

Minutes of the New Ross Municipal District Monthly Meeting
held on the 10th December 2025 at 14:30hrs in the 
Council Chamber, The Tholsel, Quay Street, New Ross.


Presiding:		Cllr John Dwyer – An Cathaoirleach 

Councillors:		Cllr John Fleming – Leas Cathaoirleach
			Cllr Pat Barden 
Cllr Marty Murphy
Cllr Michael Sheehan
	 
Officials:		Alan Fitzhenry – District Manager
Áine Waters – Staff Officer
Michelle Duffin – Assistant Staff Officer
David Murphy – Executive Engineer (Roads)
Eamonn Hore – Director of Services
Abigail Nuzum – Executive Planner
Seamus Fraser – Assistant Planner
David Codd – Road Safety Officer
Sean Meyler – Senior Engineer (Special Projects)

Remote:		Melissa Goff – Senior Staff Officer (Environment)
			Martina Donoghue – Administrative Officer (Housing)
			Eimear Sharkey – Malone O’Regan Consultants
			Luke Fanning – Malone O’Regan Consultants
		
Apologies: 		Cllr Bridin Murphy

	

					
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr John Dwyer, confirmed that the requisite quorum was in place, welcomed all those in attendance and commenced the meeting.



1. [bookmark: _Hlk99097924]Confirmation of Minutes 

1.1 [bookmark: _Hlk72224741][bookmark: _Hlk95476903]Monthly Meeting 
The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of 12th November, 2025, were proposed by Cllr Sheehan and seconded by Cllr Fleming. 

1.3 Matters Arising	
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meetings.



Due to two scheduled presentations, An Cathaoirleach recommended the suspension of Standing Orders. Cllr Sheehan proposed the suspension of Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr M. Murphy. Standing Orders were duly suspended. An Cathaoirleach, Cllr Dwyer, requested the order of business to be reflected in the minutes.

4.1 Presentation of Quay Street Regeneration by Malone O'Regan Consulting Engineers
Eimear Sharkey and Luke Fanning delivered their presentation before responding to queries raised by the members:

Cllr Sheehan welcomed the plans and design features, noting that this is a great project to start off 2026, and queried the accessibility of the eco drains and the plans for deliveries to quay street, and enquired about including charging points in the street furniture and tying in with the bridge expansion.
Cllr Fleming commented that the plans look great and queried the possibility of a roof structure similar to Monck Street in Wexford town. 
Cllr Dwyer noted that the town needs a centrepiece which will be a model for future development, suggested that the shop front improvement scheme should be considered for Quay Street, and raised a concern about traffic coming from South Street.
Cllr Barden commented on great the plans look, and with our upcoming projects, New Ross town is due to take off.

Eamonn Hore responded to Cllr Dwyer and Cllr Sheehan’s concerns advising the following:
· Automatic barriers will be on both ends of the street to allow for emergency access and deliveries.
· A traffic study was done on all surrounding streets and no issues were found. 
· Eco drain covers are compliant for accessibility.
· Technology such as charging points were discussed but dismissed due to concerns regarding vandalism.
· A 3m extension will be added to the bridge when it undergoes works, which will link the greenway to Quay Street. 
Ms Sharkey and Mr Flynn responded to the members queries as follows:
· The drainage is safe and compliant for public spaces. 
· Retractable bollards at both ends will allow for emergency vehicle access and deliveries. 
· Will review inclusion of technology, power points and connections are included.

Alan Fitzhenry noted that this will be a multifunctional space with flexibility for future uses. 

Cllr Sheehan proposed approval of these plans to go to tender for construction, seconded by Cllr Dwyer, and unanimously agreed among the members. 

The members thanked Ms Sharkey and Mr Flynn for their presentation, and they departed the meeting. 

4.2 Road Traffic (Special Speed Limit Bye Laws) Update
The Road Safety Officer delivered his report before responding to queries raised by the members:

Cllr Sheehan questioned if the ring road will remain at 80kph and raised concerns about the speed of cars at Camblin Hill asking if this road can also be reviewed.
Cllr M. Murphy enquired about schools not being assessed until Stage 4, noting they should be a higher priority, and enquired if the review includes rural villages or just towns. 
Cllr Fleming raised concerns about the Davidstown/Courtnacuddy road noting it is a narrow, winding road to a busy GAA complex and asked if signage could be provided. 

The RSO responded to the members queries as follows:
· All roads are to be reviewed by senior engineers. 
· It was queried with the Dept. why schools are not higher priority for review however Wexford County Council are reviewing schools in stage 2 anyway. 
· Will review the Davidstown/Courtnacuddy speed limit.
· Camblin Hill is not due for review as not within the town boundary, it is a matter for the Gardaí if people speed in that area. 

