

Minutes of the New Ross Municipal District Monthly Meeting
held on the 12th November 2025 at 14:30hrs in the 
Council Chamber, The Tholsel, Quay Street, New Ross.


Presiding:		Cllr John Dwyer – An Cathaoirleach 

Councillors:		Cllr John Fleming – Leas Cathaoirleach
			Cllr Pat Barden 
Cllr Marty Murphy
Cllr Michael Sheehan
Cllr Bridin Murphy
	 
Officials:		Alan Fitzhenry – District Manager
Eamonn Hore - Director of Services	
Áine Waters – Staff Officer
Michelle Duffin – Assistant Staff Officer
David Murphy – Executive Engineer (Roads)
Mark Devereux – Senior Executive Engineer (Housing Capital) 
Abigail Nuzum – Executive Planner

Remote:		Melissa Goff – Senior Staff Officer (Environment)
			Martina Donoghue – Administrative Officer (Housing)
			
Apologies: 		
	

					
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr John Dwyer, confirmed that the requisite quorum was in place, welcomed all those in attendance and commenced the meeting.



1. [bookmark: _Hlk99097924]Confirmation of Minutes 

1.1 [bookmark: _Hlk72224741][bookmark: _Hlk95476903]Monthly Meeting 
The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of 15th October, 2025, were proposed by Cllr Bridín Murphy and seconded by Cllr John Fleming. 	

1.3 Matters Arising	
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meetings.








Sympathies 
Cllr Sheehan expressed sympathies to the families of Barry Ronan, of New Ross, and Biju Varavumkal, former chef of The Holy Grail.
Cllr Fleming expressed condolences to the families of Paddy O’leary, of Rathnure, 
John O'Brien, of Adamstown, and Neil Hudson, of Clonroche. 
Cllr Barden wished to be associated with all of the above sympathies, and added the families of Catherine Whelan, of Newbawn, and Eileen Flood, of Clonroche. 
Cllr M. Murphy expressed condolences to the family of Mary McGrath, of Duncannon. 
Cllr B. Murphy wished to be associated with all of the above sympathies. 
Cllr Dwyer expressed condolences to the family of John Gannon, formerly of Nunnery Lane. 

Congratulations
Cllr Sheehan congratulated Fethard on their recent win over Cloughbawn in the Intermediate hurling championship.
Cllr Barden Davidstown-Courtnacuddy on their win over St. Martin’s in the Intermediate ‘A’ hurling championship preliminary quarter-final in Bree.
Cllr Fleming congratulated all of the winners at the recent Environmental Awards hosted by Wexford County Council, the organisers of the recent Remembrance Day Commemoration in St. Stephen’s Cemetery, Dean and Jesse-James O’Riordan from Ballycullane on winning two world titles at the ICO World Championships in Swansea recently, and to Ryan Butler for representing Ireland at the U17 World Cup Qualifiers. 



Due to the scheduled presentation by New Ross Needlecraft Ltd and the Senior Executive Engineer of Housing Construction, An Cathaoirleach recommended the suspension of Standing Orders. 

Cllr Sheehan proposed the suspension of Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr Barden. Standing Orders were duly suspended.

An Cathaoirleach, Cllr Dwyer, requested the order of business to be reflected in the minutes.


4.  Other Business
      
4.1 Presentation by New Ross Needlecraft Ltd
Mary Lou Kennedy, Chairperson, and Elma Sutton, Vice-Chairperson, gave the members a presentation on the Ros Tapestry and their future plans, seeking support from the members for funding.

The members thanked Mary Lou and Elma for their presentation and asserted their support for this important project.



2.  Consideration of Reports and Recommendations

[bookmark: _Hlk179363395][bookmark: _Hlk173241865][bookmark: _Hlk165365738][bookmark: _Hlk161065317][bookmark: _Hlk88561505]2.3b Housing Capital
The Senior Executive Engineer delivered his report before responding to queries raised by the members;

Cllr Dwyer asked about the timeframe for the appointment of a contractor to commence works at the Cluain Fada site.
Cllr B. Murphy expressed her concerns about the delay in the transfer of lands at Castlemoyle and queried the reason for same
Cllr Sheehan raised concerns about the Rosbercon development going to a plenary session of the Council before being presented to the New Ross members, welcomed the update on the Castlemoyle site, and queried the plan to build three social housing units in the Bullawn, expressing his concerns with same.
Cllr Barden enquired about the criteria to tender for a Council project and the new framework with Wicklow County Council which looks to ease the financial requirements for smaller building contractors.
Cllr Fleming welcomed the updates and thanked the SEE for his presentation.

