

Minutes of the New Ross Municipal District Monthly Meeting
held on the 15th October 2025 at 14:30hrs in the 
Council Chamber, The Tholsel, Quay Street, New Ross.


Presiding:		Cllr John Dwyer – An Cathaoirleach 

Councillors:		Cllr John Fleming – Leas Cathaoirleach
			Cllr Pat Barden 
Cllr Marty Murphy
Cllr Michael Sheehan
	 
Officials:		Alan Fitzhenry – District Manager
Áine Waters – Staff Officer
Michelle Duffin – Assistant Staff Officer
Eamonn Hore – Director of Services
David Murphy – Executive Engineer (Roads)
Lynda Lacey – Head of Finance
Abigail Nuzum – Executive Planner

Remote:		Cllr Bridin Murphy 
Melissa Goff – Senior Staff Officer (Environment)
			Martina Donoghue – Administrative Officer (Housing)
			
Apologies: 		

						
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr John Dwyer, confirmed that the requisite quorum was in place, welcomed all those in attendance and commenced the meeting.


1. [bookmark: _Hlk99097924]Confirmation of Minutes 

1.1 [bookmark: _Hlk72224741][bookmark: _Hlk95476903]Monthly Meeting 
The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of 10th September, 2025, were proposed by Cllr Michael Sheehan and seconded by Cllr Marty Murphy. 	

1.3 Matters Arising	
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meetings.









Sympathies 
Cllr Sheehan expressed sympathies to the Kielthy family of the Bosheen on the passing of Anna, to the Conlon family of the Bosheen, and to the family of Norman Jacob, in particular to Dean Waters a former staff member of the district.
Cllr Fleming expressed sympathies to the Grace family of Ballyanne on the passing of Sean, and to the Furlong family of Dunanore on the passing of Kathleen.  
Cllr Marty Murphy expressed sympathy to the Hearne family on the passing of Iseult, and wished to be associated with condolences to the Grace family on the passing of Sean. 
Cllr Barden expressed sympathy to the O’Gorman family of Taghmon on the passing of Paddy.
Cllr Bridín Murphy mourned the passing of her uncle, Dom Murphy of Mullingar. 
The District Manager added to Cllr M. Murphy’s remarks by expressing condolences to staff member Áine Waters, cousin of Iseult Hearne. 


Congratulations
Cllr Fleming congratulated Nuala Slevin-Reck and David Reck of Courtnacuddy on their Social Farming initiative, and also wished best of luck to the teams playing in the upcoming County Finals, especially Cloughbawn.  
Cllr Barden wished best of luck to Bannow-Ballymitty in the Intermediate A Football Championship Knockout against Cloughbawn, and also to Fethard St Mogue’s in the Intermediate Hurling Championship Final against Cloughbawn.
Cllr Dwyer congratulated the excellent work by the caretaker of the Augustinian, Anna, on the brilliant job she has done to clean the place up. 
Cllr Sheehan added to Cllr Dwyer’s remarks by noting the work done by the district staff in chasing up the clean-up of the Augustinian steps.











Due to the scheduled presentation on the Draft Budgetary Plan (GMA) 2026, An Cathaoirleach recommended the suspension of Standing Orders. 

Cllr Sheehan proposed the suspension of Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr Barden. Standing Orders were duly suspended.

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr Dwyer, requested the order of business to be reflected in the minutes.




3.   Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the                                          
      Municipal District Members

3.1 Draft Budgetary Plan (GMA) 2026
The Head of Finance delivered her report before taking queries raised by the Members;

Cllr M. Murphy queried the allocation for School Meals. 
Cllr Sheehan raised a query regarding the replacement of the Derelict Sites levy with a tax collected by revenue and if the Council loses this money as a result, and if there will be a different rate of tax in each area. 
Cllr Dwyer enquired how much was collected by Derelict Sites.
Cllr Barden asked for clarification on the amounts the Members are allocated. 