The members thanked Mr Codd for his presentation, Mr Codd departed the meeting. 



Sympathies 
Cllr Barden expressed sympathies with the families of Noel Cullen of Newbawn, Ray Kirwan of Adamstown, Tommy Ryan of Inistioge and Manhattan, and Michael Murphy of Pondfields. 
Cllr Dwyer offered condolences with the family of William Astley of Taghmon, and also a young man from Campile that died but the family don’t want named as yet. 
Cllr Sheehan expressed sympathies with the families of Breda Kennedy, sister in law of former Cllr Victor Furness, and Michael O’Connor, an electrician who worked with the council for many years. 
Cllr Fleming expressed sympathies with the families of Ann Foley of Rathnure, Carol Furlong of Clonroche, Andy Murphy of Terrerath, and Laura Flynn of Killanne. 
Cllr M. Murphy wished to be associated with all of the above sympathies.
Alan Fitzhenry wished to note the anniversary of Malika Al Kattib’s untimely passing. 

Congratulations
Cllr Flynn congratulated both St. Martin’s and Davidstown/Courtnacuddy for securing Leinster titles in their respective senior and junior categories, and Evan Bailey from New Ross who won a Bronze medal at the European Short Course Swimming Championships in Lublin Poland recently.
Cllr Sheehan and Cllr Barden congratulated the district staff and crew for their work on the Christmas event. 
Cllr Barden also congratulated Davidstown/Courtnacuddy and St. Martin’s for their recent titles. 


2.  Consideration of Reports and Recommendations

2.1 District Managers Report 
The District Manager delivered his monthly report and highlighted the following information;

EVENTS

Official Opening of The Shambles
This morning it was fantastic to welcome Minister Dara Calleary TD back to New Ross for a second time in 2025, for the official opening of The Shambles.  Our sincere thanks again to all involved in the construction and launch which was a festive occasion given the time of year. Thank you to Minister James Browne for his attendance also. The Shambles will now be open daily from 9am-5pm and all are welcome to visit and to take pictures at the Santa house which will be in place until the New Year. 

Arrow Ceremony at Hook Lighthouse
The Cathaoirleach and Elected Members of New Ross Municipal District are invited to take part in the centuries old, traditional arrow ceremony at Hook Head. Assisted by members of the Dunbrody Archers, An Cathaoirleach Cllr John Dwyer will cast an arrow into the sea, claiming the Estuary for the people of New Ross at 1pm on New Year’s Day.

Nollaig New Ross 2025
We launched Christmas 2025 in style on Saturday 29th November with our biggest ever Santa Parade and lights “Switch On” event. Massive crowds watched the Cathaoirleach, Santa Claus and C.J. Young, a lucky child from the District who won the arts competition, turn on the New Ross lights. Santa then moved to his magical new grotto in the Shambles to meet the children of New Ross and give a selection box as is tradition. There was an audible gasp of surprise from the crowd when The Shambles doors were opened, and the beautiful new public realm space revealed. 

Our sincere thanks to the DJ, live bands, face painters, student enterprises, New Ross Town FC, Rathnure Panto Characters, Ger Kielthy, Ger Walsh, Mags Furness and New Ross & District Pipe Band for helping us on the day. Our thanks also to Visit New Ross for the photos and video and to South East Radio for great live coverage of the event on the day and via their social channels. The biggest message on the day and since is to shop local and support local this year. I have attached free parking details again for reference. 

Our thanks to Santa Claus for making time in his busy schedule to visit the children of New Ross, helped by Santa’s main helper in New Ross Derek Furness. The Sensory Santa was hugely successful again this year with almost 60 children getting a sensory friendly experience earlier in the day.

Finally I want to very sincerely and publicly thank all the team here in the district office and all the outdoor crew who worked so tirelessly for months to give the children of New Ross a magical start to Christmas. I hope the people of New Ross appreciate the hard work and care that goes into it every year. 

PROJECTS
[bookmark: _Hlk150265759]
Motorhome Park
Work on compiling a detailed Environmental Impact Statement will begin in early 2026 and An Coimisiún Pleanála will be required to make a decision once submitted. 

Quay Street Regeneration
Thank you again to Malone O’Regan Consulting Engineers for their presentation today and work to date. Final work on the detailed design for Quay Street will be completed in early January and a tender pack prepared for advertising to contractors by end of January.

[bookmark: _Hlk182390094]Sports Capital Pearse Park
The District Team has prepared the final submission for the Dept. for approval. Once approved, works can begin on the various sections of this project over a 12-month period. The plan is to see works start in Q1 2026.

