC

Monck Street Canopy

N

Works on the installation of the retractable roof over Monck
Street commenced in 2023. Funding for the canopy was
secured from Failte Ireland under the Outdoor Dining
Enhancement Scheme. This canopy is the first of its kind in
Ireland and will add a unique opportunity for outdoor
hospitality in the heart of Wexford Town. The canopy will be

completed in 2024.
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Trinity Wharf Development

Onthe2™®March2 023 Mr . Darragh O6Brien TD, Minister

Heritage, officially o6turned the sodd6 on the
Trinity Wharf project is one of the most significant job creation initiatives for County Wexford and
the Southeast region, with Phase 1 of the iconic waterfront development at Trinity Wharf.

Under the Urban Regeneration Fund / Project
project. . . .
I'n I'ine with Project Il reland 20406s goal. to

of Wexford harbour offers the opportunity to develop a sustainable and exemplary town and

regional development in Southeast Ireland

Bid for Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann.

On the 11t March 2023 following a successful bid campaign, Wexford town was chosen to host
the 2024 Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann, by Comhaltas Ceoltéiri Eireann (CCE).

Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann is the world's largest celebration of Irish traditional music, language,
songs and dance, and hosting Fleadh 2024 will require a significant body of work, with input from
all relevant stakeholders required to ensure the event runs smoothly. The event will provide an
opportunity to showcase the town at its best with the potential for a huge economic and cultural

boost to the town.
24

e

u
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ENVIRONMENT

Wexford Tidy Towns

Wexford Tidy Towns were once again delighted to receive a Gold Medal in the National Tidy
Towns competition announced in October 2023. This is a huge recognition of the ongoing work

and dedication of the local Tidy Towns Committee and volunteers.

AW.pervan. v. ‘ oy

PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENTS

The Walls of Wexford Art Project

Wexford Borough District continued to work in collaboration with Wexford Arts Centre in 2023 to

manage and delivery of the remaining street art murals in Wexford Town.

A total of eight of the murals were completed

Westgate to Peter Street, which adds to the rich heritage of the town and this area.

25



Shopfront Improvement Scheme

Wexford Borough District devised a grant scheme to support businesses in the town to renovate
the front fagade of their building, both ground and upper floors.

The scheme was very successful with a total of 56 applications and committed expenditure of
090,712 in grant aid at the year end.

As part of the scheme, the owner of an unoccupied premises on the South Main Street permitted
Wexford Borough District to display a photo

history serving to enhance the building.

CCTV PUBLIC CONSULTATION

A review of the current CCTV Scheme was carried out and it was agreed to increase the number
of cameras in the town centre and to extend the use of cameras to include Min Ryan Park and
Redmond Park

Following the statutory public consultation process a Section 38 application was submitted to the
Garda Commissioner for approval on the 18" May 2023 for the existing 33 cameras across 18
locations, a further 16 cameras, at 12 new locations which combined will provide a total of 49

cameras across the Wexford Scheme.

COMMUNITY

Community Supports

The scheme of Amenity, Arts and Residents Association Grants provides much needed

assistance to community and voluntary groups and to committees in local housing estates. In

26



2023, 38 Amenity Grants were awarded totalling
28 RERe SNt dyec it St RS IS o Tt Tov G A I =D T AL ont s [ s LT,

FESTIVALS AND CULTURAL PROGRAMME

Wexford Borough District promotes and supports a vibrant festival programme throughout the

district each year. The following events took place during the year.

St. Patricks Day Festival

Wexford Motor Show

Wexford Half Marathon

National Services Da

Park Live Music Festival

Culture Night

Wexfordds Medieval Walled Town Day in conju
Wexford Stages Rally Cererhonial Start and Pairc Féirme '
Wexford Spiegeltent Festival

Wexford Opera Festival

Wexford Festival Art Trail

Art in the Open

Frederick Douglas Festival .

e — e — A e — B — S B O e — R — = R

Wexford Christmas Winterland Programme.

Video of Walled Town Day can be viewed at https://youtu.be/ Naue OhRZI

27


https://youtu.be/_Naue_QhRZI

HERITAGE LED REGENERATION PLAN

Urban Scale Interventions, Belfast were appointed the contract for the preparation of a Heritage

Led Regeneration Plan for Wexford Town, which was funded by the Heritage Council.

Following various meetings, site surveys and workshops attended by key stakeholders and a
public consultation process the plan was unanimously adopted by Members at the Ordinary
Meeting of Wexford Borough District on the 19" June, 2023 and officially launched on the 23"

June in Wexford Arts Centre.

The plan will form the basi s -ledfregenbration©fthe town,tb 6 s

support a high quality of life for its citizens, now and into the future.

CIVIC HONOURS/EVENTS

Wexford Borough District hosted several civic and mayoral receptions during 2023. The following

groups and individuals were honoured by the mayor.

1 Wexford Soroptimists 1 Mr. Frank Flanagan Marine
Watch
1 Wexford Harbour Boat & Tennis T Ms. Michell e OOG!"
Club Referee
1 Church of Ireland Synod 1 Dynamic Kick Boxing
Mr. Michael Benson, Film 1 Wexford Handballers
Producer
1 Wexford Lions Club 1 Loch Garman Band

28



May Day Ceremony i 1911 Lock Out Gate

On the 1%t May, 2023 the Annual May Day ceremony and wreath laying took place at the Lock
Out Gate in the Faythe, where the Mayor Clir. M. Bell laid a wreath in remembrance of the
leaders of the 1911 Lock Out and 700 men and their families who were affected by the Lock Out

Commodore John Barry Commemorative Ceremony

The 67" Annual Commodore John Barry Memorial Wreath Laying Ceremony took place on
Sunday 25" June. Guest of honour Minister James Browne T.D. addressed the gathering.
Wreaths were laid by Minister Browne on behalf of the Irish Government and Lt. Col. Thomas

Nolta on behalf of the United States of America.

