 

Minutes of the New Ross Municipal District Monthly Meeting
held on the 10th September 2025 at 14:30hrs in the 
Council Chamber, The Tholsel, Quay Street, New Ross.


Presiding:		Cllr John Dwyer – An Cathaoirleach 

Councillors:		Cllr John Fleming – Leas Cathaoirleach
			Cllr Pat Barden 
Cllr Marty Murphy
Cllr Michael Sheehan
Cllr Bridin Murphy
	 
Officials:		Alan Fitzhenry – District Manager
Áine Waters – Staff Officer
David Murphy – Executive Engineer (Roads)
Eamonn Hore – Director of Services
Abigail Nuzum – Executive Planner
Sean Meyler – Senior Engineer (Special Projects)

Remote:		Angela Finn – Housing Construction
			Hugh Maguire – Administrative Officer (Environment)
			
Apologies: 		Melissa Goff – Senior Staff Officer (Environment)
			Martina Donoghue – Administrative Officer (Housing)

		
					
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr John Dwyer, confirmed that the requisite quorum was in place, welcomed all those in attendance and commenced the meeting.



1. [bookmark: _Hlk99097924]Confirmation of Minutes 

1.1 [bookmark: _Hlk72224741][bookmark: _Hlk95476903]Monthly Meeting 
The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of 9th July, 2025, were proposed by Cllr John Fleming and seconded by Cllr Marty Murphy.

1.3 Matters Arising	
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meetings.








Sympathies 
Cllr Dwyer expressed sympathy for the family of William Wall, of New Ross town. 
Cllr Sheehan wished to be associated with the above sympathies and also to the family of Rosie Goggins, and all bereaved families since our last meeting. 
Cllr M. Murphy expressed sympathies to the family of Willie Cheevers, of Ballyhack. 
Cllr Fleming expressed sympathies to the Redmond family of Courtnacuddy on the passing of Joe Redmond, to the family of Betty Joyce of Rathurtin, to the family of Marcella Lennon of Rathnure, and to the family of Maura O' Mahony of Killinick, mother of Rory O’Mahony, Environment Section. 
Cllr Barden wishes to be associated with the above sympathies and added the families of Clare Barry of Adamstown and Niall Treacy formerly of Wexford Street, New Ross.  


Congratulations
Cllr Fleming offered congratulations to all involved in the Kennedy Summer School, particularly Eamonn Hore, noting it was a great success. He further congratulated Katie-George Dunlevy and Linda Kelly for their success at the UCI Para-cycling World Championships, and also to Nicky Whelan for the success of the strongman competition.
Cllr Sheehan also congratulated Nicky Whelan, as well as those involved in the Summer Sessions, Duncannon Festival and Guitar Festival, and the communities of Cushinstown and Rathnure for their successful community events.
Cllr B. Murphy thanked the people of the district and the town for their support at all of the summer festivals and events, and congratulated all the groups involved in organising those festivals. 
Cllr M. Marty also congratulated everyone involved in the summer festivals and events, with a special mention of Duncannon and the success of their festival. 
 

2.  Consideration of Reports and Recommendations

2.1 District Managers Report 
The District Manager delivered his monthly report and highlighted the following information;

Proposed Change of Date of October NRMD meeting to Wed 15th Oct 
The prescribed statutory period for the draft budgetary plan meetings (GMA) is 14th October 2025 to 15th November 2025.  As in previous years, our October meeting is scheduled for the 8th October, outside of the statutory period. The schedule means our November meeting is too tight to the deadline, so I recommend that we change the date of the October meeting to Wednesday 15th October 2025. The Head of Finance has confirmed her availability to attend on this date also. This is a matter for the members to decide.

Cllr B. Murphy proposed to move the October meeting date to Wednesday 15th October, seconded by Cllr Fleming.

EVENTS
Official Openings of The Shambles & Duncannon Fort Works
We are fully engaged with the Ministers office regarding a new date for the official openings and will circulate it to the Elected members as soon as we have it. 

Summer Festival Series: Summer Sessions, New Ross Guitar Festival, Baginbun Norman Festival & Tri the Hook

Since our last meeting, the Summer Festival Series has taken place with great enjoyment for all. A varied list of events that offered music, culture, history and sport, throughout the district. Many of the events were free to attend and saw large crowds, with initial reports from organisers showing growth in attendees from previous years.