The Head of Finance responded to the Members queries;
· The allocation of funding for school meals is an historical function and has not been changed. 
· The replacement of the Derelict Sites levy with a tax does not affect the GMA but will look into the details of the allocation of these funds. 
· Very little is collected on Derelict Sites as it is usually collected upon sale of renovation of the property.
· A more detailed breakdown of Members allocations was provided. 

Director of Services Eamonn Hore advised regarding the derelict sites tax that Revenue have advised that it won’t be less than 7%, set nationally and collected by Revenue but no indication has been given as to where the funds will go. 

Cllr Sheehan noted that the allocation of funds to the Members does not mean they have money to hand out, and that it was decided that those funds would be communal funds for projects or initiatives in the district. 

On the proposal of Cllr Michael Sheehan, seconded by Cllr John Fleming, the Draft Budgetary Plan General Municipal Allocation (GMA) 2026 was adopted as presented. 

Mr Hore added a note of thanks to Ms Lacey and the Finance Section for co-funding towards our projects, in addition to the GMA. 

This concluded the presentation on the Draft Budgetary Plan 2026. Ms Lacey departed the meeting. 


2.  Consideration of Reports and Recommendations

2.1 District Managers Report 
The District Manager delivered his monthly report and highlighted the following information;

EVENTS
Official Openings of The Shambles & Duncannon Fort Works
We have spoken again with the Ministers office regarding a new date for the official openings and will circulate it to the Elected members as soon as we have it. 

Eugene O’Neill Festival 2025
On behalf of the District, I would like to send huge congratulations to the organisers of the 2025 Eugene O’Neill Festival. The final event of the Autumn Festival Series saw large crowds and brought significant business and visitors to the town and district. 
As part of an almost fully sold-out weekend of theatre and music, we welcomed to New Ross a large California delegation, strengthening our Friendship City relationship with Danville. We also welcomed a cast of professional actors, academics and members of the Board of the Eugene O’Neill Foundation and Society. In total over 30 visitors from California and the wider US, visited New Ross for a week, in addition to the large crowds in the theatre each night. Well done to all involved.

New Ross Piano Festival & Culture Night 2025
The 19th New Ross Piano Festival enjoyed yet another excellent year in St Mary’s Church and a diverse programme from celebrated international and local artists was offered. Visitors and performers travelled from all over the world to New Ross and the reviews have been glowing. We wish them well now with their planning for their 20th milestone next year.
Working with the Wexford County Council Arts Section, New Ross once again took part in the national Culture Night on Friday 19th September. It was the largest New Ross District programme ever and included family workshops, street tours, and live performances, culminating with Screen Wexford’s Film Screening at St. Michael’s Theatre, a showcase of short films by talented local filmmakers.

All of these Festivals are supported by Wexford County Council and the New Ross Municipal District and the organisers are very grateful to the Elected Members of New Ross Municipal District for their continued support.

Nollaig New Ross 2025 
The Christmas Team has met to discuss the 2025 Christmas campaign for New Ross Town. We are all looking forward to the Christmas lights “Switch On”, which takes place on Saturday 29th November and signals the start of Christmas 2025. The Cathaoirleach, Cllr Dwyer, accompanied by Santa Claus and a lucky child from the District, will turn on the New Ross lights. An art competition has been circulated to all primary schools in the New Ross District and a winner will be chosen from this to help Santa press the red plunger on the evening. We will have our traditional Santa parade to the Tholsel as well as live musical entertainment on the day and the Panto Characters will be on hand to meet the children too. In a change this year we are planning to start live music and building the atmosphere from 4pm to encourage footfall in the town centre. The hugely successful Sensory Santa will return again this year and online booking will go live November 3rd.  
As always and with the support of the Elected Members, we will invest heavily this year in the Christmas campaign with our Christmas lighting in town and “Switch On” ceremony, and to provide festive cheer we will provide 11 Christmas trees around the town, including a new tree this year in Brennan’s Lane. Working with our partners, we will have further information on the Christmas campaign at the November meeting.
We would ask everyone to support New Ross and District again this year and come and enjoy the festive season and the buzz in New Ross Town. Please remember to shop local at Christmas. 