Remembrance Sunday

The Annual Remembrance Day Service in St. Iberius Church was held on the 12" November.
Afterwards, His Worship the Mayor Clir. J. Hegarty laid a wreath at the War Memorial Monument

in Redmond Square.
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MV Kerlogue 80t Anniversary

On the 29" December, 2023, a wreath laying ceremony was held on Wexford Quay front to
commemorate the 80" anniversary of the heroic actions of the crew of the Wexford merchant
ship, who intervened to save the lives of 168 German sailors in the aftermath of a World War Il

naval battle in the Bay of Biscay.

Wreaths were laid at the MV Kerlogue monument by His Workshop the Mayor, CliIr. J. Hegarty
and Ms. Wiebke Hochhaus, whose grandfather Richard Langes was one of the rescued soldiers.

REBELLION 225 COMMEMORATION EVENTS

In April, 2023 Wexford County Council received an allocation under the Historical Strand of the
Decade of Centenaries Programme 2023 from the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts,
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media towards hosting a number of commemorative events across the

county to mark the anniversary of the 1798 Rebellion in Wexford.

Wexford Borough District hosted two events as follows:

Battle of Three Rocks Commemoration Ceremony

On Sunday the 28" May, 2023, The Battle of Three Rocks was commemorated at a ceremony at
Three Rocks 1798 Monument and Battlefield Site.

Mr. Tom Wickham, a member of the original Three Rocks Commemorative Group laid a wreath
at the Three Rocks monument, and a wreath was laid at the Battlefield Site by Her Worship the

Mayor, Cllr. Maura Bell.

30



Hi storian Dr. Ronan OOFIl aherty enthralled al/l
rebels setting up camp at the Three Rocks. Weapons used during the battle, including a pike,

replica brown-bess musk, musket balls and a carbine gun were demonstrated to the captive

audience. At t he Battlefield Site, Dr. OOFIl aherty c
redcoats were overwhelmed by the rebels led by Thomas Clooney and John Kelly. He

highlighted the importance of the Battle of Three Rocks, which led to the declaration of the

Wexford Republic. This is significant in Irish history in that this is where the first republic

originates that is subsequently reaffirmed in 1916 at the G.P.O.

The ceremony concluded with a performance of A

Wexford Townds Rebellion Commemoration Event

On the 4" June, 2023 a ceremony was held to

commemor ate Wexford Town:¢ 1‘/98

Worship the Mayor, ClIr. M. Bell opened the
ceremony in Wexford Arts Centre. An overview of the R }\ 'I;ll f;'/‘( Iléll' HII’”LMI; ',‘2 |/ /( )
rebellion event was presented by Ms. Celestine EERE TR SRS U TR,
Murphy, Historian, with Brian ¢ &Cléirigh, Historian
providing an interesting lecture on the setting up and

importance of the Wexford Republic.

This was followed by a walking tour, facilitated by

Ms. Celestine Murphy, to key locations within the
town. The ceremony concluded with a wreath being laid by Her Worship the Mayor, Clir Maura
Bell, at the Pikeman Monument in The Bullring.

The map used for the walking tour was developed for an historical walking trail of the town.
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ENNISCORTHY MUNICPIETRICT
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The staff and elected members of the Enniscorthy Municipal District continued to work together
successfully throughout 2023. They were committed to delivering high quality services, building
productive working relationships with local stakeholders and championing issues of importance to
the district. This commitment underpins a shared vision to develop the Enniscorthy District as a

location of choice to live, work and visit.

A total of eleven monthly district meetings were held with the elected members along with several

other subcommittee meetings with other stake holders.

Enniscorthy town is on the cusp of significant change in its landscape with a number of major

infrastructure projects planned for the town.

Enniscorthy Municipal District implemented the following work programme for 2023, supporting an

inter departmental approach with Wexford County Council:
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Streetscape Enhancement Scheme

The Department of Rur al and Community Devel
Streetscape Enhancement Scheme 2022 for County Wexford. Enniscorthy Town was selected by
management of Wexford County Council as the beneficiary of this grant funding for 2022. The

scheme is designed to support the upgrade and enhancement of shopfronts and street facades of

op

defined areas within the selegéad sbwat agdein Ou

Applications were received in 2023 and work was carried out, a total of 18 premises benefited from
funding to Enhance the streetscape. Businesses/Owners who took advantage of the scheme have
enhanced the look of their buildings in Enniscorthy by cleaning and painting, replacing torn awnings
and upgrading their facades and signage. The buildings now look clean and bright, the paint

colours were chosen from a heritage pallet provided by a colour consultant.

Historic Town Initiative 2023- Heritage Led Plan Enniscorthy

Wexford County Councilwer e successful in securing 040,000

to develop a heritage-led plan for Enniscorthy which will examine the existing heritage of the town
and determine what conservation focused interventions are required. A public consultation event
was held in the Market Square and Enniscorthy Municipal District offices for Heritage week. An
engagement board was set up by the consultants Urban Scale Interventions for the public to have

their say.

A Stakeholder engagement meeting was held on Tuesday 5" September followed by a walkabout
tour of the town and its heritage sites. The resulting plan will be used to inform future grant

applications for capital works.

ENNISCORTHY TECHNOLOGY PARK, KILLAGOLEY

The Enniscorthy Technology Park is located
alongside the old N11 to the south of
Enniscorthy. The site is approximately 14.5 HA
and Wexford County Council is developing the
lands as a technology park with associated

services infrastructure to facilitate investment by |

ENNISCORTHY
TECHNDLOCY

the science and technology sectors. Pa™K
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Phase 11 the development of three serviced sites is substantially complete and the construction
of the first building is well under way.

Murphy Floods Redevelopment

Wexford County Council has recently acquired the former Murphy Floods Hotel site, and adjacent
derelict properties, in Enniscorthy Town Centre. The Council now seeks to advance a proposal to
redevelop this vacant plot, which has previously secured Part 8 consent in July 2022. 06 Connor
Sutton Cronin Consulting Engineers were appointed in May 2023 to undertake full stage design
services for the demolition and site preparation elements of the scheme.

A tender competition to appoint a works contractor for the demolition works onsite has
commenced and tender assessment is underway. Phase 1 works anticipated to commence
onsite in Q1 2024.