I’d like to congratulate and thank all the organisers for their efforts, and all have in turn, expressed their sincere gratitude to the Elected Members of NRMD & Wexford County Council for their continued support of each event.

Heritage Week 2025
Since our last meeting a very successful Heritage Week was enjoyed in the District. Free tours were offered at Hook Lighthouse, Ros Tapestry, Duncannon Fort & of the town with New Ross Street Focus. All tours were well attended with great feedback. Our thanks to the Heritage Officer Colm Moriarty for his support with these tours. 

Autumn Festival Series: Kennedy Summer School, Eugene O’Neill & New Ross Piano Festival.
It was great to see the Kennedy Summer School back again this year and I’d like to thank the directors and organisers for another fantastic event which gives New Ross national prominence and airtime. It’s superb to see prominent academics, diplomats, political analysts, journalists and politicians, travel to New Ross to partake in what is now acknowledged as the leading summer school in the country.
The 19th New Ross Piano Festival will begin on Wednesday 24th September in St Mary’s Church and a diverse programme of international and local artists is offered again this year. We wish them good luck and full houses.
To complete the autumn series, we will have the Eugene O’Neill International Festival of Theatre which will run from the 9th to the 12th October in St Michael’s Theatre, commencing with the premiere of The Memory Room by Sheila Forsey. As always, a full and varied programme is promised, and we look forward to welcoming our friends from Danville, California to New Ross.    
All of these Festivals are supported by Wexford County Council and the New Ross Municipal District and the organisers are grateful to the Elected Members of New Ross Municipal District for their continued support.
Culture Night 2025

Working with the Wexford County Council Arts Section, New Ross will once again take part in the national Culture Night on Friday 19th September. The largest New Ross District programme ever includes family workshops, street tours, and live performances, culminating with Screen Wexford’s Film Screening at St. Michael’s Theatre, a showcase of short films by talented local filmmakers.

PROJECTS
CCTV
Educom are nearing completion of fitting the new CCTV infrastructure in New Ross with 20+ cameras now fully operational. 

The Shambles
The project is at completion stage. 

Duncannon Fort Works
This project is at completion stage. 

Motorhome Park
The Motorhome Park application (LAC2502) was submitted and the Part 8 planning process commenced but unfortunately further environmental assessment has been requested by the NPWS in this Natura 2000 site. A more detailed EIS will now need to be compiled and An Coimisiún Pleanála will be required to make a decision. See correspondence from the Planning Section for full details. 

Quay Street Regeneration
Waterford based Malone O’Regan Consulting Engineers have successfully tendered and been appointed for the Design & Construction related Consultancy Services for the Pedestrianisation of Quay Street. A Project Team meeting took place with MOR in late August to start the detailed design process. We are delighted to see this important stage reached in the project and look forward to working with Malone O’Regan Consulting Engineers. 

Sports Capital Pearse Park
The District Team continues to prepare for these works, which include the resurfacing & refurbishing of the Multi Use Games Area, additional public lighting and the development of a teen friendly space at the park. 

New Ross Skate Park
This project is “shovel ready” and awaiting a funding opportunity from the Government. 

New Ross Courthouse Project
The District Team, working with Special Projects, submitted an application at the end of July under the 2025 Town & Village Renewal Scheme, for the renovation of the old Courthouse building in New Ross. This building was acquired by WCC three years ago under the TVRS Building Acquisition Measure. A strong application was submitted, and we hope it will be successful in securing the necessary funding. 

OTHER ITEMS
Make Way Day 2025
New Ross Municipal District will take the lead on activity for this year’s Make Way Day. The event will take place on the 26th of September with the following activities proposed: event to be held in Brennans Lane, including pop up information stands. It’s proposed the event in Brennans Lane will be pre informed by the launching of a new promotional video highlighting the extensive works and accessibility features of New Ross Town. The event will afford the local community the opportunity to view improvements and to have a say on what future improvements they would like to see especially regarding accessibility. 
The Access Section will be in attendance along with the Age Friendly Coordinator and Library staff promoting services and accessibility projects including the virtual tours and accessible heritage sites from the Advanced Digital Access Participation Project.