The Haunted Hill
As Ireland is officially the home of Halloween and New Ross is one of the oldest towns in Ireland, the High Hill Norman Gardens will be transformed into the Haunted Hill from Friday 24th October until Monday 3rd November. Expect ghosts and ghouls, skeletons and headstones for a fun photo opportunity and a reason to visit New Ross Town Centre this Halloween. We ask the community to respect this fun project for children and adults alike with a reminder that CCTV is in operation in the area. All are welcome.

PROJECTS
CCTV
Educom are due to complete the final fitting of the new CCTV infrastructure in New Ross starting today and over the coming weeks. 20+ cameras are now fully operational. The centre of town is being fitted this week, with final cameras to be fitted in the graveyard and on the remainder of the High Hill later this month. 

The Shambles
The project is at completion stage. 

Duncannon Fort Works
[bookmark: _Hlk150265759]This project is at completion stage. 

Motorhome Park
Further environmental assessment has been requested by the NPWS in this Natura 2000 site. A more detailed EIS will now need to be compiled and An Coimisiún Pleanála will be required to make a decision. 

Quay Street Regeneration
Waterford based Malone O’Regan Consulting Engineers continue to work on the detailed design for the Pedestrianisation of Quay Street. Project Team meetings are taking place with MOR every 2-3 weeks. The plan is to see the tender for construction issue in the new year, with works commencing in the spring.

[bookmark: _Hlk182390094]Sports Capital Pearse Park
The District Team has prepared the final submission for the Dept. and this is to be submitted before the end of October. Once approved, works can begin on the various sections of this project over a 12 month period.

New Ross Skate Park
This project is “shovel ready” and awaiting a funding opportunity from the Government. 

New Ross Courthouse Project
The District Team, working with Special Projects, submitted an application at the end of July under the 2025 Town & Village Renewal Scheme, for the renovation of the old Courthouse building in New Ross. There is no update from the Dept. yet, but we hope it will be successful in securing the necessary funding. 

St Stephen’s Cemetery Digitalisation Project
A long planned and required project for the mapping and digitalisation of the cemetery records has commenced. After an exhaustive search and procurement process, an IT company called PlotBox, has been successful in securing the contract. PlotBox are a specialist company in the area of graveyard mapping and management software and work with local authorities in Ireland, the UK and 15 other countries.

Drone flight mapping has already taken place and records transferred, and we plan to see this vital project completed within 6 months. My thanks in particular to Michelle Duffin of the District Team here for her work to date on this project. 

OTHER ITEMS

Make Way Day 2025
New Ross was the focus for Make Way Day 2025. A promotional video showcasing the town and the regeneration works to date was produced and launched, while acknowledging that more works are needed and imminent. A pop-up stand in Brennan’s Lane, staffed by Wexford County Council gave out information on the day and glasses were available to try out and experience what it’s like to navigate streets when you are visually impared. The event afforded the local community an opportunity to view improvements and to have a say on what future improvements they would like to see regarding accessibility.

New Ross Library Extension Update
An open evening was held for members of the public in New Ross Library last week, with plans on display for the library extension. Attendance was good on the night and the Architects were there to answer any questions. Wexford County Council has appointed Hall, Black, Douglas Architects as the architectural and project management lead consultant for the extension and refurbishment of the building. Construction is expected to commence on the extension in early summer. 

Armistice Day Ceremony
As is tradition the annual Armistice Day Ceremony and wreath laying will take place on 11/11 at 11am in St Stephen’s Cemetery. Invitations to this event will follow in the coming weeks. 