Templeshannon Regeneration, Enniscorthy

The Templeshannon Regeneration Strategy identifies a number of enabling projects required to

achieve regeneration, including:

A Improving the public realm and streetscape in Templeshannon area

A Establishing a new link to the town centre by construction of a new pedestrian bridge
A The management and progressive transformation of the Leisure Centre Car Park

A The creation of new urban blocks for infill development.

The site investigation (SI) work for the pedestrian bridge has been completed. The preliminary
design and bridge options report has been completed taking account of the results of the Sl

works and is currently under review.

Wexford County Council is engaged with the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage in regard to a further funding application to support regeneration in Enniscorthy. The
planning Department is working in collaboration with Special Projects to develop a strategic plan

for Enniscorthy and is currently being drafted.
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ODKM Architects have been appointed to undertake concept master planning design services for
the Templeshannon Regeneration Project. This masterplan will be completed in time for the
forthcoming Urban Regeneration and Development Fund application.

Enniscorthy Town Centre & Tourism Project

The Planning Department in collaboration with Special Projects has developed a strategic plan
for Enniscorthy town centre, which was adopted at the Enniscorthy MD meeting in December
2022.

Regeneration works to the Market Square, Enniscorthy Castle Quarter and Templeshannon will

form part of a forthcoming Call 4 Urban Regeneration and Development Fund application. The

Part 8 process for Market Square and town centre street enhancement was commenced on 4
October 2023, which was designed by Mol oney OO0
Consulting Engineers. Preliminary design work on the Enniscorthy Castle Quarter project has

now also commenced and it is intended to submit a Part 8 planning application for this in Q1

2024.

ILLUSTRATED VIEW 01

0 PROM CASTLE STREEY MTO MARCEY SUUME S/l
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Enniscorthy Sports Hub

O6Leary Sludds Architects were appointed in Fe
works contractor and construction management of the Sport Hub building. A competition to

award a works contract for the sports hub building was advertised in May 2022. The lowest price
tender opened for the project exceeded the available budget and, therefore, it has been decided

not to progress with awarding this works contract. A redesign process for the project has been
completed, and it is expected to retender the project in early 2024.

Enniscorthy Municipal District have secured additional athletics equipment which will be available
to all users in 2024 and this will allow the hosting of National Events at the Sports Hub. A user-
friendly online booking system has been acquired along with an assessment on the track which

will be progressed in 2024.

Ol d Dublin Road Business Par k, Enni scorthy

A contract for the iamivteirdli spllase U awanky WVHL 2.
Ltd were appointed to c¢ommeinEcnenicsocnosrttrhuyc tNioont ho fl
(Old Dublin Road) Phase 1. This work involved
footpath streettsgapewagyshand pedestrian safety
included footpath, drainage and road | mproveme

beacon pedestrian crossings. This work was corm

An application for further fundingathaBnablese@morgr
Aut hgogriitny conjunction with the Roads & Transpor

the masterpl an. No funding was forthcoming for
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Enniscorthy Flood Defence Scheme

Statutory Process - The Minister for the Department of Public Expenditure & Reform (DPER)

issued his decision to refuse the scheme on 4" March 2022. Details are available on www.gov.ie.
Following the decision, the Office Public Works confirmed their commitment to delivering an
effective scheme for Enniscorthy. The Minister
officials from the Office of Public Works & Wexford County Council attended a special meeting of
Enniscorthy MDC on 4™ May 2022 to update the members in relation to the Enniscorthy Flood
Defence Scheme. The minister supported a Wexford County Council proposal to progress the

new River Slaney Bridge element of the scheme and the Flood Defence Works as separate

projects.

Flood Defence Scheme i Phase 1

Wexford County Council is progressing the planning consent for Phase 1 at present. This phase
includes the construction of the new River Slaney Road bridge to the south of the town, the
removal of the Seamus Rafter Bridge and the construction of a replacement pedestrian bridge.
Phase 1 will provide flood relief benefit in the town centre and enable traffic flows in and around
the town centre to be managed during the construction of the main flood defence works. The
baseline data for this phase is currently being updated. Traffic surveys are complete, ecology
survey reports are to be completed in Q1 2024. The planning application is to be submitted in Q1
2025.

Flood Defence Scheme i Phase 2

This phase of the scheme will involve the construction of the main flood relief works for
Enniscorthy, including the flood defence walls and in-river works. To progress this phase of the
project the baseline data will be updated. The scheme alternatives will be assessed, consulted on
publicly and a preferred option identified. It will then be necessary to decide on the most
appropriate planning route for the scheme. The hydrology and environmental baseline data is

currently being updated; ecology survey reports are to be completed in Q2 2024.
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Enniscorthy Walking Trails

Wexford County Council secured grant funding under the Accessibility ORIS Measure 2 Grant in
2021 for the Enniscorthy Riverside Trail. Fun
provision of resurfacing works to the entire riverside trail by the Slaney, 3km and to resurface a

e rMarc kW vk ostansd M EaRtes ! BUK B Sl RS e IS LD St M= St I S Do S
around the Urrin Footbridge. A further 050,000
Project DevelopmentMeasur e and a further 030,000 for the
ORIS Measure 1, works commenced in Q4 of 2023.

Vinegar Hill

Upgrade works commenced on the Vinegar Hill trails on 25" September. The overgrowth was cut
back, pathways widened and re-surfaced with gravel. The trails will be developed as formal walking
trails with appropriate signage. Seating for the trails has been received and will be installed to
provide resting areas for users. Upgrade works were also carried out on the monument at Vinegar
Hill.

Road Transport and Safety

Enniscorthy Municipal District received fundin
Environment, Community and Local Government under the Restoration Improvement Grant

along with funding of 0498, 027 wunder therthBrest o
improvements to the road network throughout the town and district. Numerous footpaths in the

district were also improved in relation to condition and access under Active Travel funding.

