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OUTDOOR RECREATION INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEME 2026/2027
  EXPRESSION OF INTEREST  & ADVISORY NOTES
Before completing this Expression of Interest applicants should read Advisory Notes below and Scheme Outline
PROJECT NAME
	Project Name:
( 5-10 words max)
	



Local Community Group Information

	Community Group:
	

	Contact Person:
	

	Position:
	

	Email:
	

	Telephone No.:
	

	List all other stakeholders involved in this application:
	













Please indicate which measure your Expression of Interest relates to (select one only) :

	Project Development Measure – development costs for outdoor recreation projects (incl. Equestrian Trails)
	

	Measure 1 – Small scale repair / maintenance / development / promotion and marketing – Grant amount up to €40,000
	

	Measure 2 – Medium scale repair / maintenance / upgrade and new trail / amenity development  - Grant amount up to €200,000
	

	Measure 3 – Strategic large scale repair / upgrade and new strategic trail / amenity development – Grant amount up to €500,000
	




Project Information 
	Please provide a clear and concise description of the proposed project: . (Max. 30 words)
	

	Project Type:
New amenity/ extension to existing amenity 
repair/maintenance/upgrade of an existing amenity

	

	Is this Trail currently on the Trail Register? 
If No, is it your aim to register this trail with the Trail Management Organisation? **Trail inspection fees are eligible costs
	Yes/No

Yes/No.

	Has this project, or part of, previously received funding under ORIS? 

	Yes/No.
If so please outline:

	Is there any other application pending for this project?
If so please outline:
	

	Location of proposed works: Include nearest town/village:
	



	Please provide the Eircode and/or XY (ITM format)  Co-ordinates of  the project: 
XY coordinates should be captured in Irish Transverse Mercator (ITM) formats. Coordinates can be converted to ITM format here: Active GNSS Station Data. This data will be used to geo-map all successful projects
	EIRCODE
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 



XY (ITM)
	E
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	N
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 




	Please provide a map (if applicable) showing the location and exact length of the proposed works that are to be funded this application
	



	Outline the steps taken to ensure that the proposed locations and projects have been identified in consultation with relevant communities 
	List events that facilitated this consultation e.g. Town-Hall meetings, advertisement, local media, social media, consultation with elected representatives, PPN’s, resident’s associations etc.



	Confirmation that Planning (if required) is in place 
	Please provide planning reference number and expiry date:


	If planning permission is not required
	Please provide copy of Section  5 Declaration of Exemption (not required if proposal is for repair/maintenance/upgrade of an existing amenity- see advisory note)


	Do you own the land or have the written consent of the landowner? 
	

	Is the project located on Coillte or NPWS lands?

	If yes, please provide written consent of  Coillte/NPWS, detailing the agreed project



	Is the project located in any special area of conservation or designated site e.g. Natura 2000,SAC,SPA, NHA etc. [Check here ]
 
	Yes/No

If it is within, or potentially impacts upon any designated site,  have the appropriate screenings and assessments been completed e.g. appropriate assessment, environmental assessments, ecological assessments etc.?
Provide detail of assessments including results







	Is this amenity free of charge to the public?
	

	Are these works part of a larger project:
 
	Yes/No
If yes, what are the objectives of the larger project, and give details of funding approved, applied for and planned for the other phases: Include details of previous funding applied for or granted under ORIS or any other scheme (RRDF, Sports Capital etc.)

	Outline how the project will support an inclusive approach or enhance opportunities for people with disabilities and is aligned with universal design and accessibility principles:

	If proposal is for Measure 2 or Measure 3, has the project previously received funding under a Project Development Measure, if so, please provide details. 

	Please provide a full and concise description of the proposed project and the works involved (max 500 words) 










	How will the applicant provide for the ongoing maintenance of the project? 






	Outline how the proposed project addresses an identified need: (Up to 5 Bullet Points)	










	How will the project impact the local area and support tourism:

















Detailed Costings for Proposed Project: 
Please provide detailed breakdown of all elements of the proposed works including any professional/other fees/costs. Costings to be accompanied by quotation(s) or QS estimate
	Project Elements*
(provide details of each element)
	Cost (inc. VAT)

	1. 
	€

	2. 
	€

	3. 
	€

	4. 
	€

	5. 
	€

	6. 
	€

	7. 
	€

	8. 
	€

	Professional fees
(e.g. architectural, engineering, survey costs) 
	€
	% of total project cost: 
            

	Total Project Cost  
	€                      


	Grant Aid amount sought.
(Max of 90% of total project costs) 
	€

	Match Funding: (Min 10% of total cost)
 
	€

	Is the full match funding in place at the time of this EOI (Y/N)? If no please provide further detail
	

	Source(s) of Match Funding: 
Please provide details
	












Use of Data
The information on this Application Form will be used by Wexford County Council  the purposes of processing the application. Further information may be sought by the Wexford County Council to clarify aspects of the project proposal. Wexford Co Co may draw on broader, more specialist expertise where required, and such information as considered necessary to complete an assessment of your application may be shared with those experts. 

The Applicant and the Department are subject to the data protection and privacy laws of Ireland and the EU, in particular the Data Protection Act 2018 and Regulation (EU) 2016/679, known as the EU General Data Protection Regulation (“GDPR”). Any personal information which you provide as part of the application process will be obtained and processed in compliance with Data Protection legislation. 