New Ross Library Extension Update
Wexford County Council has appointed Hall, Black, Douglas Architects as the architectural and project management lead consultant for the extension and refurbishment of New Ross Library. Award winning architects Hall, Black Douglas were the project architects on the Gorey Civic Centre and Library complex.
Work on this project has now commenced with a number of surveys being undertaken. It is now really important to gather information from members of the community from all backgrounds about what they would like to see in their newly extended library. A open evening for members of the public will be held in New Ross Library on Tuesday 7th October from 5pm to 7.30pm to discuss plans for the building and services provided and to get valuable input from the local community. Construction is expected to commence on the extension in early summer. 

Chamber Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards 2025
I am delighted to confirm that The Great New Ross Riverside Walk project has been short listed for an ELG award under the Supporting Sustainable Communities category. Of the 8 projects submitted by Wexford County Council, this New Ross project was the only one that made the short list. The Excellence in Local Government Awards, sponsored by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage are held to recognise and celebrate the outstanding work being carried out by Local Authorities all over Ireland.  The awards night will take place on Thursday 27th November and our fingers are crossed for another New Ross win at national level. 

Cllr Sheehan complimented the District Staff and crew for their work in keeping the town looking amazing all summer. Cllr Sheen requested that we write back to the Director of Services, Liz Hore, for alternative uses for the IDA site in Butlersland due to their lack of interest in the site. Cllr Sheehan further requested that the Council do some work to the old Sweeney’s garden centre to tidy it up, Cllr Sheehan requested an update on drafting new Cemetery Byelaws, and an update on the timeline for works on Quay Street.
Cllr B. Murphy noted the number of positive projects ongoing but queried the environmental assessment requested by the NPWS on the Motorhome Park planning application and what kind of delay this will have on the project, and added to Cllr Sheehan’s request to write to DOS Liz Hore regarding the IDA site that the questions is asked when the IDA last visited the site and also what markets are they targeting for this site outside of the US.  
Cllr Fleming queried the planning process for the Motorhome Park.
Cllr Sheehan enquired about this planning process and if the public can make submissions similar to normal planning applications. 
Cllr Barden enquired about the ownership of the old Sweeney’s garden centre. 
Cllr M. Murphy queried the DPIs schemes and if they are still on target. 

The District Manager thanked Cllr Sheehan and confirmed he would pass along the message of thanks to the staff and crew. 
The District Manager agreed to write to Director of Services regarding the IDA site, regarding the old Sweeney’s garden centre advised that our crew have done some work to tidy it up, but the Council does not own the tunnels and sheds and therefore can’t do anything with them. The District Manager confirmed that enquiries have been made to the Community Section and the Wexford District regarding updating the Cemetery Byelaws, and confirmed to the Members that the construction tender is due to go live at the end of the year with a contractor appointed and on site in the new year. 
DOS, Eamonn Hore, advised regarding the Motorhome Park planning application that a new application must now be made to An Coimisiún Pleanála and that their timeframe is at least a year, and clarified this process for the Members, confirming that any member of the public can make submissions to An Coimisiún Pleanála.
The District Manager and DOS Eamonn Hore clarified the ownership status of the old Sweeney’s garden centre and memorial stone service located there, noting that the Council own the site, the garden centre has a lease with WCC and the garden centre gave a sub lease on the property to the memorial stone service owner. 
DOS Eamonn Hore confirmed that all DPIs are on target currently. 

[bookmark: _Hlk179363395][bookmark: _Hlk173241865][bookmark: _Hlk165365738][bookmark: _Hlk161065317][bookmark: _Hlk88561505]2.1a Special Projects Report
The Senior Engineer delivered his report before responding to queries raised by the Members:

Cllr Sheehan noted that an NIS has been requested for the John Street Grain Store and raised the point that the Members approved the full redevelopment of Grain Store, and reiterated that the Municipal District is committed to the full project and does not want to see either element of this project diluted. Cllr Sheehan enquired about the timeframe for the NIS.

Mr Meyler confirmed that the building was approved under Part 8, and the public realm aspect is now going to An Coimisún Pleanála for an NIS and the timeframe for this is approximately 1 year. Mr Meyler advised that the development of the building proceed in its own right and once the public realm is approved, that can proceed. 