The Local Improvement Sc heme continued in 2022 and fundi ng¢

the Department of Rural and Community Development, this allowed for the completion of works
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to numerous laneways. The Community Involvement Scheme also continued, and this allowed
for the completion of drainage and resurfacing works on the public road at Ballinure & Mandoran.
Severe weather funding was also received in 2023 to finish all repairs to Bridges that were

damaged during floods in 2021 in Enniscorthy Area.

Wexford County Council (Enniscorthy Municipal District) Traffic and Car Parking Bye
Laws 2023

At the September monthly meeting of the members of the Municipal District of Enniscorthy
adopted the Draft Wexford County Council (Enniscorthy Municipal District) Traffic and Car
Parking Bye Laws 2023. The Enniscorthy Municipal District Traffic and Car Parking Bye-Laws
2023 were presented and adopted at the full council meeting on 9th October and came into effect
from 20" November 2023.

CCTV Schemes

CCTV Schemes for both Enniscorthy and Bunclody were initiated in 2023. The schemes were
unanimously approved by the members of the Joint Policing Committee. The public consultation
process was carried out and the Section 38 application for both schemes and were verbally

approved by The Garda National Advisory Committee. The scheme will be finalised in 2024.

Learn to Cycle Park is officially launched in Enniscorthy.

Enniscorthy Municipal District was delighted to officially launch the new Learn to Cycle Park on
Friday 31t March 2023. This facility is the first of its kind in County Wexford.

The Learn to Cycle Track will give young children an invaluable space for them to engage with
real life road features and its lines, signs, roundabouts and a pedestrian crossing without any
vehicular traffic. The park also includes a cycle repair station and a walking track.
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The park was funded by Slaintecare and Enniscorthy Municipal District. The Slaintecare Healthy
Communities Programme (SHCP) is a new initiative, led by Slaintecare and Healthy Ireland in the
Department of Health and delivered locally by Wexford County Council.  This collaborative
approach with local authorities working together with the local community helps us to identify

projects that are sustainable and that i1nvoke

This is a fantastic facility, and it will add to the other amenities located in this area including

Enniscorthy Community Allotments and Enniscorthy Sports Hub.

Ross Road; Enniscorthy All-Weather Astro Pitch

Sports Capital Grant U0U300K was r ec e balweatheriAstro 2 0 2

turf facility for Enniscorthy Municipal District.

The tender was awarded to MGM Partnership Contract Managers & Sole Sports and Leisure for
the construction of All-Weather Full Size Playing Pitch with Floodlighting including associated
siteworks at Ross Road, Enniscorthy. The official Sod turning took place on Monday 19th June.
Works will be completed in 2024.
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Belfield GAA Complex Development & Public Realm Improvements

Multi-Million-euro investment with
Wexford County Council investing |
circa 0400k onbs W|’:

secured from Community

Recognition Fund for the
Redevelopment of entrance to
Bellefield GAA grounds &

improved Public Realm.

Wexford County Council are

delivering Public Car Parking,
Pedestrian Crossing, Seating and Playground facility for community use.

Bunclody: Public Park & Playground

Planning permission was lodged for the new public park, car parking, playground, public toilets &
associated site at lands adjacent to Market Square providing access to the river Slaney.
Expected decision date of May 2024.

Orchard Peace Park i Place Making Project

Wexford County Council and the Irish Architectural Foundation with the co design team at Elements
of Action engaged in a place making project to look at ways to enhance the 1.2 ha space for all.
Fun interactive workshops were held with the local community to create new ideas and proposals
for the Orchard Peace Park that compliments and builds on the existing design to increase the use

of the park for everyone.

Festivals and Events

The Enniscorthy Municipal District continued to support community development in 2023 through
local festivals and events. Working closely with local groups and committees is a key objective in

Wexford County Councild s Cor porate Plan and we recogni se
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i mpl ement ation of a successful festival ©progra

map while significantly benefiting the economy of the district.

Under the 2023 Festival Programme the Enniscorthy Municipal District supported a number of
festivals, including but not limited to: -

f Ceremonial event on Vinegar Hill on the 7" March to commemorate the day the Tricolour
was first flown publicly in 1848 in Waterford City by Thomas Francis Meagher and carried
in a parade on Vinegar Hill, Enniscorthy.

Easter Monday commemoration.

St. Patricks Day Parades in a number of towns throughout the district.

Rockind Food &AugustBank HokdaysWeekenal.|

Street Rhythms Festival i 27" & 28" August.

Blackstairs Blues Festival 1 9, 10! & 11t September.

Santads Enchanted Experience.

=) =las=n) = = = =)

Christmas Festivals i Enniscorthy, Ballindaggin, Bree, Bunclody and Ferns.

225t Anniversary 1798 Rebellion -26t" May to 21st Juné

Wexford County Councild s r ecei ved funding support of 075,
Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media for the development of a county-wide commemorative
programme to mark the 225" anniversary of the events surrounding the 1798 Rebellion in Co.
Wexford. The funding, administered through the Decade of Centenaries Historical Strand,
supported a number of specific projects related to commemoration such as public talks, walking

tours, demonstrations and a 1798 summer conference in Enniscorthy.

Rose of Tralee Tour 2023

The Rose of Tralee Tour arrived in Enniscorthy on the Sunday 13 of August with a very musical
welcome to the town.  The Roses were met by locals and visitors at Enniscorthy castle and led
through the town by St. Colemans Ballandaggin Pipe Band, up to Slaney Street for a meet and
greet in The Mar ket Square. Local groups Soadith

of Dance performed on the day. The Village at Wh e e | chadka®eautiful display of strawberries
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and desserts. A small group of the Roses were taken to Vinegar Hill to overlook the historic town.
All roads then led to Bunclody Golf & Fishing Club for one last stop.

Enniscorthy Municipal District Christmas Market

The Enniscorthy Municipal District Christmas Market was
officially launched on Friday 8" December in the Market
Square in Enniscorthy. The market was stocked with a variety
of local arts and crafts, festive treats hot food and lots more.

Free family entertainment over both weekends was provided

by Giggles the Clown and Craft Central and the impressive
.

