
Minutes of Meeting of Joint Policing Committee

Held on Monday 9th December, 2019 at 11.30 a.m.

 In the Council Chamber, Carricklawn, Wexford.

Attendance:

Members of County Council:
Cllr. M. Whelan, Chairman.

Cllrs. P. Bardon; 
P. Breen; 
G. Carthy; 
J. Codd; 
G. Laffan; 
Cllr B. Murphy; 
F. Staples; 
J. Sullivan. 
Cllr. G. Lawlor,
Cllr. B.A. Murphy,
Cllr.  Mary Farrell.
Members of Oireachtas:

James Browne TD
Gardaí:



Superintendent James Doyle (Wexford)
Superintendent Jarlath Duffy (Wexford)





Superintendent John McDonald (New Ross)






Superintendent Gerard McGrath (Enniscorthy)





Sergeant M. Kennedy (Courtown Harbour) 






Sergeant Colum Matthews (Enniscorthy)
County Council Officials:

Mr. J. Carley, Director of Services

Ms. A. Byrne, Senior Executive Officer
Ms. Liz Stanley Senior Staff Officer -Gorey
Community Representatives:
Mr. D. MacPartlin





Ms. M. Quinn





Mr. P. Walsh





Mr. T. Clyne





Mr. D. Kennedy

Apologies:



Mr. T. Enright, Chief Executive 
Chief Superintendent Denis Ferry
Cllr. A. Browne
Cllr. F. Ó Súilleabháin
Mr. P. Collins, County Secretary

1. Confirmation of Minutes of JPC Meeting 9th of September
On the proposal of Cllr. G Carty seconded by Cllr. J Codd, the minutes of the meeting of 9th September, 2019, were agreed and adopted.
2. Matters Arising
Cllr. P Breen asked if representation had been sought from the IFA.  Ms. A. Byrne advised that she would confirm same with view to having a representative in place for the next meeting.
Members discussed the recent incident at Rosslare Europort and commended all the services involved for their sensitive handing of the situation.  It was agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister for Justice Charles Flanagan seeking assurances that all necessary resources including the provision of detection equipment would be made available at Rosslare Europort.
3. Interaction with the Municipal Districts
The Chairman outlined the structures in place previously at Municipal District level.  It was agreed that a revised format was required to meet local needs.  It was decided that each Municipal District would hold a minimum of four meetings each year with respective local Gardaí personnel as part of their monthly schedule of meetings.  In addition each Municipal District will hold at least one joint public information event with respective local Gardaí personnel each year.
The responsibility for development of Bye Laws will revert to the County Joint Policing Committee and it will manage the approval and adoption of the Wexford County Council Substance Misuse Bye Laws currently at pre-draft stage.
4. Wexford Divisional Policing Plan 2020 (Draft):

Superintendent Jarlath Duffy advised of progress on the 2020 Divisional Policing Plan.  He advised that there had been relatively few public submissions most of which concerned community policing and greater visibility of Gardaí.  He presented an outline of the plan for members stating that it would be submitted for approval by the assistant commissioner on Monday the 17th of December.
A number of issues were raised by members following the presentation:

· District Plans for each District

· Community Alert Systems

· The management of anti-social behavior amongst children and juveniles
· Then role of the Gardaí reserve

· The application of leniency in drugs related sentencing

Cllr. G Carty asked that the Gardaí investigate the possibility of stations have a defibrillator for use at accidents and emergencies.  Mr. D Kennedy asked about the availability of a sign language interpretation.  Superintendent J. Duffy noted that the Gardaí had a clear commitment to provide appropriate services but that it may not always be available depending on times and locations.
5. Chief Superintendents Report:

Superintendent J Doyle gave the report on behalf of Chief Superintendent D Ferry.  Members raised a number of issues following the presentation including:

· The resources devoted to cyber crime
· The implications of increased numbers of reported road traffic accidents and the possibly link to road conditions
· The allocation of resources across the Gardaí districts

Mr. D. Mc Partlan asked for further detail on the nature of the substances involved in drug prosecutions.  Mr. J Carley noted that Wexford County Council Engineers visit the scene of serious road incidents and where necessary improvements grants are sought.
6. Launch of Garda Youth Awards
Deferred to end of the meeting

7. Courtown Riverchapel CCTV Scheme:

The changes to this scheme based the direction of the Gardaí Commissioner were noted, it was approved on the proposal of Cllr. P Breen, seconded by Cllr J Sullivan.  Members were asked to approve a similar change to the proposed Enniscorthy CCTV Scheme.  This was approved by Cllr. Barbara Ann Murphy and seconded by Cllr. J Sullivan. It was noted that should approval be given for live viewing in the Gardaí Stations both systems would permit same.
8. Irish Town New Ross – follow up Report

Superintendent J Mc Donald advised that whilst the situation had improved somewhat there were still ongoing issues.  It was agreed that the matter be referred to the Municipal District for Gardaí and elected members to discuss what local solutions might be employed.

9. Schedule of Meetings
10th of February


11th of May


13th of July


9th of November
10. Correspondence

The Chairperson referred to the correspondence received from Mr. Pat Rath, Wexford PPN noted

11. In Committee

No matters for discussion
Chairman noted that the launch of the Garda Youth Awards would follow

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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