
Minutes of Meeting of Joint Policing Committee

Held on Monday 10th May, 2021 at 10.00 a.m.

By MS Teams & dial in
Attendance:

Members of County Council: 
Cllr. M. Whelan, Chairman
Cllr. J. Codd
Cllr. J. Hegarty

Cllr. G. Laffan
Cllr. J. Sullivan
Cllr. B.A. Murphy
Cllr. B. Murphy

Cllr P. Breen

Cllr. M. Farrell
Cllr. B. Murphy

Cllr. P. Barden 

Cllr. A. Browne 

Cllr. G. Lawlor 

Cllr. F Staples

Gardaí:



Chief Superintendent D. Ferry





Superintendent J. McDonald (New Ross)






Superintendent James Doyle (Wexford)





Inspector Sean Clince (Enniscorthy)

County Council Officials:

Mr. T. Enright, Chief Executive





Mr. D. Minogue, Co. Secretary






Ms. C. Godkin, Acting Director of Services





Mr. P. L’Estrange, Acting Senior Executive Officer





Mr. C. Clancy, Administrative Officer





Ms. A M Laffan, Staff Officer






Mr. D Shaw, Clerical Officer
Oireachtas Members:

Senator. M. Byrne






Deputy. J. Mythen
Community Representatives:
Mr. P. Walsh





Mr. D. Kennedy 





Mr. J. O’Mahony






Mr. T. Clyne






Apologies:









Deputy P. Kehoe.






Deputy V. Murphy

Mr. T Byrne, FAB
Cllr. F. O’Suilleabhain 

Mr. D. McPartlin
1. Welcome and Roll Call

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees. A roll call was completed to identify those attending the meeting.
2. Confirmation of JPC Minutes of Meeting of 8th March 2021
On the proposal of Cllr. Barbara-Anne Murphy seconded by Cllr. Pat Bardon the minutes of the meeting of 8th March 2021, were agreed and adopted.
3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising from the previous meeting’s minutes.
4. Correspondence
The Chairman confirmed one item of correspondence which was a letter of resignation from the JPC from Jer O’Mahoney following his appointment to the position of County Wexford Chairman of the IFA. On the proposal of Mr. Jer O’Mahoney and seconded by Cllr. Pip Breen, Ms. Margaret Earle, was nominated to take over as the IFA rep on the committee. Mr. O’Mahoney agreed to cover until his replacement is in place.
5. Chairperson’s update

The Chairperson advised members of the following updates:

· Liquor Bye-Laws were adopted at a meeting of Wexford County Council on 8th March 2021 with a commencement date of 26th April 2021. He added that administration/enforcement procedures are ongoing.
· The Chairperson attended the launch of Garda Youth Awards on 13th April 2021 on behalf of the JPC. He added that Insp. Graham Rowley will make a presentation on the awards scheme later in the meeting.

· On 7th April 2021 members were circulated details to make a submission in respect of An Garda Síochána’s Strategy Statement 2022-2024.
6. CCTV update - County Secretary
Mr David Minogue, County Secretary provided an update to the members on developments to date across county Wexford, including for the towns of Gorey, Wexford, Enniscorthy,  New Ross and Bunclody as well as Courtown. It was noted that the CCTV system in New Ross and Enniscorthy is in need of significant upgrade – costs in excess of €120,000 each. Consultation on CCTV for Enniscorthy starts today, 10th May 2021.
Members raised several issues following the presentation including:
· Cllr. Lawlor requested a step by step guide to assist with CCTV setup. Mr. Minogue agreed to provide.
· Cllr. B A Murphy queried the timelines for schemes as cost of insurance is an issue in Bunclody, noting that Bunclody CCTV scheme must be taken in charge by WCC. Mr. Minogue agreed to provide timescales and confirmed CCTV in Bunclody will be taken over by Wexford County Council following completion of legal process.
· Deputy J Mythen queried the possibility of mobile CCTV for illegal dumping. Mr. Minogue noted new legislation is being brought forward to put laws in place which will enable councils to erect cameras wherever they may be needed to prevent dumping.
7. 
Interaction with Municipal Districts
The Chairman presented the Municipal District Reports, the contents of which were noted by the members.
Deputy Mythen left the meeting at this point at 10:51am. 