24 |

6Juggl er Brendand. Enniscort

on this event in 2024. o
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Sister Cities Agreement - City of Blacktown, Sydney Australia and Enniscorthy, County

Wexford, Ireland

Enniscorthy Municipal District hosted a visiting delegation from Blacktown City Council, led by
Clir Brad Bunting (representing the Mayor Tony Beasdale OAM) and CEO Kerry Robinson, OAM
from Thursday 25" August to Monday 28" August.

The purpose of the visit was to meet and to discuss the establishment of friendly relations between
both cities and counties by way of an interchange across the areas of economic, heritage, sport,
education and arts and an exchange of citizens and to agree on a formal Sister Cities / International
Link relationship between Blacktown City and Wexford and to grow on the significant historical

Battle of Vinegar Hill link.

The delegation received a presentation on the wide range-of services provided by Wexford

County Council and exciting developments in the pipeline for Enniscorthy and County Wexford

Over the course of their stay Enniscorthy Municipal District facilitated a meeting with Dr Karen
Hennessy, Head of Wexford Campus of South East Technological University (SETU) who outlined
areas of educational excellence delivered by SETU and their ambition for the future. It is hoped to
establish a link and partnership between universities. They also visited St. Patricks Special School

and Gaelscoll Inis Corthaidh to discuss potential partnerships by way of book or staff exchange.

Sporting linkages were made by a visit to Ferns Centre of Excellence and avisitto Ch ad wi ¢ k 6
Wexford Park where they met Michael Martin, Chairperson of Wexford GAA. It is hoped to foster
a relationship between NSW Gaelic Football Association and County Wexford GAA with a view to

developing sporting opportunities between the areas.

A Clifv e Rescie ptdiroin, - hiors'd e de-bxy  Thae's Cat-ha.oi.c'due ach’
Friday 25" August 2023 where the delegation met the rest of the Elected Members of

Enniscorthy Municipal District.

The Civic Reception included the signing of th
Municipal District and Blacktown City Council committing each Council to officially recognising
both Vinegar Hills in commemoration events as well as commitment to fostering new connections

across the areas of Tourism, Heritage, Sports, Arts and Culture.

45



On the final day the delegation visited the Enniscorthy Municipal District Chamber where Kerry
Robinson OAM provided an overview of Blacktown City Council structure and key

transformational projects.

Blacktown City Council hosted a thank you dinner in the Riverside Park Hotel and extended
invitations to all new connections they had made on their visit to Co Wexford. It is hoped that this
new agreement will assist with the establishment of a long and lasting beneficial partnership
between Blacktown City and Enniscorthy, Co Wexford both of whom are looking forward to

developing and expanding connections in the future.

Blacktown City Council has extended an invitation for a return visit in 2025 as part of the

Blacktown City Festival celebrations.

Delegation from Bayeyux, France Visit

The Cathaoirleach of Enniscorthy MD ClIr Aidan Browne welcomed the delegation from Bayeux,

France on Wednesday 26™ April and showcased all that Ferns has to offer.

This included a visit to the Ferns Castle Heritage Centre to view the Ferns Tapestry project, Ferns
Castle, the interactive Medieval Fer ns Hhehpitder i e
Thi ngs 0 Thernew pabiictartwork scheme will see the community of Ferns harvest and sell

honey from bee colonies on the grounds of St E
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Civic Recognition Evening

Enniscorthy Municipal District hosted a Civic Recognition evening in the Presentation Arts Centre
on Wednesday 14™ June to honour 10 sporting groups-and individuals in the.district for their

outstanding contribution to sport, drama and community work and education.

The individuals honoured on the night were: - Er i n Ki er nan, Jason -Bol
Enact ment Hi st ®@omink aMorycks oKatie eWwhglan, Aoife Wafer, Orla Wafer,
Enniscorthy Community Allotments, Alan Franklin, Andy Doyl e

Civic Reception Evening

The roof of Enniscorthy Castle provided the idyllic setting for a ceremony at which Enniscorthy
Municipal District gave Civic Reception Awards to 13 sports groups and individuals from the town

for their Aoutstanding contribution to sporto.
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The event was set against the backdrop of the picturesque views of Vinegar Hill and surrounds,
from the rooftop of Enniscorthy Castle.

Over 60 people attended the event which included some household names among the recipients
including: Festy Ebosele - Irish International Soccer; Tom and Dena Hogan i Hyrox; Brendan
O6Rour ke and-FEowe ml iPfotwiem g ; (Daits] Ryan M@rays Athléticsy a n
Emily Nolan and Jake Nolan-Kenpo Kar ate; Senior Womeno6s Teal
athletics; Patrick Kelly - boxing; Alfie Murphyi ki ckboxi ng; = el M B - T Y] N =T Y
Maher - pool.

The MC for the event was Fintan Kelly who gave an overview of each award recipient, and he
outlined the achievements that were being recognised. Members of Enniscorthy Municipal District

presented the awards.

There was also music performed during the ceremony by talented harpist, Una Walsh, who is
well known from her three appearances on the Late Late Show on RTE. Showcasing her
formidable talent as a musician, Una played her own compositions at the event.

Environmental Protection

The Enniscorthy Municipal District places great pride on its presentation, as evidenced by the
Council 6s annual Parks |I mprovement Programme w
maintenance of 60 acres of green areas throughout the town of Enniscorthy, the Council also

planted roundabouts on the entrances to the town and maintained impressive street side floral

displays in many areas. Wildflower planting and invasive species control were carefully managed

in various locations within the town and district during 2023.

Council Street cleaning and town presentation crews continued to present the town in an
excellent light and the fruits of their labours were enjoyed throughout the year by shoppers,

visitors and residents alike.

In the IBAL Anti-Litter League, Enniscorthy put up a good performance, in coming 8™ out of 40
towns and cities surveyed in 2023.Enniscorthy achieved a remarkable feat by securing six top
ranking sites, with a further three sites just shy of the top ranking, making Enniscorthy being

declared Cleaner than European Norms.

Tidy Towns

| mproving on our achievement | ast year securi
throughout the Enniscorthy District, supported by the Council made even further progress in search
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of national honours with Enniscorthy Town securing this year a Silver Medal in the Tidy Towns
Awards 2023 with a gain of 16 extra points to 356.