The SEE responded to the members’ queries as follows:
· The timeframe for commencement at Cluain Fada relies on the contractors providing the correct certification.
· The Castlemoyle site was owned by the Housing Agency and requires Ministerial approval to transfer to Wexford County Council, which has delayed any progress. 
· The Rosbercon development plans were presented to the New Ross members in March, receiving their approval to proceed with the next step being a plenary session but can look into scheduling a presentation for the New Ross members. 
· The housing capital team will be pragmatic when it comes to inviting tenders from this new framework.

Director Eamonn Hore clarified the process of Part 8 developments, noting that the Chief Executive’s report deals with every concern submitted. 

The members thanked Mr Devereux for his time, and he departed the meeting. 


2.1 District Managers Report 
The District Manager delivered his monthly report and highlighted the following information;


EVENTS
Official Opening of The Shambles
We have spoken with the Ministers office regarding a date for the official opening and I am delighted to confirm the date of December 10th has been provisionally agreed. A time is to be confirmed but it is planned to be late morning/early lunchtime to allow for our monthly meeting after. Full details will be circulated to the members once confirmed. We look forward to welcoming Minister Dara Calleary TD back to New Ross for a second time this year, following the opening of Brennan’s Lane. 

Duncannon Fort is to be opened separately in early spring (date to be confirmed), as it was felt that it required a big launch and opening event and this would help advertise it ahead of the tourist season. The district office will continue to work with the local development group and others to facilitate access in the meantime, such as the upcoming Christmas event planned for the Fort later this month. 

Nollaig New Ross 2025
We are all looking forward to launching Christmas 2025 with our biggest ever lights “Switch On” event, which takes place on Saturday 29th November. The Cathaoirleach, Cllr Dwyer, accompanied by Santa Claus and a lucky child from the District, will turn on the New Ross lights. An art competition has been circulated to all primary schools in the New Ross District, and a winner will be chosen from this to help Santa press the red plunger on the evening. All artwork entries will be on display in the Library in the run up to Christmas. Santa will then move to his magical new grotto in the Shambles to meet the children of New Ross and give a selection box. 

We will have our traditional Santa parade to the Tholsel as well as live band and DJ on the day, and the Panto Characters will be on hand to meet the children too. In further changes this year we are planning to start live music and building the atmosphere from 3pm to encourage footfall in the town centre. 

We will also see some market stalls on Quay Street offering an opportunity for student enterprises from a number of local schools to sell their wares, and it is planned that these student enterprises will also be in operation on Brennan’s Lane in the three weekends before Christmas. In addition, we will have a free face painting tent and double the amusement rides on street, while the South East Radio outside broadcast unit will be live from 3-6pm that day to cover the events and promote local businesses. 

The hugely successful Sensory Santa will return again this year, and online booking went live last week. Free car parking will return to public car parks in the run up to Christmas and the full details are attached. 

Our Remembrance Tree is moving to a more prominent position in Brennan’s Lane this year and our chosen charity is South East Palliative Care (Oak Ward). The launch of this tree is Monday 8th December at 5pm and blank baubles will be available from the Tholsel and a number of local businesses for a small donation to the charity. People are asked to write a remembrance message to a loved one and all are welcome to attend the switch on.

As always and with the support of the Elected Members here, we will invest heavily this year in the Christmas campaign with our Christmas lighting in town and “Switch On” ceremony. We ask everyone to support Nollaig New Ross this year, to come and enjoy the festive season and to shop local throughout the New Ross District!

Brennan’s “Banshee” Lane
As Ireland is officially the home of Halloween and New Ross is one of the oldest towns in Ireland, Brennan’s Lane was transformed into Banshee Lane from Friday 24th October until Monday 3rd November. There were ghosts and ghouls, skeletons and headstones for a fun photo opportunity and a reason to visit New Ross Town Centre during Halloween. There was great feedback from locals, businesses and visitors for our efforts, and we hope to grow on this theme next year and include a shop window competition.

PROJECTS
CCTV
Educom have now installed 41 of the 42 cameras approved for the town CCTV system. The last remaining camera required separate scaffolding for install and this will be done by the end of the month. The WCC side of the system is now fully operational with footage available to the Gardai on request. 
[bookmark: _Hlk150265759]
Motorhome Park
Further environmental assessment has been requested by the NPWS in this Natura 2000 site. A more detailed EIS will now need to be compiled and An Coimisiún Pleanála will be required to make a decision. 