8. 
Chief Superintendent Report
Chief Superintendent Denis Ferry presented his report which included the following:
· Policing Overview

· Preventative Policing (Policing Demand, Arrests & Searches, Crime Patrolling and checkpoints, Review of Traffic Policing, Drugs Summary and Public Order Offenses)
· Operational Policing (Burglary, Property Crime, Thefts, Robbery, Assault, Traffic Collisions and Sexual Offences)
· Community Engagement; Covid-19
The Members raised a number of issues following the presentation including:
· Senator M. Byrne enquired as to recent local media reports on shortage of space at Wexford Garda Station and the downgrading of Gorey Garda Station, provision of a dog unit in Co. Wexford and how large caravan convoys visiting the county during the summer will be managed.
· Cllr. P. Breen also raised the provision of a dog unit in the county and praised the Gardaí for work on drug detections in the county.

· Cllr. George Lawlor welcomed the ‘Chatting Bench’ benches being rolled out across the county and enquired as to whether Wexford Garda District have motorcycles available.
· Cllr. Mary Farrell noted the issue of parking in her area with increased summer visitors and queried what plans are in place to deal with this.

· Mr. Paul Walsh commended the Gardaí on recent drug hauls and queried the policing of wildlife related crime.

· Cllr. B A Murphy raised a number of points including increased suicides and a request for more Gardaí for Bunclody.

· Cllr. Jim Codd queried what the policy is for dealing with camper vans.

· Mr. D Kennedy noted an increase in dog thefts.
· Mr. T. Clyne queried the provision of a bus stop by the cinema in Riverchapel/Courtown and noted vehicles parking in Gorey against the flow of traffic.
The Chief Superintendent answered the queries raised and informed members that there are proposals in place nationally to roll out dog units regionally, with one in Wexford Garda Station and he noted this would be a welcome addition to the county. He also added that the recent merger with Wicklow will result in the allocation of 24 staff moving to Wexford Garda Station and local works will need to be carried out to accommodate this.
The Chief Superintendent also confirmed that policing of wildlife crime is a national policy and this is in included in local policing plans. He also confirmed the availability of motorcycles in Wexford District and advised when Garda numbers increase resources available will be looked at.
9. Garda Youth Awards – Presentation Inspector Graham Rowley

Insp. G. Rowley gave a presentation on the Garda Youth Awards and answered queries from the members on this.

10.  JPC Annual Work Plan 2021
‘FDYS Detached Youth Work/Pop Up Youth Café’ – Presentation Kieran Donohoe, CEO FDYS.
Mr. K. Donohoe gave a presentation on FDYS Pop Up Cafés and answered queries from the members on this. Mr. T. Enright and Chief Superintendent D. Ferry on behalf of Wexford County Council and An Garda Síochana respectively, offered the assistance and support of their organisations to this initiative.
Gorey/Kilmuckridge Policing Fora 
The Chairperson noted a memo had been received and circulated to the members. It is proposed that this new group will meet on Wednesday 23rd June (vis MS Teams) at 2.00pm. 
9. AOB
The Chairperson noted that David Codd, Road Safety Officer and the LA16 forms (Fatal / Serious Injury Collision Forms) will become an item for discussion with the JPC and will be included on future agendas.
The input from Insp. G. Rowley and his colleagues on the Age Friendly Strategy public consultations was acknowledged.

The Chairperson thanked Superintendent Gerry McGrath who is retiring in two weeks for his service and congratulated him on his retirement. He also noted that this will be the last meeting for Chief Officer as Paul L’Estrange is returning to the Chief Fire Officer role with Wexford County Council in the coming weeks and thanked him for his work with the JPC.
10. Date of next meeting

The Chairman confirmed the date of the next meeting as 13th September 2021.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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