
Minutes of Meeting of Joint Policing Committee

Held on Monday 9th November, 2020 at 10.00 a.m.

By MS Teams & dial in
Attendance:

Members of County Council: 
Cllr. M. Whelan, Chairman
Cllr. J. Codd
Cllr. J. Hegarty

Cllr. G. Laffan
Cllr. J. Sullivan
Cllr. B.A. Murphy
Cllr P. Breen

Cllr. M. Farrell
Cllr. B. Murphy

Cllr. P. Barden 

Cllr. A. Browne 

Cllr. G Carty 

Cllr. G. Lawlor 

Cllr. F.  O’Suilleabhain 
Gardaí:



Garda Commissioner Drew Harris

Chief Superintendent Denis Ferry





Superintendent John McDonald (New Ross)






Superintendent Gerard McGrath (Enniscorthy)





Superintendent James Doyle (Wexford)

County Council Officials:

Mr. T. Enright, Chief Executive





Mr. D. Minogue, Co. Secretary






Ms. C. Godkin, Acting Director of Services





Mr. P. L’Estrange, Acting Senior Executive Officer





Mr. C. Clancy, Administrative Officer





Ms. A. M. Laffan, Staff Officer
Oireachtas Members:

Senator. M. Byrne






J. Mythen, TD






V. Murphy, TD






P. Kehoe, TD

Community Representatives:
Mr. P. Walsh





Mr. T. Clyne





Mr. D. Kennedy 





Ms. M. Quinn





Mr. J. O’Mahony






Mr. D. McPartlin

Also present:


Ms. K. Shelly, Policing Authority
1. Welcome and Roll Call

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all attendees. A roll call was completed to identify who was attending the meeting and the Chairman explained the etiquette for the meeting.
The Chairman and CEO of Wexford County Council welcomed Garda Commissioner, Drew Harris to the meeting. The Chairman also welcomed the new Oireachtas members to the meeting.
2. Presentation/Q & A with the Garda Commissioner
Garda Commissioner Drew Harris gave a presentation on the new Operating Model for An Garda Síochána and answered any questions the members had. A copy of the presentation will be sent to JPC members.
3. Confirmation of JPC Minutes of Meeting 15th September 2020
On the proposal of Cllr. Barbara-Anne Murphy seconded by Cllr. Pip Breen the minutes of the meeting of 15th September, 2020, were agreed and adopted.
4. Matters Arising
CCTV update – Given the packed agenda and the Garda Commissioners presentation, the Chairman agreed to defer the CCTV presentation until early in the New Year. In response to an earlier query regarding the Courtown/Riverchapel CCTV scheme, the Chairman confirmed that the scheme had gone live on the 2nd November 2020 and noted that authorisation for the Bunclody scheme is nearing point of submission.
5. Chairperson’s update

The Chairman updated members on the September meeting of JPC Chairs which included a discussion on priorities of policing. He added that it was noted that it would be beneficial for Wexford and Wicklow to link in together as we are now in the same Garda District.
6. Community Support Call Centre update
David Minogue, County Secretary informed the members that the Community Support Call Centre continues to operate successfully and offers assistance to members of the public during the pandemic for assistance with items including food, fuel and pharmacy as well as offering befriending support. He added that the number of calls received currently is very small and that during office hours these calls are handled by the Council’s Customer Service Unit as well as an out of hours service which is contracted out.

Chief Superintendent Denis Ferry acknowledged the work of Inspector Graham Rowley and his team and thanked them for their community engagement work during Covid-19.
7. 
Interaction with Municipal Districts
The Chairman presented the Municipal District Reports, the contents of which were noted by the members.
8. 
Chief Superintendent Report
Chief Superintendent Denis Ferry gave his report which included the following:
· Policing Overview

· Preventative Policing (Policing Demand, Arrests & Searches, Crime Patrolling and checkpoints, Traffic Policing, Drugs and Public Order)
· Operational Policing (Burglary, Property Crime, Thefts, Robbery, Assault, Traffic Collisions and Sexual Offences)
· Community Engagement during Covid-19
· An Garda Síochána – Operating Model including new Cyber Unit to be based in Wexford
Members raised a number of issues following the presentation including:
· Cllr. B. A. Murphy queried the number of gardaí in Bunclody Garda Station and whether garda checkpoints are only set up on main roads
· Cllr. F. O’Suilleabhain queried if there has been an increase in the detection of drugs in the Gorey area

· Cllr. Barden noted that both Carrickbyrne and Ballycullane garda stations do not have a garda presence and asked if there are any plans to do so
The Chief Superintendent answered the queries raised and outlined the Community Engagement Framework strategy which will be brought to the JPC as a presentation.   The proposal is to publish the contact details for the liaison Garda and contact options for each area to ensure all communications are answered.
9. JPC Membership

The Chairman informed the members that with the addition of the four new Oireachtas members the JPC has fulfilled its required membership.

10. JPC Annual Work Plan 2021
Paul L’Estrange presented the Draft Annual Workplan for 2021 to the members and asked them to review this for agreement at the next JPC meeting.
11. AOB
Karen Shelly from The Policing Authority addressed the members and thanked them for their contribution to the recent policing survey. She added that if any members are looking for any supporting documentation or training to assist them she would be happy to help.
12. Date of next meeting

Date of the next meeting to be confirmed.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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