Minutes of Meeting of Joint Policing Committee

Held on Monday 9th September, 2019 at 11.30 a.m.

 In the Council Chamber, Carricklawn, Wexford.

Attendance:

Members of County Council:
Cllr. M. Whelan, Chairman.

Cllrs. P. Bardon; P. Breen; G. Carthy; J. Codd; J. Hegarty; 
G. Laffan; B. Murphy; F. ÓSúilleabhain; F. Staples;
J. Sullivan.
Gardaí:



Chief Superintendent Denis Ferry





Inspector Jarlath Duffy 






Superintendent John McDonnell (New Ross)






Inspector Syl Hipwell (Enniscorthy)

County Council Officials:

Mr. T. Enright, Chief Executive

Mr. J. Carley, Director of Services

Mr. P. Collins, County Secretary

Ms. A. Byrne, Administrative Officer

Community Representatives:
Mr. D. MacPartlin





Ms. M. Quinn





Mr. P. Walsh





Mr. T. Clyne





Mr. D. Kennedy

Apologies:



Cllr. A. Browne





Cllr. G. Lawlor





Cllr. B.A. Murphy





James Browne, TD
1. Election of Chairperson
On the proposal of Cllr. Joe Sullivan seconded by Cllr. Pip Breen, Cllr. Michael Whelan was proposed as Chairperson of the JPC and this was agreed by all present.
2. Election of Vice-Chairperson

On the proposal of Cllr. Bridin Murphy seconded by Cllr. G. Laffan, Cllr. Frank Staples was proposed as Vice-Chairperson of the JPC and this was agreed by all present.

3. Confirmation of Minutes of JPC Meeting 29th April 2019:
On the proposal of Cllr. Pip Breen seconded by Cllr. Michael Whelan, the minutes of the meeting of 29th April, 2019, were agreed and adopted.
The Cathaoirleach M. Whelan then took the chair and welcomed the Chief Superintendent and congratulated him on his appointment to the Wexford Division.  He also welcomed new members to the JPC and he looked forward to his second term as Chair of the JPC.
Mr. T. Enright, Chief Executive, also welcomed the Chief Superintendent and highlighted that the County Council has a very good working relationship with the Gardai and he hopes that will continue and looks forward to working with the Chief Superintendent and his staff over the coming years.
The Chief Superintendent Denis Ferry thanked the Cathaoirleach and Chief Executive for their kind words and advised that he was delighted to be appointed Chief Superintendent in County Wexford and he is looking forward to meeting people at this meeting and in the broader community.  

Matters arising from the minutes – a number of issues were raised by members including the following:

· Any improvement in the situation in Irishtown – the Chief Superintendent advised that there had been an improvement in so far as patrols were patrolling Irishtown and this was working well generally.  However, he agreed that there was some anti-social behavior still being carried out in the locality.  

4. Ratification of Community Members Membership:
On the proposal of Cllr. G. Laffan seconded by Cllr. J. Sullivan it was agreed that the Community element of the JPC would continue as previously and it was also agreed to include the IFA in that group. 
5. Wexford Divisional Policing Plan 2020 (submissions by Friday 20th September):

Inspector Jarlath Duffy then outlined the proposed new Policing Plan for the division which was in preparation at present and advised that the consultation phase is part of the process which has to be completed by 20th September 2019. The Plan will develop around the following six pillars:
· Community Policing

· Protecting People

· Securing the State

· Human Rights Foundation

· Our People

· Transforming Our Service

Following his presentation he asked the members of the JPC to make any submissions they have with regard to the Policing Plan by 20th September 2019 and he hoped that the submissions would be reviewed by the 3rd week of October 2019 and would then come back to the JPC.
A number of issues were then raised by members of the JPC including:

· District Plans for each District

· Community Alert Systems

· Plans for Cyber Crime Unit in Wexford

· Community Groups and Garda Management

· Improvement of how Gardai deal with the community in particular with regard to Community Alert Groups – the Chief Superintendent responded by noting that anything that can improve community engagement with the Gardai is welcomed.  He agreed that he would meet with Ms. Quinn with regard to Community Alerts in time for the onset of winter.  He also agreed to hold District meetings with regard to Community Alert Groups.

6. Chief Superintendents Report:

The Chief Superintendent gave the following presentation and a number of issues were raised by Members of the JPC including the following:

· Driving without seatbelts
· Size of signage in Courtown

· Drink Driving

· Data for drug detection in the Gorey area

· Break-ins to cars at beaches

· The link between speeding and road fatalities

· Dedicated drugs personnel in the Division

· Number of dog units in the Division
7.  Schedule of Meetings:

It was agreed that a full schedule of meetings will be presented to the November Meeting of the JPC.
7. A.O.B.

On the proposal of the Chairman, the meeting then went into committee to discuss a number of sensitive issues including drink driving and drug dealing cases.
Cllr. G. Carthy asked about the current status on Rosslare Europort dealing with Brexit. The Chief Superintendent advised that a report is being drawn up regarding this matter and he will revert to the Council when he has more information.
The Chief Superintendent also advised that no decision had yet been made with regard to the location of the Divisional Headquarters for Wexford/Wicklow.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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