Upgrades at New Ross Wexford Park in Hartford, Connecticut
The park in downtown Hartford, named after New Ross due to our Sister City status, has recently undergone works and seen a new park established which further celebrates New Ross. 
The new ‘Dan Carey Pavillion’ was recently completed nearby the original location and the park re-dedicated at an event overseen by the Mayor of Hartford last Friday. Dan Carey was the former City Clerk of Hartford, Connecticut, who was instrumental in establishing the sister-city relationship between Hartford and New Ross in 1994. He was a key contact for the relationship and had a deep love for New Ross. We look forward to visiting the Pavillion on our next visit to Hartford and we sincerely thank and congratulate all involved in Connecticut.


Cllr Sheehan raised concerns regarding the condition of the garden centre on approach to the town, noting the legal issues in place, but requested a further clean up of the site until a tenant is in place. 
Cllr Sheehan also requested that we follow up with Eir on their building at Barrack Lane and if we have received a response to our previous correspondence.
Cllr Sheehan asked that we write to the Minister for Sports to ascertain when the next call for the Sports Capital Fund will open for 2026 to ensure we are ready to apply for the Skate Park. 
Cllr Sheehan also enquired when a plan will be available for Quay Street pedestrianisation. 
Cllr Barden enquired about the Sports Capital works in Pearse Park, and asked if we could return the compliment to Hartford by dedicating something to them in our town park. 
Cllr M. Murphy requested we write to the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine for an update on the Fethard Slipway works.
Cllr B. Murphy asked if we could progress with the opening of the Shambles without the Minister as it has been ready now for some time.
Cllr Barden asked what are the plans for use of The Shambles.

The District Manager provided the following updates:
· No response from Eir but will chase it. 
· Plans for Quay Street are to be brought to the December meeting for the Members approval but can be brought sooner if ready.
· We will write to the Minister regarding 2026 Sports Capital funding.
· The Shambles is almost ready, furniture still to be purchased, we should have a date for November meeting.
· Clarified the Sports Capital works to be carried out in Pearse Park, which is full resurface of MUGA, with second entrance installed and replacement nets etc., additional public lighting to be installed, resurface the long jump track, an extension to the athletics store, and installing a teenage friendly space.
· Original plan for the Shambles was an outdoor dining or multi-use space, with seating and heating in place, has potential for events and exhibitions, will be opened everyday for the use of the public toilets. 

Director Eamonn Hore advised regarding the garden centre that there is interest in developing it as a garden centre and occupant should be in place in due course. Mr Hore gave an update on the Fethard Slipway noting an issue with MARA but will follow up and provide an update to Cllr M. Murphy.

Cllr Sheehan enquired about the future plans for Brennan’s Lane and the Shambles, such as casual trading markets, and if we could operate such stalls on licence until byelaws are in place. 

The District Manager advised that we need Casual Trading Byelaws in place before we can look at casual trading in Brennan’s Lane or the Shambles, however we are exploring the idea of having Student Enterprises trade out of market stall huts for our Christmas event, and possibly moving them to Brennan’s Lane for Saturday markets in the run up to Christmas. If successful, we can explore the idea of Country Markets or the likes. 



[bookmark: _Hlk179363395][bookmark: _Hlk173241865][bookmark: _Hlk165365738][bookmark: _Hlk161065317][bookmark: _Hlk88561505]2.1a Special Projects Report
None. 



2.2 Roads Report
The Executive Engineer delivered his report before responding to queries from the members;

Cllr Fleming requested an update on the accident at the creche in Monamolin, and also the dangerous bend in Ballyanne at the pub, and if its possible to put another speed-ramp in Adamstown, and requested updates on the Taking in Charge of Beechview and Cois Cuain, and is updates on all TIC applications could be brought to the next meeting.
Cllr Sheehan also welcomed the TIC works, and asked if something could be done to get Pondsfields over the line due to the condition of the roads there. 
Cllr Dwyer requested the Engineer resurface the streets at the Bullawn. 
Cllr Barden thanked the Engineer for the speed feedback signs, and asked for road works for the diversion route of the greenlink at Baginbun. 
Cllr M. Murphy raised concerns about speeding in Gusserane village and enquired about the traffic study results, and also asked for works to the greenlink diversion route. 
Cllr Barden reported that there is no stop sign at the Mill in Foulksmills. 

