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1. Guidelines For Applicants
The Artist in the Community Programme is open to all community groups that are members of Wexford Public Participation Network (WPPN) or communities of place and interest, that are interested in working on an arts project, with an artist from the Artist in the Community Artists Panel.  This artist’s panel comprises of 35 professional artists based in County Wexford who work in a wide variety of art forms from visual arts, music, dance, street arts, literature, circus and drama and have experience of engaging with communities. The art project must take place in 2026 and can vary in length depending on the groups needs e.g., 1-week intensive engagement or workshops that take place over a period of time e.g. 3-9 months 
2. Notes before applying 

· All projects must be completed by 04th December 2026 with final reports submitted to the Arts Office. 
· Community groups can apply for up to €3,000 to work with an artist on a creative project. Please note community groups must provide some cash or in-kind support as their contribution to this application.  

· Another strand available through this scheme is supporting a maximum of one collaboration between two or more artists on the Artist in The Community Panel with a community group, allowing them to apply for a maximum of €5,000.
· A community group may not apply for more than one project per annum.
· If a community group has already engaged with an artist via Artist in the Community Programme and wishes to further develop this relationship with the same artist, they are eligible to apply for 1 more year if they make a case for the developmental nature of this further collaboration. 
· Artists cannot apply with the same community group for more than two years in a row.

· Please note due to the competitive nature of this programme we cannot guarantee all applicants will receive funding. Applications from new community groups may be prioritised.  
· Please note community groups are not eligible to apply for funding under this scheme if they have an outstanding project from 2024 or 2025. 

· Applications will not be accepted from schools.  Schools can apply to the Arts Department “Living Art Project” for arts project support.
· Capital purchases are not covered by this funding scheme.
· The artists panel are skilled professional artists who work in a variety of art-forms. Any artists from the panel may approach a community group with a view to making an application. Equally a community group may approach an artist from the panel.  
· If a community group would like advice on the artists from the Artists in Community Panel, please feel free to contact the arts office who are happy to advise. Email: arts@wexfordcoco.ie  or call 053 - 9196564
You can access the profile of each of the artists from the panel by visiting our website at https://www.wexfordcoco.ie/arts-and-culture 
Applicants must bear in mind that the process of producing art is as important as the outcome. Each project should aim to achieve the following:

· Participants will develop their creativity and learn new skills.
· The group itself will develop, collaborate, interact, and exchange ideas with others.
3. How much funding is available per project?

Wexford County Council may provide 50% funding, up to a maximum of €3,000 per project with a single artist and a maximum of €5,000 per project with 2 or more artists form the artists’ panel. The remaining 50% cost must be matched by community groups. This can be cash or in kind or a combination of both.
4. Criteria for Assessment:

· Extent of Collaboration – Artists and participants should have a direct influence on the process and product, from start to finish; Strong collaborative projects will be prioritised over traditional teaching models (e.g., art classes).
· Artistic Outcomes – the process should result in an artistic project or event.
· Artistic Merit – the depth and quality of the artistic interaction.
· Value for Money – clear, realistic budget breakdown.
· If required Proof of Child Protection Policy and Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy a copy of the policy must be supplied with the application.
· If a community group proof of membership to Wexford Public Participation Network (WPPN).  For further information on applying to become a member of the WPPN visit: https://www.wexfordcoco.ie/community/public-participation-network-ppn 
· If you are a community of interest but not a member of the PPN - please describe the common interest of the group and its broad aims.  The group should nominate one person as liaison for the art project who has experience in project management.
5. Guide to the online portal
· You have the option of registering for an account or you can also fill in the form as a guest. 

· The application must be completed and submitted in one sitting, otherwise entered information may be lost. 

· For ease, please find all details that you will be asked to fill out below. You can then copy and paste in your answers. 

· You will receive an automatic email once you have submitted your application. 

There are six sections to this application form:

1. Details 
· Contact details, addresses etc.
2. Project

· Project aims and objectives. (500 words) What do you want this project to achieve?” It is important that you check that this fits the assessment criteria of the scheme. When setting objectives, ensure that they are specific, measurable, realistic, agreed and given a timeframe.

· Description of the project. (200 – 500 words) This should include further details on the who, what, why, where and when of the proposed art project as well as a rationale for why you are interested in working with the artist you are proposing. It should also include a timeline for any outstanding project from 2025 if applicable.

· Project participants. Describe in brief the participants you anticipate will be involved in the proposal. Please include an estimate of the age group, gender and number of participants you anticipate will be involved

· Duration of the project

· Anticipated outcomes and outputs of the project

· Publicity

· Monitoring and evaluation

3. Budget
The budget format separates art, administration, and support costs.  Wexford County Council may provide 50% funding, up to a maximum of €3,000 per project with a single artist and a maximum of €5,000 per project with multiple artists.  The remaining 50% cost must be matched by the community group. The 50% matched funding can be composed of the following:

Direct funding – this is cash input e.g. cash funding the community groups is directly contributing to the programme, ticket sales, programme sales, additional funding from other sources.