Congratul ations are extended tiacludang Enniscorty, Brae,d y
Bunclody, Ferns, Ballindaggin, Kiltealy, Kilanne and Marshalstown, and it is hoped that their
commendable efforts will receive further recognition in the future. Enniscorthy Tidy Towns is
continuing to engage with stakeholders in the community including schools, r esi den
associations, Sustainable Enniscorthy, Enniscorthy Community Allotments, Wexford Barn Owl
project, Wexford Bat Group, Wexford Environmental Network, Wexford Volunteer centre, Enjoy
Enniscorthy and Reimagining Enniscorthy to raise awareness of anti-litter initiativesandv ol unt e e

work.

Shopfront Painting & Flower Grant Scheme 2023

The Enniscorthy Municipal District Shopfront Painting & Flower Grant Scheme 2023 was
advertised on 26™ April. The scheme assisted business owners / operators to carry out works
which improved the exterior appearance of their business premises. Applications were invited from
commercial properties in the following locations: Ballindaggin, Bree, Bunclody, Enniscorthy,

Davidstown, Ferns and Kiltealy.

Recreation and Amenity

The role of community groups in the provision of recreation and amenity facilities in the
Enniscorthy District has long been recognised by Wexford County Council. In 2023 the
Enniscorthy Municipal District further supported these worthy organisations by awarding funding

in excess of 037,350 to some 68 | ocal groups u

The Enniscorthy Municipal District also administered funding to Residents Associations to assist
with planting and general estate improvements in excess of 0 1 0 , 8 Qo018 ReBident

Associations throughout the district.
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Grants Awarded under the Amenity & Arts Grants Scheme 2023

Ajax Athletic

ArtBank Bunclody

Ballindaggin Development Group
Ballycarney Development Group

Ballyduff Community Text Alert
Ballyroebuck Parish Hall

Beneath My Angels Wings

Blood Bikes South East

Bree Davidstown Community Games

Bree Tidy Towns

Bree United Soccer Club

Bunclody Boxing Club

Bunclody District Meals on Wheels
Bunclody Recreational Committee

Caim Community Development Group CCDG
Capt Thomas Wafer Branch ONE
Castledockrell Amenity Group

Catholic Guides of Ireland

Clohamon -Community Development Group
Clohamon Vintage Heritage Group
Clonegal Tidy Village Association
Community Kilrush Bingo

County Wexford Community Games
Davidstown Courtnacuddy Camogie & Ladies Football Club
Davidstown Development Association

Drumcree Historical Group
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Dunsinane Templescoby Community Group
Edermine Ferry Rowing Club

Enniscorthy & Kilrush Ladybirds

Enniscorthy Basketball Club

Enniscorthy Brownies / Guides

Enniscorthy Community Allotments

Enniscorthy District North & South Pigeon Racing Club
Enniscorthy Gospel Choir

Enniscorthy Historical Re-enactment Society
Enniscorthy Historical Re-enactment Society - Special Project
Enniscorthy Musical Society

Enniscorthy Swimming Pool & Leisure Complex
Enniscorthy Town Football Club

Enniscorthy United

Ferns Community Development Association CLG
Ferns Me n 8hed

Ferns Tapestry Group

Ferns Tidy Towns

Ferns United

Hillview Development Association

HWH Bunclody LGFA

Killanne Development Group

Kilrush Brownies / Guides

Kiltealy Celtic FC

Kiltealy Hall Development Group

Kiltealy Hall Development Group

Kiltealy Me n & /o me n\Waod hub Shed

Kiltealy Parade Committee
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Kiltealy Tidy Town Committee

London Wexford Association

Marshalstown Castledockrell Camogie Club

Marshalstown Community Centre
Martina Leacy Dance Academy

Moyne Rangers

Nolans Forge

Rockin Food and Fruit Festival

Schools Soccer Coaching Scheme
Shamrocks Ladies Gaelic Football Club
Shamrocks Rovers FC

Silver €toione 6 s

Slaney Archers

Slaney Sharks
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Grants Awarded under the Resident Association Grant Scheme 2023

Name of Organisation Allocation

Arduain Residents Association a 600 .
Ashbrook Residents Assoc a 600 .
Ballyphilip Residents Assoc. a 600.
Beachfield Manor Residents Association a 600.
Berryfields Residents Association a 600.
Bridgemeadows Residents Assoc. a 600.
Castle Manor Residents Association a 600.
Cherryorchard Heights Residents a 600.
Crory Lodgewood Residents Assoc a 600.
Gleann na Gcaor Residents Assoc a 600.
Greenville Court Residents Assoc a 600.
Gurteen Road Residents a 600.
Madeira Grove Residents Association a 600 .
Madeira Oaks Residents Assoc a 600.
Millbrook Residents Assoc a 600.
Riverwood Residents Assoc a 600.
Ryland Wood Residents Assoc a 6 00.
Urrin Vally Residents a 600.

Presentation Centre

Enniscorthy Presentation Centre is-a community arts facility in Enniscorthy. Enniscorthy
Municipal District works in partnership with Wexford Arts Centre to manage and promote the
community arts venue in the County. 2023 for The Presentation Arts Centre was one of the
busiest yet in the venue's history. The visual arts programme saw a total of 171 artists from
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across Wexford and Ireland given support through exhibition opportunities, curatorial advice and
funding guidance. Exhibition launch attendees and overall gallery visitors reached 4,358.
Meanwhile events booked in through our Ticketsolve system saw a total audience number of
4,179 throughout the year. The Presentation Arts Centre was also delighted to play a pivotal part
in the much-acclaimed Walls of Wexford Mural Trail, which was completed in 2023, as well as the
significant Creative Places Arts Council Fund that was awarded to Enniscorthy in 2023.