The Engineer advised the following:
· Has looked at the Ballyanne and Monamolin areas with the RSO and looking into additional line marking.
· Will look at installing an additional ramp in Adamstown.
· Will have TIC updates at next meeting for all estates. 
· A revised PEP has been submitted for works to Parkfields for TIC, and has priced surfacing works Pondsfield but no budget at present, both potential candidates for next year. 
· No further funding for greenlink diversion route, remaining section will be done in coming 2 years from roads budget. 
· Will forward Gusserane traffic study once complete, and will look into missing stop sign in Foulksmills. 

Cllr Sheehan raised issue with the lack of funding for roads in town, specifically in residential areas and estates, and noted that there is no similar scheme as the Local Improvement Scheme that residents of town can apply for funding for road works.

A discussion ensued among the Members.

 



2.3 Housing Report
The Administrative Officer delivered her report before taking queries from the Members:

Cllr Fleming queried the development of 50 units in Rosbercon and many concerns were raised at a public meeting regarding same, noting that there is not a lot of community facilities and could look at providing a public park in partnership with Kilkenny County Council. 
Cllr Sheehan also raised concerns regarding the Rosbercon development, and enquired if the Part 8 application will be presented to the Members at the November meeting. 
Cllr Sheehan also raised concerns with the report from Housing on the inspections at Ard na Bhile and the issues reported from tenants, noting the poor calibre of work and the allocation of properties. 
Cllr Dywer supported Cllr Sheehan’s statements regarding Ard na Bhile, and raised concerns regarding the lack of bin stores in one particular area whereby security issues and health & safety issues have been identified.
Cllr Fleming enquired about the snagging process and who reports maintenance issues. 
Cllr Barden enquired about who signs off on the completed houses, and Cllr Sheehan enquired about the follow-up process.

The Administrative Officer responded to the Members as follows:
· Snagging of properties is done by the Council’s technical team before the sale closes, noting that some issues are not established at that stage. 
· Allocations are signed off by the AO herself and she is satisfied that they all came through the allocation scheme.
· Will look into the issue of bin storage at the area identified and see if an arrangement can be made. 
· There is a builders guarantee in place for the first 12 months after the sale whereby the developer is responsible for maintenance issues. 
· Will talk to Senior Architect about concerns raised on the Rosbercon development and have updates at November meeting. 

The Area Planner advised the Members that the Part 8 application for the Rosbercon development will be brought before the Members and that each submission is incorporated into the Chief Executive’s report to the Members.

Director Eamonn Hore noted that all properties require some level of snagging, and suggested every complaint reported be collated and submitted to Housing for action. 

The District Manager noted that the planned skate park is located in Rosbercon which provides a car park and community amenities for the area which can be expanded subject to funding. 

The Members noted that they have all received correspondence from residents of Rosbercon regarding this development.

A discussion among the Members ensued. 
2.3a Housing Report – New Ross Only
Noted.


2.3b Housing Capital
Noted.


      2.4 Planning Report
The Executive Planner delivered her report before clarifying certain matters for the Members.

Cllr Sheehan requested a copy of the policy on solar farms be circulated to the Members, also requested a copy of the Derelict Sites register with a view to going after the owners, particularly the buildings on the Quay Front, and lastly requested an update on the Town Development Plan which contains zoned areas for residential and commercial development.
Cllr Barden enquired about the changes to the Planning legislation regarding log-cabins or modular homes, will the CDP be disregarded by the new legislation with regards areas on the outskirts of town where it is difficult to get planning permission, and if the current restrictions in the CDP could be looked at given the current housing crisis. 
Cllr Fleming enquired about the restrictions and conditions on solar farm developments. 
Cllr M. Murphy raised the issue of the lack of connections available to mains sewage causing issues for private houses in rural areas.