Quay Street Regeneration
Malone O’Regan Consulting Engineers continue to work on the detailed design for the Pedestrianisation of Quay Street. Project Team meetings are taking place with MOR every 2-3 weeks. The plan is to bring the design to the members in December, see the tender for construction issue in January, with works then commencing in the spring on site.

[bookmark: _Hlk182390094]Sports Capital Pearse Park
The District Team has prepared the final submission for the Dept. for approval. Once approved, works can begin on the various sections of this project over a 12 month period. As a reminder this includes: the resurfacing of the Multi Use Games Area, creation of a teenage only space, additional public lighting for all year use and safety, a new long jump area and an extension to a storage building. Letters have also been issued by planning this month clearing the way for works. 

New Ross Skate Park
This project is “shovel ready” and awaiting a funding opportunity from the Government. We have written to the Dept. seeking information on the next round of Sports Capital funding. 

New Ross Courthouse Project
The District Team, working with Special Projects, submitted an application at the end of July under the 2025 Town & Village Renewal Scheme, for the renovation of the old Courthouse building in New Ross. WCC has been told by the Dept of Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht to expect allocations to be announced in December. 

St Stephen’s Cemetery Digitalisation Project
The long planned and required project for the mapping and digitalisation of the cemetery records continues. Drone flight mapping has already taken place and records transferred, with a week of photography on site due to take place in the coming month subject to weather. We plan to see this vital project completed and presented to the elected members in early 2026. 

OTHER ITEMS
Armistice Day Ceremony
As is tradition the annual Armistice Day Ceremony and wreath laying will took place on 11/11 at 11am in St Stephen’s Cemetery. Thank you to all who attended and organised this important event.

New Ross Tidy Towns Recognition
While we were delighted to see strong results throughout the district again this year, we were particularly thrilled to see that New Ross received a silver medal in the 2025 Tidy Towns competition, the highest result ever achieved. In less than three years New Ross has gone from no medal to bronze twice and now a silver, which shows the progress being made in the presentation of the town and the rejuvination of areas. A massive well done again to all the committees, volunteers, and importantly in New Ross the WCC town crew & gardener for this excellent result.

New Ross Efforts Recognised
Finally, I would like to publicly thank well known TV Presenter and Architect Hugh Wallace for his warm comments on RTE Radio 1 last week. While on with Oliver Callan he stated that New Ross was making a huge effort to rejuvinate and present itself well and he was very impressed on a recent visit here. 

Cllr Barden welcomed the return of Sensory Santa, emphasised the importance of shopping local for the survival of local businesses.
Cllr Sheehan echoed Cllr Barden’s comments regarding supporting local businesses, enquired about an update on a tenant for the Sweeney Garden Centre site, asked that the Management Team prioritise New Ross ORIS application’s as there are a number of projects due to come on stream which will require funding, and asked that the district coordinate a Tidy Town Committee to recognise the brilliant work done by smaller volunteer groups that are overlooked when it comes to awards.
Cllr Dwyer asked that the district work with the Communications Team to highlight all of the work being carried out in the district.
Cllr B. Murphy expressed her frustration with online negativity about the town, noting the number of festivals & events in the town and various shows in the theatre.
Cllr Fleming noted the success of the rural Tidy Town groups, emphasised the importance of shopping local year round and not just for Christmas, offered an update on the primary care centre for New Ross, and enquired about the timeline for the environmental report for the Motor Home Park. 

A discussion ensued between Cllr Fleming, Cllr Barden and Cllr Sheehan regarding the delay in sourcing a suitable site for the planned primary care centre for New Ross.

The District Manager responded to the members’ queries as follows:
· District staff are introducing a mailing list for local businesses to provide updates on projects and events, and are pushing the Shop Local, Support Local message at every chance. 
· With regards to receiving funding for projects, New Ross is in a good position and has now delivered multiple projects, with the focus now being what can we do with these new spaces. 

Director Eamonn Hore responded to Cllr Flemings query advising that the timeline for the decision on the Motor Home Park from An Comisiún Pleanála could be 12-18months. 