In-kind contribution – this is a non-cash input, which can be given a cash value e.g. donated venue hire, voluntary labour, in-house print, donated transport, donated equipment hire etc.  

Please include all the costs and show a balanced budget i.e. the total match-funding should equal the total grant amount sought.

The Budget will have three main sections:
· Artistic Costs

· Administration Costs

· Support costs

4. Artist

· Artist’s statement- This section is to be completed by the artist(s) who will be working on the project. (750 words) 

· Describe the artistic concept of the project e.g. artistic concept, consultation process, outcomes of the project will be with particular reference to the artist’s own professional development and how the artist(s) intends to work with the group.

5. Supporting Documents

· You are required to include supporting material online with your application. 

· This may include images, pamphlets, brochures, texts, video links.

· Max of 5 still images (PDF or jpeg only) – clearly labelled. (Max size 20MB)

· Video Showreel (You Tube or Vimeo) max 6 minutes accepted

· Catalogues, flyers, publications, reviews accepted

6. Declaration

6. Terms and Conditions:
· Projects must support Wexford County Council’s policy of social inclusion and accessibility. 
· Funding will be awarded directly to community groups.  The community group is responsible for directly contracting and paying the artist. The funding awarded from this scheme must be used to fund the artist’s fees and arts 

materials. It is advised the artist is paid 50-75% of their fee at start of the arts project and reminder on completion and submission of final report. 

· Funding may be withheld at Wexford County Council’s discretion.
· An artist can work on a maximum of two Artist in the Community schemes in 1 year. 

· If a launch or celebration is organised as part of the project, the Arts Department must be notified in advance and invited to attend.  

· The following sentence should be included in all publicity material relating to the programme:

· The Artist in the Community Programme is funded through Wexford County Councils Arts Office.
· Please also include the Wexford County Councils logo. 
· The lead contact person from the community group cannot be the lead artist(s) applying. 
· Community groups must comply with best practice / legislation in Child Protection as outlined by the Department of Health and Children – www.dohc.ie
· The community group / host organisation agrees to adhere to Health and Safety legislation and implementing associated requirements.

· Should any project be incomplete by 4th December 2026 the community group / host organisation must apply for an extension by contacting the Arts Office.
· With regard to electronic outputs, all rights are transferred to Wexford County Council and perpetual unlimited licence rights are held by the creator.

· Submission of the application form implies the community group / host organisation acceptance of the terms and conditions outlined.
· Payment to successful applicants will be made by electronic fund transfer only. 

· The first 75% of funding will be paid to the successful applicant on completion of a supplier request form which will be sent with the successful letter.  

The remaining 25% will be paid once the project is completed and a final report has been submitted along with a minimum of 3 high resolution images of the project which are properly credited in 2026, and you have received permission to use etc. Wexford County Council Arts Department reserves the right to use these images in any relevant Art Office publicity, publications.

· Wexford County Council is co-ordinating the administration for this contract.  As such Wexford County Council undertakes to use its best endeavours to hold confidential any information provided by you in this submission subject to the Council’s obligations under law including the Freedom of Information Acts 1997 and 2003.  If you consider that any of the information supplied by you in this submission should not be disclosed because of its sensitivity, you should, when providing this information, identify the same and specify reasons for its sensitivity.  Wexford County Council will consult with you about this sensitive information before making any decision on any Freedom of Information request received.  In the event of a decision to release information provided by you, you will have the option of appealing the Council’s decision to the Information Commissioner.  Please note that unless information is identified by you as sensitive, with supporting reasons, then it is likely to be released in response to a request under the Freedom of Information Acts.

Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. This open call will be operating via an online application portal via the Wexford County Council’s website.
This portal is now live for applications.
7. Key Dates: 

Deadline for applications: Monday the 2nd March 2026, 5pm
Selection Panel: week of the 9th March

Applications notified no later than 13th March 2026
Please submit your application:

· 5 images maximum for supporting images 

· Please label your supporting materials with your community’s name 

· Digital submission via the online portal only will be accepted.  
· Applications will not exceed 10 MB in size including support material. 
NB If you do not receive an email receipt that the arts office has received your application within 2 working days of sending the application, you must contact the arts office. 

We advise that all applicants submit their application before the deadline date. 

If you have any access issues around applying for this scheme, please contact the Arts Office and leave a number and we will be very happy to assist you with your application. Hard copies may be accepted following communication with the Arts Office.
For further information / queries please contact: Úna Cahill, Assistant Arts Officer, Wexford County Council Arts Office, County Hall, Carricklawn, Wexford.
T: 053 - 9196564 

E: arts@wexfordcoco.ie 
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