Cllr Sheehan reiterated that the Municipal District committed to the full development and that both elements need to proceed. 
Mr Meyler advised that if funding becomes available before planning is in position for the public realm is in place, Special Projects will still apply for funding for the building element itself as they must proceed with the project. 

Cllr Fleming enquired if there is a pedestrian counter on the greenway to see how many people are using it. 
Mr Meyler advised that there is a counter on the New Ross section but that this would only be a fraction of the number of people using the entire greenway and he would have to check with Kilkenny County Council for full numbers.  

Cllr Dwyer requested an update on the Glenmore section of Greenway. 
Mr Meyler advised that all sections of the Greenway are progressing as planned. 

Cllr M. Marty requested if the plans for the Hook Lighthouse Visitor Centre could be presented to the Members before going public. 
Mr Meyler advised he will arrange a presentation for the Members. 


2.2 Roads Report
The Executive Engineer delivered his report before responding to queries from the members;

Cllr B. Murphy noted some concerns about Leech’s bend in Clonroche after witnessing a vehicle lose control on the bend, and requested an update on measures for this bend such as signage.
Cllr Fleming requested more signage for the road at the creche in Monamolin.
Cllr Sheehan enquired about an update for reduced speed limits on roads surrounding town, and requested resurfacing of the roads in Pondsfields noting the poor condition of the roads throughout the town.
Cllr Barden enquired about an update for drainage works for the 4 schemes on the programme of works, and asked for works to the diversion routes used for the interconnector works at Baginbun. Cllr Barden further enquired about Active Travel/Safe Route to Schools applications for footpaths and lighting, in particular Newbawn and Adamstown. 
Cllr Dwyer raised concerns about public lighting around the town, in particular Barrack Lane, he further raised concerns about sightlines on the Great Island causeway noting that trees need to be cut back, and enquired about speed restriction measures on the Bawnmore road. 
Cllr M. Murphy requested an update on public lighting in Ballycullane, Saltmills & Kilhile, and also enquired if Safe Route to School at St Leonards could be extended to the new line, and asked for an update on the surface of the bend at Crosbies Transcar, and asked for speed restriction measures at Ballyhack. 

The Engineer confirmed that he has spoken to the Roads Section and a tender has been sought to realign the bend at Leech’s bend. 
The Engineer advised that he is meeting with the RSO and will raise the issue of speeding in Monamolin. 
The Engineer confirmed that a speed limit review is due to take place next year on the roads in and around the town and will provide an update on this closer to the time. 
The Engineer advised that the Roads budget is limited and if funding becomes available he will look at the roads in town. 
The Engineer confirmed that drainage works are due to commence in the coming weeks, and the diversion routes at Baginbun will be considered for works should funding become available. DOS Eamonn Hore clarified the budget situation for Active Travel, noting the lack of funds.
The Engineer has spoken to the lighting contractor regarding the faults in town and he will report the issues in Barrack Lane as well. 
The Engineer advised that he will review the sightlines on the Great Island causeway, and has engaged a contractor to gauge the possibility of traffic calming measures there. 
The Engineer advised that the school in Bawnmore didn’t apply for Safe Routes to School but he will put in traffic counters and see what other funding streams may be available for safety.  
The Engineer advised that he had met with Public Lighting Section regarding Ballycullane and a number of villages, and will request an update. The Engineer will look at St. Leonards with the RSO regarding extending the footpath, and advised that additional line marking has been put in place but will look for funding for footpath. The Engineer will look at the lighting in Ballyhack and will look for public feedback for speed restrictions. 

Cllr Sheehan requested that we write to the Minister of Transport for more funding for our roads. DOS Eamonn Hore advised that he has contacted numerous departments outlining the issues with roads in the county but has been advised that funding is based on length of roads rather than condition of the roads. Cllr Sheehan enquired about a scheme similar to an LIS for roads in town. 
A discussion about LIS ensued amongst the Members.  


2.3 Housing Report
      Noted. 

2.3a Housing Report – New Ross Only
Noted.