It is clear that Enniscorthy is entering a brand new era of arts and culture, where the town is
becoming the central hub of the south east for creatives. The Presentation Arts Centre has
massive potential to be a central part of this evolution and has demonstrated its immense value
to the community consistently with each quarterly report over the years. To adequately maintain
and evolve our vibrant programme of arts and culture, all public and rental feedback to date has
the same request: for the partnership of Enniscorthy Municipal District and Wexford Arts Centre
to consider increased investment in The Presentation Arts Centre through maintenance, repairs,

staffing and programme budgets going forward.
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Enniscorthy Castle and 1798 Centre

For 2023, the Castle saw visitor numbers of 11,238 and the 1798 Centre saw visitor numbers of
6,297 with an additional 2,758 the Santads Enc
20,293. The National 1798 Rebellion Centre and Enniscorthy Castle had visits from 65 different
community groups during 2023 - from school and active retired group tours to evening launch

events, community talks and workshops, and family entertainment events across both sites.

Enniscorthy Castle continued to bring temporary exhibitions to the second-floor space, this year
with 'Enterprise & Determination: the history of the Irish Country Women's Association' and
'Power to the People: the Electrification of Ireland and the future of sustainable Energy The
Castle also hosted exhibitions by local artists to show their work for two-four weeks between

exhibitions.

The National 1798 Rebellion Centre recognised the 225™ anniversary of 1798 with a programme
of events from May to July. A summer school in May saw a number of speakers and tours
focused on different aspects of 1798. The family Rebellion
Day in June explored the music and stories, weapons and
key figures of the rebels and the crown forces. Over 400

people participated in these events.

Santa's Enchanted Christmas saw its second year at the
National 1798 Rebellion Centre. The event ran even more
smoothly with over 2700 people attending to universally
positive reviews. The Castle remained open throughout the

lead up to Christmas with a festive display and both

locations were re-opened in early January.
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The staff and elected members of the Gorey-Kilmuckridge Municipal District continue to work
together successfully throughout 2023. They are committed to delivering high quality services,
building productive working relationships with local stakeholders, and championing the issues that
are important for the district. This underpins a shared vision to develop the Gorey-Kilmuckridge

District as a location of choice to live, work and visit.

Infrastructure Projects delivered in 2023.

There is a continuous roll-out of works of both large and small scale.

Active Town Travel Funding for 2023

Safe Routes to School 1 Gorey Central School

Esmonde Street Regeneration

Wexford County Council were unsuccessful with their Rural Regeneration and Development Fund
application for the Esmonde Street Regeneration Plan, but local funding is secure for Public Realm
Improvement Works. In November 2023 an updated proposal for Esmonde Street and Esmonde
Lane redevelopment works was agreed by the Gorey-Kilmuckridge Municipal District Committee.

It is anticipated that works will commence in Q3, 2024.

Gorey Market House Re-development

Re-development Plans for Gorey Market House were ongoing during 2023. Having acquired land
at the back of the Market House reaching out into Market Square, the aim is to develop it as a

community amenity. Proposed designs for all such works will be devised in 2024.
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Gorey Arts/Crafts Hub and Tourist Information Centre.i Gorey Market House

Wexford County Council advertised for Expressions of Interest to manage Gorey Arts/Crafts Hub

and Tourist Information Centre following the closure of this outlet in Gorey Market House in 2023.

Following the appointment of an operator at the end of 2023, it is their intention to take over the
management of the Tourist Information Centre in Gorey Market House in early 2024. Gorey-
Kilmuckridge Municipal District looks forward to working with the Group to provide this service on
the Main Street.

Community Enhancement 2023 Highlights

2020 Town & Village Renewal Scheme Courtown/Riverchapel

The Courtown to Riverchapel Maritime Walking Trail was officially opened by An Cathaoirleach,
Clir Donal Kenny on the 9" of June 2023.

This walkway has provided an invaluable link from Courtown to Riverchapel resulting in more time
being spent in the village adjacent to Courtown and therefore attracting more footfall, visitors and
economic value to the many businesses located in Riverchapel. In addition, it has provided a
valuable new amenity for residents and a safe outdoor attraction for all.to enjoy.

2020 Town & Village Renewal Scheme Boolavoque

The Boolavogue Digital Innovation Hub & Community

Centre and Heritage Garden was officially opened by Mr.
James Browne, TD on the 15! of October 2023.

This community facility in the village of Boolavogue now
provides a comfortable and well-equipped Centre that can
be used by a wide range of local clubs and societies and the
newyl andscaped garden cel ebrat

and provides an outdoor amenity for all to enjoy.
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2021 Town & Village Renewal Scheme Craanford

Funding was approved to assist with the development of a shop and digital hub in Craanford
Community Centre under the 2021 TVR Scheme. As of the end of 2023, works under this project
were almost complete. The shop was at fit-out stage and works to the Digital Hub were complete
with desks, office equipment, including a laptop and privacy pod. New windows and doors were
also installed along with a disabled access ramp to comply with building regulations.

This development of a rural remote working hub
and several other essential local services is
located adjacent to the primary school which is
linked via an underground passage. The facilities
on site at the Community Centre include creche,

sports facilities, large car park and local gym.

Pocket Forest in the Park

Local businessman Richard Mulcahy funded this initiative through the Environment Section and
Municipal Districts. Intensive tree planting has created a small area of natural woodland within the
Gorey District Park.

High density planting in this manner replicates the process by which our ancient woodlands have

formed, and. it is expected that the native species of trees will grow more rapidly consequently.
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Official Opening of Oilgate Playground

An Cathaoirleach, Clir Donal Kenny officially opened the .new playground in the. Cdm An Tobair
estate in Oilgate on the 16" of June 2023 which includes accessible pieces of playground

equipment.

Gorey Family Resource Centre

The renovation works to the new G'orey Family Resource Centre were nearing completion at the
end of 2023. The works have been funded in part from the Local Property Tax / Rates allocation
agreed by the elected members at the April Gorey Kilmuckridge Municipal District (GKMD)
Meeting.

In addition to the supports provided by the Family Resource Centre, the building, the former
Credit Union Office in McDermott Street, will also operate as a Community Centre within the
town. This arrangement is consistent with the findings of the feasibility study by Method

Consulting published last year regarding the provision of a Community Centre within Gorey.

