
Minutes of Meeting of Joint Policing Committee

Held on Tuesday 15th September, 2020 at 10.00 a.m.

By Teleconference
Attendance:

Members of County Council: 
Cllr. M. Whelan, Chairperson
Cllr. J. Codd
Cllr. J. Hegarty

Cllr. G. Laffan
Cllr. J. Sullivan
Cllr. B.A. Murphy
Cllr P. Breen

Cllr. M. Farrell

Gardaí:



Chief Superintendent Denis Ferry





Superintendent John McDonald (New Ross)






Superintendent Gerard McGrath (Enniscorthy)
County Council Officials:

Mr. T. Enright, Chief Executive





Ms. C. Godkin, Acting Director of Services





Mr. P. L’Estrange, Acting Senior Executive Officer
Community Representatives:
Mr. P. Walsh





Mr. T. Clyne





Mr. D. Kennedy 





Ms. M. Quinn
Also present:


Ms. M. Pepper, People Newspaper
Apologies:



Cllr. P. Bardon
TD J. Browne
Mr. D. MacPartlin
1. Welcome and Roll Call

The Chairperson opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees. A roll call was completed to identify who was attending the meeting and the chairperson explained the etiquette for the meeting.
2. Confirmation of Minutes of JPC Meeting 14th February 2020
On the proposal of Cllr. Barbara-Anne Murphy seconded by Tony Clyne the minutes of the meeting of 14th February, 2020, were agreed and adopted.
3. Matters Arising
None
4. Chairperson’s update

The Chairperson on behalf of the JPC conveyed his condolences to the Chief Superintendent and the Horkan family on the death of Detective Garda Colm Horkan and a minutes silence was observed.
The Chairperson acknowledged the efforts of all those involved in the recent murder trial of Detective Garda Adrian Donohoe
5. Correspondence

The members noted the contents of the presented correspondence, as listed below:

-
Retailers against Smugglers - letter dated March 2020

- 
Policing Authority – Report on Policing Performance by the Garda Síochána dated 6th May 
       2020

-  
Online Public Consultation for Criminal Justice System – email dated 12th June 2020
- 
Engagement with JPCs on priorities for policing – received 9th September 2020

It was agreed to circulate the correspondence on the “Online Public Consultation: Strategy for Criminal Justice System” to Elected Members, Local Authority Officials, PPN, etc. Tony Clyne noted there was an issue with the link with Paul L’Estrange agreed to look into.
Proposed:  Mr. Tony Clyne

Seconded: 
Cllr. Barbara-Anne Murphy
6. Interaction with the Municipal Districts
The Chairperson presented the Municipal District Reports, the contents of which were noted by the members. The Gorey-Courtown Local Policing Fora was discussed and it was noted that this is to be re-established. Cllr. O’Sullivan, Cllr. Farrell and Cllr. Breen agreed to raise this at the next Municipal District meeting.
7. Wexford County Council (Prohibition of consumption of Intoxicating liquor in public places) Draft Bye Laws 2020, 
The Chairperson noted that the Draft Bye Laws had been sent to the Gardaí and the Council’s solicitors for their consideration and are included in today’s meeting for information purposes only. Paul L’Estrange added that the Draft Bye Laws are due to go to the next SPC meeting followed by the full Council meeting.
8. Chief Superintendent Report

Chief Superintendent Denis Ferry gave his report which included the following:
· Policing Overview

· Preventative Policing (Policing Demand, Arrests & Searches, Crime Patrolling and checkpoints, Traffic Policing, Drugs and Public Order)
· Operational Policing (Burglary, Property Crime, Thefts, Robbery, Assault, Traffic Collisions and Sexual Offences)
· Community Engagement during Covid-19
· An Garda Síochána – Operating Model including new Cyber Unit to be based in Wexford
The Chairperson and members thanked the Chief Superintendent and Garda members in Wexford for the work they carried out during Covid-19 and which still continues. The response from Community and Voluntary groups was also acknowledged by the Chief Superintendent and JPC members.
Members raised a number of issues following the presentation including:
· Cllr. M. Whelan queried the replacement Garda for Ballycullane and success of Domestic Violence initiative
· T. Clyne raised a query on Garda resources in Gorey as well as effect of the reduction of Garda divisions
· Cllr. Breen commented on the amount of Garda time spent in court
· Cllr. Codd noted that a local policing fora might be needed in Taghmon due to anti-social behaviour as well as an issue with parking in the village

· Cllr. Murphy expressed concern at the loss of Garda time in Bunclody due to local sergeant also serving as court sergeant.

The Chief Superintendent answered the queries raised and noted that a dedicated IT system – Investigation Management System (IMS) has been deployed to manage all investigations which produces an electronic file which is transferable via electronic means which will be transferable to the court system in the future. The IMS IT system greatly assists Gardaí in the standardisation and management of investigations.
9. JPC Membership

The Chairman informed the members that James Browne TD had written to him to tender his resignation from the JPC following his appointment as Minister of State at the Department of Justice and Equality.

The Chairman added that a number of positions on the JPC could be filled by the Oireachtas members. It was agreed to write to all six Oireachtas members asking them to register an interest in becoming a member of the JPC.

10. AOB

The Chairman proposed to include a CCTV update as an agenda item for the next JPC meeting. Items also agreed - Community Preparedness Plan, JPC Annual Work Plan 2021 and the Garda Commissioners visit to Wexford.  The Chairman also confirmed that a public meeting cannot be held due to national restrictions associated with Covid-19.
Tony Clyne raised the issue of CCTV in the Courtown/Riverchapel area. Following a discussion it was agreed to seek an update and to provide details for the next meeting. Tony also raised a query regarding requirements for moving wide loads which were confirmed as requiring a licence from the local authority.

Cllr. Codd noted that anti-social behaviour was taking place in coastal areas in the south of the county, in particular Rosslare Strand. The Chief Superintendent responded by saying that Gardaí will engage with those involved where this happens and will follow up on this case.

11. Date of next meeting

The Chairman confirmed the date of the next meeting as 9th November at 10am.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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