2.1 Special Projects Report
Noted.

2.2 Roads Report
The Executive Engineer delivered his report before responding to queries from the members;

Cllr B. Murphy raised concerns regarding the number of lights not working on the greenway making it unsafe to walk at night, and the poor condition of a section of Tomfarney Lane.
Cllr Sheehan enquired about an update on the taking in charge of Parkfield and Pondfields, and asked for a traffic survey at Windmill Lane and Mountgarrett Lane to see if improvements can be made.
Cllr Fleming thanked Mr Murphy for his response and support in dealing with storm flooding calls. 
Cllr Barden enquired about drainage works, and asked that the road to Foley’s pub in Newbawn be considered for resurfacing in next year’s programme.
Cllr Dwyer raised concerns regarding parking at the new Post Office location, and asked that the requirement for an appliance licence when working on public footpaths be advertised.
Cllr M. Murphy asked for an update on lights out at Cois Cuain, asked for additional traffic safety measures at St. Leonards, and asked that the graveyard at Templetown be maintained. 

The Executive Engineer responded to the members’ queries as follows:
· Will look for an update with the Special Project Team.
· The main issue with Tomfarley lane is lack of drainage, in discussion with local landowners to provide drainage, and potholes will be filled urgently. 
· The PEP for Parkfield has been submitted, and Pondfields is not on the programme for 2026 but will be considered if budget allows.
· Will look at Windmill Lane and Mountgarrett Lane for traffic surveys.
· Numerous flooding issues were attended to and are still being dealt with following the storm. 
· The drainage works will be completed before the end of the year. 
· The Newbawn road will be added to the list but subject to budget availability. 
· Will review parking for the Post Office but cars parked illegally will be ticketed. 
· The district has appliance licences and commercial parking permits for working in town. 
· Will get confirmation that Cois Cuain is included in lighting schemes to be put out to tender.
· Met with St Leonards residents and referred them to Speed Limit Review team.
· Will instruct crew to maintain Templetown graveyard. 

Cllr Dwyer thanked Mr Murphy and his team for their swift response to the recent issues with no public lighting in the Irishtown. 

Director Eamonn Hore offered some more information to the members regarding the Cois Cuain public lighting scheme. 

Cllr Sheehan again raised the issue of parking at the new Post Office location, and a discussion ensued among the members. 


2.3 Housing Report
The Administrative Officer delivered her report before responding to queries raised by the members;

Cllr Sheehan queried the Choice Based Letting system and how a housing applicant from outside the district can bid on a particular property in the district. 
Cllr Dwyer added to Cllr Sheehan’s query raising a particular case of an applicant that changed their preference to 3-bed properties due lack of 4 & 5 bed properties and now is unable to bid on 4 or 5 bed properties.  

The AO responded to the members queries as follows:
· Housing Applicants can bid on properties within their areas of choice, if no bid made then goes to expression of interest and priority is given to New Ross applicants.

A discussion regarding this housing applicant’s situation and the CBL bidding procedure ensued, with the AO confirming that this matter will be looked into. 

Ms Donoghue departed the meeting at this stage. 


2.3a Housing Report – New Ross Only
Noted. 


2.3b Housing Capital
Noted. 


      2.4 Planning Report
The Executive Planner delivered her report before clarifying certain matters for the Members.

Cllr Fleming enquired about the timeframe for the new town plan. 
Cllr Barden queried the Croí Conaithe scheme and asked if there is any information on changes to the scheme. 
Cllr B. Murphy expressed concerns regarding delays caused by ESB which have effects on Croí Conaithe applicants due to the deadline for completion of works. A discussion regarding Croí Conaithe ensued among the members. 
Cllr Sheehan enquired about a new scheme announced for private developer road works.
Cllr Dwyer asked about the timeframe for a report of non-compliance to be investigated and if the complainants are kept updated. 

The Planner responded to the members’ queries as follows:
· No timeframe for the new town plan, surveys and zoning is still ongoing. 
· The Croí Conaithe scheme is overseen by the Regeneration unit and will refer queries to Regeneration Unit for response. 
· Not aware of the roads scheme for developers, will look into same and revert. 
· Legislation sets the timeframe for non-compliance, from warning letters to enforcement, and complainants are updated at keys stages. Director Eamonn Hore added that planning enforcement cases are prone to adjournment delays as they are not priority for the courts. 

District Manager, Alan Fitzhenry, thanked the Planner for her recent assistance with Part 8 Preplanning queries. 


2.5 Planning Decisions – Grants 
Noted. 


2.6 Planning Decisions – Refusals 
Noted. 

[bookmark: _Hlk145418197]
      2.7 Libraries Archives & Arts Report
     Noted. 