2.3b Housing Capital
Senior Staff Officer, Angela Finn, delivered her report before responding to queries raised by the Members:

Cllr Sheehan requested a list of all houses due for energy upgrades this year, he requested an update on the unit at the Bullawn, he further requested an explanation from DOS Carolyne Godkin on the inspections carried out on phase 2 of Cluain Fada. Cllr Sheehan also requested that we write to Kilkenny County Council regarding the approval of planning for 75 houses on outskirts of town ensuring that they will be sold privately rather than turnkey sales. 
Cllr Barden requested an update on the wait times for Housing Aid for Older People.

Ms Finn advised that a tender pack is due to issue for the Bullawn development and the delays have been caused by archaeology of the site. 
Ms Finn will refer all other queries to Housing for response. 

Cllr Sheehan requested an estimate of costings for the Bullawn development.
Cllr Barden enquired if funding has been approved for development in Adamstown.

Ms Finn advised regarding the Bullawn that they would have to wait for the tenders to see costs, and funding has been approved for development in Adamstown and tender is planned to be advertised before Christmas.  

      2.4 Planning Report
The Executive Planner delivered her report before clarifying certain matters for the Members.

Cllr Dwyer enquired if the Planner has inspected the project at Hewitsland.
Cllr Barden queried the wait times for a preplanning meeting. 

The Planner confirmed that she had inspected the project and will speak to her colleagues in Enforcement regarding the issues noted. 
The Planner advised that preplanning wait times are currently 3-4 weeks. 


2.5 Planning Decisions – Grants 
Noted.


2.6 Planning Decisions – Refusals 
Noted. 

[bookmark: _Hlk145418197]
      2.7 Libraries Archives & Arts Report
      Noted. 
[bookmark: _Hlk74048996]      2.8 Community Development Report
Noted. 
Cllr Fleming advised that the Local Community Safety Partnership, the 
replacement of the Joint Policing Committee, is due to commence the end of 
September. 
Cllr Sheehan wished Cllr Mary Farrell well in contesting the chair for this committee. 


[bookmark: _Hlk158708577]2.9 Environment Report
The Administrative Officer delivered his report before responding to queries raised 
by the Members:
Cllr Sheehan requested an update on the proposed works at Duncannon Harbour. 
Cllr M. Murphy requested an update on the new Fethard Harbour slipway.
Cllr B. Murphy raised concerns regarding the lack of dog fouling bins and the issue 
of dog fouling in the town, and requested more dog fouling bins. 
Cllr Barden requested dog fouling bins for his area also. 

Mr Maguire advised that the Duncannon Harbour works had gone to tender but will 
request a further update and revert. 
Mr Maguire advised he would request an update from the Coastal Engineer 
regarding Fethard Harbour. 
Mr Maguire advised that dog fouling bins are provided by the District but would ask 
the Environmental Warden to look into the complaint, and clarified that any bin can 
used for dog foul. 


[bookmark: _Hlk140041694]2.10 Fire Services Report
     Noted. 


2.11 Members Portal
Noted. 


3.   Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the                                          
      Municipal District Members

3.1 Vote to change date of October monthly meeting in line with statutory period of Draft Budgetary Plan (GMA) to 15th October, 2025 at 2.30pm
Cllr B. Murphy proposed to move the October meeting date to Wednesday 15th October, seconded by Cllr Fleming.


3.2 S.183- 44 Bewley Street, New Ross
On the proposal of Cllr Sheehan, seconded by Cllr Barden, the Section 183 notice was endorsed, unanimously agreed, and allowed to proceed to the plenary session as presented. 


4.  Other Business
5.   Notice of Motion/s



[bookmark: _Hlk161056827]6.   Correspondence



7.   AOB
The District Manager advised the Members that the IDA has removed its damaged sign following our correspondence regarding same, and that the cannonballs have been restored and placed back at the Three Bullet Gate.

Cllr Dwyer raised concerns of the condition of the Augustinian steps and the potential for a beautiful part of the town. 
The District Manager and DOS agreed that the area is an eyesore and needs to be dealt with, advising that we have met with parties involved to ensure the area is looked after. 
A discussion about the site and sale ensued. 

Cllr Dwyer enquired about an update on Phase 2 of the CCTV project, and asked if the new lawn cemetery in St. Stephen’s is included. 
The District Manager will request an update from the consultants and revert. 





THAT CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE MEETING



Signed on the 




____________________________________
Cllr John Dwyer
An Cathaoirleach
New Ross Municipal District
1