New Ross Skate Park
This project is “shovel ready” and awaiting a funding opportunity from the Government. 

New Ross Courthouse Project
The District Team, working with Special Projects, have submitted an application under the 2025 Town & Village Renewal Scheme, for the renovation of the old Courthouse building in New Ross. WCC has been told by the Dept of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht to expect allocations to be announced this month. 

St Stephen’s Cemetery Digitalisation Project
The long planned and required project for the mapping and digitalisation of the cemetery records continues. A test system has gone live for the project team to work on. We plan to see this project completed and presented to the elected members in Q1 2026. 

Outdoor Biodiversity Classroom
We were delighted to secure €17,000 funding from the Biodiversity Officer recently to revamp the outdoor classroom in Pearse Park. This area is located beside the Sensory Garden and will see a new surface and colourful seating added, in addition to native planting. The space will be open to all and bookable by schools for use. We expect to see works completed by Q2 of 2026. 

OTHER ITEMS
Finally, I want to wish all the Elected Members and staff of the District, a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year. I hope you and your families have a peaceful time and get to enjoy a bit of a break after a very busy year.

Cllr Sheehan thanked the District Manager and staff for their work in 2025, noting that 2026 will also be a big year for New Ross with projects at the Hook Lighthouse, Quay Street and skate park, asking that the district staff be prepared to submit applications for funding in Q1 and asked for an update on a tenant for the old Sweeney garden centre. 
Cllr Fleming commented that 2025 was a great year for the town, noting the official opening of the Shambles which Minister Calleary opened that morning.
Cllr Barden noted that the town is going in a good direction will all of the improvements. 
Cllr Dwyer commented that he has been involved in politics for decades and hasn’t seen the town progressing at such a rapid pace before. 

The District Manager responded to the members’ queries as follows:
· The district team will be ready to apply for Sports Capital funding for the skate park once advertised. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk179363395][bookmark: _Hlk173241865][bookmark: _Hlk165365738][bookmark: _Hlk161065317][bookmark: _Hlk88561505]The old Sweeney garden centre is a private business that have asked not to be discussed publicly, noting that there is movement on finding a new tenant. 




2.2 Roads Report
The Executive Engineer delivered his report before responding to queries from the members;

Cllr Sheehan thanked the Engineer and his crew for their response to reports from the stormy weather and asked for an update on taking in charge applications for Parkfield and Pondsfield, and queried the rules for flashing speed feedback signs.
Cllr Fleming thanked the Engineer for his handling of the storm related calls and noting the works going on in town.
Cllr Barden thanked the Engineer for his report and for all his help during the year. 

The Executive Engineer responded to the members’ queries as follows:
· Director Eamonn Hore has an update on Parkfield, Pondsfield is being considered for the 2026 programme. 
· Flashing speed feedback signs are prioritised for urban areas due to budget constraints, noting there are plenty of towns and villages that don’t have them. 
· The Engineer wished to thank all his crew for their hard work dealing with storm related calls and noted the number of calls they have responded to.

Director Eamonn Hore provided an update on Parkfield advising it is included in a programme of works for the county to be signed off by the CE and Finance Officer, and also noted that the District Engineer completed the programme of works for 2025 while other districts were unable to, and thanked the Engineer and his crew for their hard work during the storm, adding that this was the fourth time our flood defense has protected the town from flooding. 

 






2.3 Housing Report
The Administrative Officer delivered her report before responding to queries raised by the members:

Cllr Dwyer enquired about the lack of 4-bed houses. 
Cllr Sheehan enquired about numbers of 4-bed houses with Approved Housing Bodies and enquired about the scheme of letting priorities and also the income threshold and when they are due for review.
Cllr Dwyer asked about low-cost rental schemes for people who do not qualify for social housing but cannot afford private rent.


The AO advised the following:
· Would have to review the demand for 4-bed houses, none in pipeline currently but will make Construction and Capital aware of the need for same. 
· Not aware of AHB property-type breakdown, only a total figure.  
· Cost rental schemes are usually handled by AHBs, will review possibility with the AHBs. 
· Income thresholds are set at national levels, WCC have no discretion regarding same. 
· Representative from Affordable Housing due at January meeting can provide further details on same. 


The Administrative Officer departed the meeting at this stage. 

Director Eamonn Hore advised the members that there are 4-bed properties in the County Architects report for Castlemoyle. 



2.3a Housing Report – New Ross Only
Noted. 



2.3b Housing Capital
Noted. 