The Planner responded to the Members queries as follows:
· Will circulate the Derelict Sites register.
· The Forward Planning team are surveying the towns currently for updating the Urban Area Plan.
· Will circulate the Energy Plan, noting that there are certain criteria for solar farm developments and that there is no national guidance, it is catered for in the CDP.
· The Exempted Development legislation public consultation closed in August and there is no guidance from the Dept. as of yet. 
· Rural development and restrictions on development closer to urban areas will be assessed by the Forward Planning team in updating the CDP.

Cllr Barden asked for clarification on the new legislation for building a separate living unit or granny-flat extension to an existing property.
Cllr M. Murphy requested clarification on solar farm applications. 

The Planner advised that guidance on the new legislation has not been circulated and so cannot advise regarding any changes. 
The Planner clarified the process for a solar farm application. 

Cllr Barden enquired about wind farms and if they are similar to the solar farm. 

The Planner advised it is a similar process to the solar farm applications. 
Cllr Sheehan asked if the Members are advised of solar farm supplications, similar to significant developments. 
Cllr Dwyer enquired about restrictions on selling properties in coastal zones, particularly derelict properties. 

The Planner advised that the Members would receive the weekly planning lists but are not engaged directly on solar farms unless significant, and that there would be restrictions on local need when selling derelict properties in coastal areas. 


2.5 Planning Decisions – Grants 
Noted.


2.6 Planning Decisions – Refusals 
Noted.

[bookmark: _Hlk145418197]
      2.7 Libraries Archives & Arts Report
       Noted.

	
[bookmark: _Hlk74048996]      2.8 Community Development Report
      Noted.


[bookmark: _Hlk158708577]2.9 Environment Report
The Senior Staff Officer delivered her report before taking queries from the Members.

Cllr Fleming asked if there is a mattress amnesty this year. 
Cllr Sheehan asked if we could organise a paint amnesty, similar to the mattress amnesty. 

The SSO responded to the Members as follows:
· A mattress amnesty was already held in each district, with over 500 mattresses collected across the county.
· Will look into possibility of paint amnesty, depends on funding, none set for this year.

Director Eamonn Hore advised that a paint amnesty will be looked at for next year. 


[bookmark: _Hlk140041694]2.10 Fire Services Report
Noted.



2.11 Members Portal
Noted.
4.  Other Business
Cllr Dwyer noted that he travelled to London as part of a delegation to visit the London-Wexford Association, and met with the Fr. Murphy Club, noting how positive the engagement was, and raised the issue that this small club are competing with larger funded clubs for sponsors and financial support and asked his fellow Members to keep them in mind for future fund allocations. 

A discussion among the Members ensued.      


5.   Notice of Motion/s
None. 


[bookmark: _Hlk161056827]6.   Correspondence

6.1 Letter to D.O.S. re house inspections- Ard Na Bhile

6.2 D.O.S. Response Letter re house inspections- Ard Na Bhile

The District Manager gave updates on correspondence to and from the District.

Cllr Dwyer noted that the caretaker in the Augustinians did a remarkable job in cleaning up the area. 
Cllr Sheehan congratulated the Cathaoirleach for highlighting the issue, and noted that the bigger issue is a handful of landowners holding the town back by sitting on vacant properties.
Cllr Fleming and Cllr Barden also expressed their happiness at the clean-up. 

The District Manager noted that the District Office had been writing to the Augustinians for a while to get this work done and congratulated Anna on a job well done. 

Director Eamonn Hore gave an update on the sale of the Augustinian premises. 

Cllr Dwyer noted the large body of work done behind the scenes by the Director and District Manager.

Cllr Sheehan raised concerns regarding the IDA site, noting that New Ross will be behind Enniscorthy as they are further down the line in the process of developing the site, and asked if we can look at developing a parallel plan for a business park should the plans for an Advance Factory fall through. 

Director Eamonn Hore & the District Manager agreed with Cllr Sheehan and suggested small unit business parks similar to those in Wexford. 


7.   AOB




THAT CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING




Signed on the 12th November 2025.




____________________________________
Cllr John Dwyer
An Cathaoirleach
New Ross Municipal District
1

