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“…to support and 
empower communities, 
in partnership with their 
LA, to build low carbon, 

sustainable 
communities…”

Overview of Community Climate Action Programme

Strand 1A
o Shared Island Community Climate Action - €3m central national fund
o Cross border basis: lead organisation in RoI, partner organisation in NI

Strand 1
Building Low Carbon Communities - €24m 
nationally

Funding from Dept Environment, Climate & Comms

Allocation for Wexford - €669,000



DIRECT CLIMATE ACTION

Reduce 
Greenhouse gas emissions

Increase
climate resilience

Assist transition to
low carbon economy

What is the Community Climate Action Fund for?
Projects must deliver a direct positive impact on climate change by reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions and/or helping communities adapt to the 
consequences of climate change.



What is the Community Climate Action Fund?

100% project funding

o Accessed through your Community Climate Action Officer
o Expression of Interest Application – submit online form
o Expected to open in late November / early December, for 3 months
o Project must be completed in 18 months from letter of offer
o Likely to be oversubscribed (competitive assessment) but other funding opportunities 

are available

% of fundProject ValueProject Scale

10%Up to €20,000Small Scale Projects

40%€21,000 to €50,000Medium Scale Projects

50%€51,000 to €100,000Large Scale Projects



5 project themes 



Theme 1: Community & Energy
Aim: reduce climate impact of community buildings by using 
less energy, using renewable energy and avoiding heat loss

o LED community lighting 
o Small renewable energy projects (solar, wind)
o Rainwater harvesting
o Retrofitting community buildings (identify order of priory for works, what element 

consumes the most energy)
 windows & doors
 insulation (wall, attic)
 LED lighting



Theme 2: Sustainable Travel
Aim: reduction in travel related emissions

o Cycle parking / racks
o Improving cycle way access
o Bike repair hubs



Theme 3: Food and Waste
Aim: Reduce waste, promote locally grown produce   
o Community composting facilities
o Community gardens 

- local food production
o Community fridges
- reduce GHG and redistribute food



Theme 4: Shopping and Recycling
Aim: increase variety and number of recycling facilities and reducing, reusing and 
recycling initiatives

o Re-use, upcycling (swap shops)
o Water filling stations 
o Paint recycling
o Toy library



Theme 5: Local climate & environmental 
action
Aim: take a holistic approach to managing the local environment 
and taking climate action 

o Climate resilience - measures to reduce harmful effects of 
extreme climate events 

 planted mounds to slow flood water
 storm water wetlands (check site sensitivity)

o Mini forests
o Dispersed orchards (fruit trees)
o Community gardens
o Roof gardens
o Pollinator projects



Who can apply?
Building Low Carbon Communities  

• not-for-profit organisation
• registered with PPN 

or
connected with other collectives e.g.  The Wheel, 
Tidy Towns
and /or a community group - Articles of Association 
or a Constitution - hold an AGM, approved minutes 
available

• own the land/premises or have a lease agreement 
(min 5 years)

• does not have the funds to undertake the project 
without this support



Who can apply?
Building Low Carbon Communities  

NOT eligible for Strand 1:
• Private individuals
• Commercial undertakings (including sole 

traders)
• Schools 
• National community or environmental 

organisations
• Ongoing operational / running costs
• Education / awareness projects



Financial considerations

• Up to €50,000 – seek 3 quotations

• Over €50,000 – seek 5 quotations & may require advertisement on 
eTenders if using one contractor for entire project – discuss your 
project with the Community Climate Action Officer

• Invoices must be paid by the Community Group before the grant claim 
can be submitted (quarterly drawdowns as work is completed)

• Tax clearance cert / reg number required before payment of grant
• Bank / Post Office account in the name of the applicant group
• Can your group claim back VAT? If so, costs must exclude VAT



Preparation

- Decide what do you want to do 
- Why is your project needed? (does energy usage warrant the works?) 

- Have regard to the Themes:
Representation of more than 1 theme in a 
project will elevate your application
(e.g insulation, rainwater harvesting, bicycle parking,
community garden, water filling stations, swap shop)

- Ask questions - Meet the Community Climate Action Officer
- One application per organisation
- Partner up with another group using the premises



Preparation
Costs:
- Understand what is eligible. Value for money will be a factor 
- Prepare realistic, accurate budget (inflation?)

Completing application form:
- Have regard to the programme’s objectives
- Supply supporting information (impact, energy 
consumption, form a project delivery subcommittee, 
show track record with previous grants)

Make Planning Permission enquiries:
- Does the project require planning permission?
- Is the building listed as a protected structure?



Approximate timeline

MayAprilMarchFebJanDecNovOct
2024

Talk to 
Community 

Climate Action 
Officer (CCAO) 

Application 
Window

Meet CCAO, 
plan, cost, 

complete & 
submit 

application

Evaluation & 
selection Letter of Offer 

if successful

18 months completion



Get the ball rolling now!

•Decide on the scope of your project

•Seek quotations (ensure like-for-like)



Online Application Form

• User friendly platform
• Updates and link to form will be on Council Website (google Wexford 

CCAP)



Get on the Climate Action mailing list!



MORE DETAILS….
Google search:  Wexford CCAP



What projects 
would your 

community do, 
representing 

what themes? 

Next step - project planning 
with Clinton Donovan

Wexford Community Climate Action Officer 
Tel: 053-9196443   087-2139870
climateaction@wexfordcoco.ie





Community Climate Action Programme
Online Application Form



Video tutorial is available on the website
google: “Wexford CCAP”























Assessment
Criteria































Wexford Public Participation Network

An Overview



What is the PPN?

Under the Local Government Act 2014, PPNs were 
established as a way to build a network of community, social 
inclusion and environmental groups who work within a local 
authority area.

The PPN purpose is to empower and assist groups to 
participate in local decision making.



Main Objectives of Wexford PPN

Sharing information across members and to members. 
Information can vary from details of public consultations, training 
events, funding opportunities to member events.

Helping groups in achieving their objectives, by further developing 
themselves, through access to conferences, training, mentoring, 
networking, seminars etc .

Offering communities a seat and a voice at the decision-making 
tables within the county - allowing members to help in shaping 
important decision making.

Informing

Developing

Representing



Our Member Groups

Currently, we have 426 registered member groups.

Gorey/Kilmukridge – 97
Rosslare – 77
Wexford – 94

New Ross - 84
Enniscorthy – 74

Pillars
Community - 346
Social Inclusion - 59
Environmental - 21



Apply online to join

www.wexfordppn.ie

• Average of 4 weeks for membership to be ratified
• Group must have been formed at least 6 months ago



Thank you for 
attending.