      2.4 Planning Report
The Executive Planner introduced the new Assistant Planner, Seamus Fraser, and delivered her report before clarifying certain matters for the Members.

Cllr Sheehan enquired if the members would receive a report from the Senior Planner prior to the planning variations meeting with them next week, and asked if this is a statutory meeting or a workshop where members can request changes. 
Cllr M. Murphy asked if there is an update on legislation for log cabins yet.
Cllr Barden enquired about a timeline for these changes to take effect. 
Cllr M. Murphy raised a query about appealing an application invalid due to site notice. 

The Planner responded to the members as follows:
· Not involved with the variations, will ask the Forward Planners to share any reports if available. 
· This is a workshop meeting to discuss proposals.
· No update on legislation for log cabins and not aware of any timeline for these changes. 
· No appeal for invalid due to site notice, certain criteria for where they are to be posted, applicants must reapply. 

A discussion regarding the upcoming variations meeting ensued among the members. 

The Planner wished everyone a Merry Christmas and advised that she will not be available for the January meeting, but any queries can be forwarded and she will respond when she is back in office. 


2.4a Planning Decisions – Grants 
Noted. 



2.4b Planning Decisions – Refusals 
Noted. 


[bookmark: _Hlk145418197]
      2.5 Environment Report
 Noted. 



[bookmark: _Hlk74048996]      2.6 Special Projects Report 
The Senior Engineer delivered his report before responding to queries raised by the members:

Cllr Sheehan asked that the Council view the John Street Grain Store as one project rather than separating the building from the public realm development, noted the significance of the Hook Lighthouse project, and in relation to the greenway and active travel proposed that we write to TII regarding the application for funding for footpaths and lighting.
Cllr Sheehan further emphasised the need for a detailed application for Sports Capital funding for the development of the skate park in Rosbercon, particularly important due to the housing developments due to be built there. 
Cllr Barden enquired about the funding for the greenway, noting that we shouldn’t skimp on the project just to get it finished, and also asked if it a possibility that we wouldn’t get the topup funding for the Norman Visitor Centre.
The Senior Engineer responded to the members as follows:
· The John Street Grain Store went for planning as two separate projects, and the building project is ready to commence but the public realm aspect is not ready yet. 
· Lot 4 of the greenway will commence mid-year with an allocation of funding, and then a new allocation of funding will be provided to finish the project the following year, we will stagger the works to align with the funding. 
· On the Norman Visitor Centre, this is a project of national significance, and it is expected that there will be no issue with securing the required funding. 

Director Eamonn Hore advised the members that Fáilte Ireland has said that the Norman Visitor Centre is a major project for Ireland, not just Wexford, so it is reasonable to expect that we will get the funding for the project.

Cllr Sheehan asked that we keep the Mayor of Moncoutant informed of our events for the 2027 Year of the Normans as they plan to attend all of them. 
 
The Senior Engineer advised the members that the plans for the Hook Lighthouse project before it goes to public consultation early in the new year.

The Senior Engineer departed the meeting. 


[bookmark: _Hlk158708577]2.7 Libraries, Archives & Arts Report
Noted. 


2.8 Community Development Report
Noted.

[bookmark: _Hlk140041694]
2.9 Fire Services Report
Noted. 


2.10 Members Portal
Noted. 



3.   Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the                                          
      Municipal District Members



4.  Other Business
      
4.1 Presentation of Quay Street Regeneration by Malone O'Regan Consulting Engineers

4.2 Road Traffic (Special Speed Limit Bye Laws) Update


5.   Notice of Motion/s



[bookmark: _Hlk161056827]6.   Correspondence

6.1 St Patrick's Day delegations
The District Manager advised that we have received an invitation to Hartford which has been approved by the main Council, a decision is needed on a travel party which is usually the Cathaoirleach plus one other, and if the Cathaoirleach isn’t travelling then the Leas-Cathaoirleach usually travels.


6.2 Correspondence to Minister Browne re Croi Conaithe grant and delays with ESB connections


7.   AOB
The District Manager noted that Cllr B. Murphy requested to move the start time of the January meeting to 3.30pm, proposed by Cllr Barden and seconded by Cllr M. Murphy, it was unanimously agreed to change the start time of the January meeting. 

The Planner clarified that she received notice from the Forward Planners regarding the variation meeting that it is not a statutory meeting and therefore maps will not be circulated beforehand.

Cllr B. Murphy joined the meeting online at this stage.

Those in attendance wished each other a Happy Christmas. 


THAT CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING




Signed on the 14th January, 2026.




____________________________________
Cllr John Dwyer
An Cathaoirleach
New Ross Municipal District
1

