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Wexford County Council
Development Contributions Scheme 2026-2029
Scheme overview

Adopted by Wexford County Council, 8th of December 2025. Effective from 1st of January 2026.		

	
Summary
Wexford County Council is required to fund a variety of public infrastructure projects to improve the quality of life of the citizens of County Wexford. The Development Contribution Scheme enables Wexford County Council to fund projects including transport, social, community and climate action projects for County Wexford.  The Development Contribution Scheme delivers initiatives for County Wexford including facilities such as libraries, open spaces and playgrounds and the elected members have an ambitious capital programme to deliver quality services to benefit the County and its communities.
Wexford County Council, at its Monthly Meeting of Council held on the 8th of December 2025, made a Development Contribution Scheme in accordance with the provisions of Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).
The Wexford County Council Development Contribution Scheme 2026-2029 shall have effect from the 1st of January 2026 and will apply to the entire functional area/administrative area of Wexford County Council. 

Types of Development Contributions
There are three types of development contributions that may be attached to a planning permission:
· General Development Contributions –These contributions are generally applied in respect of the provision of infrastructure and facilities in the Planning Authority area.
· Special Development Contributions - These contributions require the payment of a special contribution in respect of a particular development where specific exceptional costs not covered by a scheme are incurred by any Local Authority in respect of public infrastructure and facilities which benefit the proposed development.
· Supplementary Development Contributions- These contributions apply to specified public infrastructure or projects for example Public/Private Partnerships or where the provision of the infrastructure is an objective in the Development Plan.
Development Contribution Rates 
	Development Type
	Total
	Retention 

	Residential (including Extensions & Nursing Homes)
	€25 per m²
	3 x floor space contribution

	Domestic Garage/Shed/Car Port
	€25 per m²
	3 x floor space contribution

	Warehousing/Manufacturing
	€24 per m²
	3 x floor space contribution

	Commercial/Office/Retail
	€25 per m²
	3 x floor space contribution

	Hotels
	€15 per m²
	3 x floor space contribution

	Golf Courses etc per hectare
	€500 per HA 
	3 x area contribution

	External Area/Mobile Units/Retail Storage & Others 
	€15 per m²
	3 x floor space contribution

	Extractive Industry (Quarries) per m³
	€1.20 per m³
	3 x area contribution

	Power Generation - Renewables 
	€10,000 p/mw
	3 x area contribution

	Power Generation – Non Renewables
	€20,000 p/mw
	3 x area contribution

	Touring Pitches
	€400
	3 x contribution

	Static Pitches/Mobile Homes/Caravans
	€800
	3 x contribution

	Agriculture per m²
	€4 per m² over 500m²
	3 x area contribution

	Intensive Agriculture, Buildings, Housing, Animals, Fowls, Pigs, Cows
	€8
	3 x area contribution

	Carwashes per bay 
	€1,000
	3 x contribution

	Car Parking – All locations 
	€1,000
	3 x contribution

	Power Transmission per pylon above 220kV.
€10 per metre addition for the provision of overhead and/or underground distribution lines of electricity and/or telecommunications to grid connection.
	€2,000
	3 x area contribution

	Indoor Amusement Arcades, betting offices, casinos per m²
	€20 per m²
	3 x floor space contribution





Exemptions
No exemptions shall apply to any applications for retention of development.
The following categories of development will be exempted, or partly exempted, from the requirement to pay development contributions under the 2026 Scheme:
· when a planning application consists of or comprises development, which in the opinion of the Planning Authority, is development proposed to be carried out by, or on behalf of, a voluntary organisation, and which in the opinion of the Planning Authority-
(a) is designed or intended to be used for social, community, sports, childcare, Recreation, educational or religious purposes by the inhabitants of a locality, or by people of a particular group or religious denomination, and is not to be used mainly for profit of gain, and or
	(b) is designed or intended to be used as a workshop, training facility, hostel (non-tourist) or other accommodation for persons with disabilities and is not to be used. mainly for profit or gain, or 
is ancillary to development referred to in paragraph (a) or (b)
such developments shall be exempt from Planning Contributions.
· The provision of Social Housing units, including those which are provided in accordance with an agreement made under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), or which are provided by a voluntary or co-operative housing association which is recognised as such by the Planning Authority shall be exempt from the payment of planning contributions.
· Units supplied under a Payment and Availability agreement (P&A Agreement) will also qualify for an exemption from development contributions provided the term of the agreement is 30 years or longer.
· Development contributions shall be assessed on a case-by-case basis in respect of developments carried out by of partnership arrangement pursuant to Section 179 of the Planning Development Act 2000 (as amended). 

· On submission of appropriate documentary evidence from the Department of Agriculture, development levies will not apply in respect of agricultural development that provide for the development of glasshouses or polytunnels.
· The development of Primary and Secondary schools, Post Secondary, Third Level Colleges and/or facilities will not attract development charges.
· Development for which a disabled person’s grant is being paid will not attract development charges.
· Development charges will be exempt on developments restoring buildings which are listed on the Register of Protected Structures. Normal contributions will apply to extensions and new construction within the curtilage of the Protected Structure. 
· Clean Filling e.g., topsoils and clays. It is proposed not to charge contributions. The exemption is provided to promote development as such fill applications often relate to clean waste from site development works. It is also noted that many of these types of developments can be exempt from planning control when restoring land or bringing into agricultural use. 
· Non-commercial graveyards will not attract development charges.
· Development charges will be exempt on any technical telecommunications infrastructure, both mobile and broadband (e.g., masts, substations, power connections and security fencing).
· Exemption for public transport infrastructure (bus depot, ports, stations etc.)
· Exemption for smaller scale renewable projects less than 1 MW
Incentives (Discounting /Credit)
No incentives shall apply to any applications for retention of development.
Where a habitable house on site is being demolished, or has been destroyed by fire or flood, credit will be given against contributions due for the area (sq. m.) of the demolished dwelling in the event of the replacement of the former structure. Evidence to be provided of utility bills to confirm the dwelling has been in continuous use and to confirm the floor area of the existing dwelling.
Reduced rates for temporary permissions, other than quarries, shall apply to be calculated as follows:
· 33% of normal rate for permission of up to 3 years 
· 50% of normal rate for permission of up to 5 years
· 66% of normal rate for permission of up to 10 years

Reduction in levies may be applied to projects/businesses in receipt of grant aid or support from IDA/Enterprise Ireland or Local Enterprise Office or projects that support the Government Jobs initiative or to the provision of Broadband masts or infrastructure. This deduction would be determined in consultation with the Chief Executive or appropriate Director.  Reduction in levies may also be applied for any developments associated with the provision of infrastructure / property solutions for innovation and enterprise including the film industry any such reduction would be determined in consultation with the Chief Executive or appropriate Director.
Clarifications 
No negative levy (i.e., no credit shall accrue) will be charged because of the calculation of development charges due to the issue of a grant of permission e.g. change of use etc.
Inclusion of units in the Local Authority Leasing Programme does not exempt the owner/developer from the payment of development charges in respect of said units.
Nursing Home Developments: Applications for Nursing Home Developments will be charged at Residential rates as per scheme. 
Duration of Development Contribution Scheme 
This Development Contribution Scheme shall be effective from the date of making of the scheme until such time as a subsequent scheme is made. 
Appealing Development Contributions
In accordance with section 48 (10) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), an applicant can only appeal a general development contribution on the basis that the terms of the scheme were not properly applied.
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