[bookmark: _Hlk74048996]      2.8 Community Development Report
Noted. 


[bookmark: _Hlk158708577]2.9 Environment Report
The Senior Staff Officer delivered her report before responding to queries raised by the members:

Cllr M. Murphy queried if there is a grant scheme for electric vehicle charging points for communities to apply for. 
Cllr Barden enquired about small rural developments requiring their own sewage treatment systems, asking if this is definitely happening.
Cllr B. Murphy enquired about the measures available to the council to identify households without a waste collection service, and if a person who reports illegal dumping are they required to give evidence in court. 

The SSO advised that she will check with the Climate Action Coordinator re EV charger grants for communities and revert. 
The Planner responded to Cllr Barden’s enquiry advising that there is concern regarding the ongoing upkeep and maintenance of small rural treatment systems leading to Uisce Éireann not willing to take these schemes on, with Director Eamonn Hore adding that nature-based solutions designed to Uisce Éireann specifications are the preferred treatment system for small rural schemes and single houses, and will be registered with Uisce Éireann, with mechanical solutions having to be in place and maintained for two years before being taken on by Uisce Éireann. A discussion regarding Uisce Éireann connection issues ensued.
Responding to Cllr B. Murphy’s queries, the SSO advised that the Environment Section can check with waste collection providers if a household is a customer, and write to households to provide evidence of waste disposal, proceeding to enforcement action if no response, and advised that if people report illegal dumping they would be asked to complete a witness statement, if they have found evidence of the offender within the dumped items, they would be asked to attend court but not required. A discussion regarding reporting illegal dumping ensued.  

The District Manager advised the members that the district staff are tackling the issue of wheelie bins being left on public footpaths on non-collection days, noting that this is an issue for landlords to resolve for tenants. 

Cllr Barden asked about reducing the costs at Holmestown to tackle illegal dumping, and Director Eamonn Hore advised that usage at the amenity sites is increasing, and that a bulky items amnesty is planned for next year. A discussion about the amenity site charges ensued among the members.  

The SSO departed the meeting at this stage. 

Motion to Extend Time
The meeting was scheduled to adjourn at 4.30pm. 
On the proposal of Cllr Sheehan, seconded by Cllr B. Murphy, the meeting time was extended to 5.00pm. 

[bookmark: _Hlk140041694]
2.10 Fire Services Report
      Noted. 


2.11 Members Portal
Cllr Fleming noted that he was unable to upload a picture with a report of illegal dumping through the Members Proposal. The District Manager advised he would forward this matter to the relevant section. 






3.   Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the                                          
      Municipal District Members

3.1 S.183- Property at Tobinstown, Ramsgrange, New Ross, Co. Wexford

On the proposal of Cllr Dwyer, seconded by Cllr Sheehan, the Section 183 notice was endorsed, unanimously agreed, and allowed to proceed to the plenary session as presented. 


5.   Notice of Motion/s
      N/A 


[bookmark: _Hlk161056827]6.   Correspondence

6.1 Thank you letter to Good Counsel College re steps clean up

6.2 Notification e-mail regarding appointment of Philip Carton as new Master of Trinity Hospital
Director Eamonn Hore advised the members that the Council has a role of acknowledging and approving the Master of Trinity Hospital, asking that the members give approval to the appointment of Philip Carton and acknowledge the term of Breda Fitzgibbon. 
Proposed by Cllr Sheehan, and seconded by Cllr B. Murphy, it was unanimously agreed that approval be given to the appointment of Philip Carton.  
At the request of Director Eamonn Hore, it was agreed that the council would write to Breda Fitzgibbon acknowledging her term as Master. 

6.3 Letter to Eir regarding building at Barrack Lane

6.4 Letter to Minister for Sport regarding Sports Capital Funding 2026 timeline

6.5 Community Climate Action Programme - Phase 2


7.   AOB
Director Eamonn Hore advised the members that Bríona NicDhiarmada’s documentary, ‘From That Small Island’, won the Outstanding International Documentary Award at the prestigious Newport Beach International Film Festival in Las Vegas and will be put out on PBS in America in February. 

The District Manager wished best of luck to New Ross at the upcoming Excellence in Local Government Awards. 



THAT CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING


Signed on the 10th of December, 2025.



____________________________________
Cllr John Dwyer
An Cathaoirleach
New Ross Municipal District
1