Spaces have been provided that will accommodate groups of differing sizes.

Oulart Community Garden

This project will transform a site that is currently unkempt and overgrown into a space that the
community and visitors to Oulart can enjoy. As of the end of 2023, this project is still at the

Procurement Stage.

St. Walerands Sports Compl ex

As announced by the Chief Executive, Consultant Architects, Kenneth Hennessey have been
appointed to design the new Sport Hub at the

60



The committee comprising the GKMD Chair, officials, members of the Hockey, Cricket, Athletic
and Cycling Clubs, under the guidance of Rural Development Consultant, Dr Yvonne Byrne, met
with the architects on the 13" of December for a walkover the Sports Hub site. The site is

challenging due to the undulating nature of the ground and proximity to the railway line.

The Architects and committee are committed to providing a high-quality facility aimed squarely at

minority sports and members of the public will be an asset to the region once built.

Riverchapel Community Complex i New Community Centre

Planning permission has been granted for a new Community Centre at the Riverchapel Community
Complex. The permission arrived in time to submit a funding application under the Community

Centre Investment Fund through the Department of Rural and Community Development.

The Community Centre development, which is a collaboration between GKMD, Wexford Local
Development, TUSLA and the Riverchapel Community Complex, is a completely new build with
sports hall, changing rooms, community childcare facilities, youth café and a changing spaces room

for people with special needs. A decision on the funding application is expected in Q1 of 2024.
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Gorey Mendés Shed

On the 10 of August 2023 the keys for a newly built facility in McCurtain Street were handed
over to Gorey Mendés Shed.

Chairman of Gorey Mends Shed, Nweaford Colngy Cdumcil, e xt
John Kelly of Wexford Local Development, Dublin Energy Group Joule, who donated the solar
panels, Sean Sheridan, plumber, SKC Provides who donated sanitary products, Leinster

Kitchens & Bedrooms who supplied the kitchen, and Matty Davis, electrician.

The official handover was attended by An Cathaoirleach, ClIr Pip Breen, & Leas-Chathaoirleach,
Clir Fionntan © Stilleabhain, | | |

D2 NE&@ a{SKSR

Wexford County Council Officials, Director of Services, Ms Liz Hore, & District Administrator, Mr

Philip Knight, Senator Malcolm Byrne, and local members of Gorey Men's Shed.

Working Together 2023 Highlights

Community Group Funding

Amenity & Arts and Resident Association Grantsi n t he amount of 093, (
153 Community Groups in 2023.
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Community SupportGrantsi n t h e a Br@00mwas alloé¢atedito Community Groups within
the Gorey District Area as a once-off to address ongoing difficulties encountered by such Groups.
Projects funded included public realm improvement, environmental works, purchase of equipment
for the development or upkeep of the community, and other associated projects to improve the

locality.

North Wexford 2K Clean Initiative

Gorey-Kilmuckridge MD continues working with North Wexford |
Tidy Towns & Development Groups for North Wexford 2K. This |
initiative can be promoted by all Groups as a National Spring |,
Cliera NP r.egie ¢t and Ay oliv e's ;;"—?«-‘5
road and ensuring that it is kept litter free for the month of April. '
This year there were 75 roads/150km looked after by volunteers

and we thank them for their ongoing work.

£ -

The areas were inspected during the month of April and Gold, Silver or Bronze standards were
awarded based on the level of littering.

An Cathaoirleach, Cllir Donal Kenny welcomed Community Groups from across North Wexford to
Gorey Civic Offices & Library on the 30" of May 2023 where they were presented with their North
Wexford 2K Clean Awards. This Gorey-Kilmuckridge District initiative has again been a huge

success with communities working hard to improve their environment.

Other Awards:

The coveted status of blue flag beach has again been awarded to
Ballymoney North Beach and Morriscastle Beach this year as it re-joins an

illustrious group of beaches across the county honoured with the accolade.
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The Green Coast awarded beaches for 2023 in North Co
Wexford are Cahore Point Beach and Old Bawn Beach

acknowledging the hard work of local Clean Coast Groups.

Love Gorey Members & Community Information Evening

The Love Gorey Committee in conjunction with Gorey-Kilmuckridge Municipal District held an
Information Evening in the Ashdown Park on the 18™ of April 2023 to showcase the work carried
out by Love Gorey promoting the town and environs in relation to business, community, and

tourism.

Ms Norma Quinsey outlined some of the many events that Love Gorey has helped to drive
forward in Gorey including the creation of the Love Gorey Map, the inaugural Gorey Yellow Belly
Comedy Festival, the Rose of Tralee Tour in Wexford, Culture Night, the Christmas Switch-On
and much more. Priorities going forward include supporting the community in every way possible,
continuing to raise awareness of Gorey and North Wexford and encouraging people to live local

and support the North Wexford economy.
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Civic Functions:

Gorey-Kilmuckridge MD Civic Awards Ceremony 2023

Following the February District Meeting, a gathering to highlight the contribution that successful
individuals and groups have made to the economic, social, and cultural life of the North Wexford
area when they gained national and international recognition was held.

Our high achieving artists, sports men and
women, businesspeople and so many
organisations are important Ambassadors and
Gorey-Kilmuckridge Municipal District wanted
to acknowledge their achievements.

The last time this recognition evening was held
was May 2019, so the Cathaoirleach was
delighted to welcome all nominees to the
Ashdown Park Hotel where 10 Presentations

were made.

Visit of Students from College Bilikova, Bratislava

Gorey Educate Together Secondary School hosted
students from College Bilikova in November 2023 as part
of their new exchange programme. Students were taken
to see the sights in Co. Wexford as well as a visit to the
Dail. Apparently, a highlight of the trip was a visit to the
seaside. Being a land-locked country, many Slovakians

have not been to the seaside.

Students from both Schools were given a Civic Reception at Gorey Civic Offices. The reception
was attended by the Ambassador of Slovakia to Ireland H.E. Andrej Droba, Senator Malcolm Byrne,
representatives of the schools and host families. We hope the Slovakian students enjoyed their

stay and plans for the return visit in 2024 are underway.
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