Declaration by Applicant 

I confirm that I have read and understood this document including Advisory Note  and declare that the particulars supplied in this application are true and correct and that – 
· The costings are accurate and accompanied by quotation/ QS estimate
· Match funding is available for the project.
· All necessary permissions are in place: planning permission/Part 8 planning consent (if applicable) etc. 
· All relevant ecological survey work has been undertaken e.g. Appropriate Assessment screening etc. (if required) 
· There is evidence of ownership,  or the consent of the landowner. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk228260720]The project will comply with Public Procurement Guidelines.  
· No funding has been allocated for the same works from any other sources.
· No funding request has been submitted to any other body under the ORIS 2026/27 funding call.


[bookmark: _Hlk228260746]I acknowledge the information regarding the use of data set out above and give consent to the Wexford County Council for the sharing of all information, personal or otherwise, contained in this application and any attachments accompanying it, in accordance with the uses of the data and information provided above. 



Signed on behalf of _______________________ (Community Group)

Signature _______________________________

Name in Block Capitals____________________

Position held ______________________________

Date___________________________________

Fully completed Expression of Interest (EOI) in both ( MS WORD document) and signed (PDF) must be submitted via e mail only to oris@wexfordcoco.ie to be received no later then 5p.m. on the following dates

	Scheme Measure
	Closing date for submission to Wex Co Co 

	Project Development Measure 
	5pm Friday 14th August, 2026

	Measure 1
	5pm Friday 14th August, 2026

	Measure 2
	5pm Friday 25th Sept, 2026

	Measure 3
	5pm Friday 25th Sept, 2026



       


ADVISORY NOTE

For the Attention of all Groups considering submitting applications 
under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 
This applies to Measures - M1, M2, M3
1.Applicant groups must be properly constituted and capable of managing public funds in accordance with national governance and financial management requirements. They must have an active bank account in the name of the organisation to facilitate the receipt and administration of grant funding. They must also hold valid tax clearance status throughout the duration of the project (this applies to all measures, including Project Development Measures)
2. Match Funding – Cash Contribution – Minimum of 10% of Total Project Cost 
Successful groups/projects will be required to provide this funding and provide evidence of source of this funding. (applies to all measures)
Benefit in kind is not permitted for 2026/2027 ORIS applications as outlined by the Department of Rural & Community Development. 
3. If a project exceeds the approved budget, it is the responsibility of the applicant  group to fund any such overspend. 
4. All Projects must be shovel ready with all required permissions/consents in place. 
Applications under this scheme will not be accepted if Planning Permission (if required) is not in place. Planning Register Reference number to be submitted with all EOI’s 
If Planning Permission is not in place, applicant groups must submit a ‘Section 5 Declaration of Exempted Development’ to the Planning Authority with the required detail. The decision issued by the Planning Authority must be submitted at the time of submission of the EOI. **this requirement does not apply where the proposal is for a Project Development Measure or the repair/maintenance or upgrade of an existing amenity (but does apply if the upgrade includes any extension to an existing amenity)
5.Applications must align with Irelands National Outdoor Recreation Strategy 
https://www.gov.ie/en/departmentofruralandcommunitydevelopmentandthegaeltacht/policyinformation/embracingirelandsoutdoorsnationaloutdoorrecreationstrategy2023-2027

6.Projects that are developed or improved should be done so with health & safety in mind and ensure that adequate indemnity is in place to protect recreational user.
Trails registered with Sport Ireland will be covered by the National Trails Insurance policy. Further details available at:
https://www.sportireland.ie/outdoors/trail-development
  
7.When considering a proposal that involves roadside trail (footpath), applicant groups must first liaise with the local Municipal District Engineer in relation to the proposed project. 
8.The following types of projects and activities, are NOT eligible under ORIS 
· Greenways in excess of 20km
· Infrastructure for commercial activities 
· Purchase/lease of land
· Legal fees
· Standalone outdoor gym/calisthenics workout area projects 
· Sculptures
· Motorised vehicles
· Sports grounds, traditional playgrounds and Multi-Use Gaming Areas (MUGAs)
· Works within Town Parks, marked street trails, walkways and cycleways within towns and villages 
· Any surfacing works to public roads regardless of whether they form part of an existing trail. The level of finish for any works on trails on non-public roads must be commensurate with the needs of walking trails and not the needs of vehicular traffic i.e. the scheme is not designed for tarring roads
· Refurbishment and construction of buildings (except for toilets  and in very exceptional and limited circumstances for projects where this would substantially improve access to, and the utilisation of, recreational resources by the wider public)
· Walking or running tracks located in a confined space, e.g. around sports pitches or playgrounds, or within other sports grounds
· Works covered under the agreed work plans of the Walks Scheme 
· Activities which do not comply with the definition of countryside/outdoor recreation as set out above and as defined in Embracing Ireland’s Outdoors
· Capacity building or training
· Ongoing operational costs
· Costs not directly related to the project
· Indirect costs of the project e.g. community organisation staff time spent working on the project in an administrative capacity
· Organisation core costs, including overheads
· Retrospective costs - activity that has already been undertaken or costs incurred prior to date of project approval
· VAT where applicants are registered for VAT
· Charges such as bank interest costs, fines, financial penalties, and legal dispute costs
· Sponsorship and charitable donations
· Depreciation
· Notional costs e.g. lost opportunity

9. The applicant group will be responsible for all  on-going management, maintenance and funding following completion of the project. 
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