Extract from Parliamentary Representation Ireland 1832
A window on New Ross - 179 years ago

RLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION, IRELAND.

So, how have things changed? What was the situation in New Ross 179 years ago,
when the ‘Reports and Plans on Proposed Boundaries of Cities and Boroughs in Ireland’
(including New Ross), were ordered by The House of Commons, London, 8 June 1832.

FURTHER RETURNS to au Order of the Honourable House of Commons,

dated Sth May 1832 ;—for,

179 years ago

1832 - 34 years after the 1798 rebellion.

1832 - 13 years before the building of the original Dunbrody Ship.

1832 - John Hyacinth Talbot, MP, Repeal Association Party, elected to represent B i 1
New Ross in the House of Commons. SR

1832 - William Henry Bartlett, Artist and Architect publishes his iconic drawing ference to the Crries and Bonovens in Treland sending Represent
entitled ‘New Ross'.

1832 - The Report on New Ross. Read on ... Cuizr SECRETARY, in answer to such IwstrucTIONS.
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28.—NEW ROSS.

REPORT on the Borough of New Ross; with a Descrinti Eol
Proposed Boundary. a Description of the

NEW ROSS, otherwise Rogsponpzm. or Rosspont, is not, as its name might
import, 8 new.Town, but one of considerable antiquity, and is called “ New” only i
1o distinguish it from an older p!ace, called also Ross, (now of no importance) in g:::rli!p;;:n;m
its neighbourho?d. New Ross is called an ancient Borough in the Charter that aucient Towa.
was granted to it by James I.

It is sitoate on the left bank of the River Barrow, in the County of Wexfi
{he distance of 80 statute miles from Dublin. The River is nav‘?gablc up {t)(l;d’tt?é
Town for Vessels of 200 tons burthen; and by means of it a considerable Export
Trade in Agricultural Produce is carried on. There is a wooden Bridge over the
Barrow, which connects the Town with the County of Kilkenny.

There are in the Town 1,040 Houses, of all sorts; and the Population, accord- pyyjas
ing to the Census ?f 1831, is 6,284 ; the increase in the last 10 years being about PRENARI
s00. The Town is seated on the side of a steep hill, rising from the River, and
its general appearance does not denote prosperity ; this, however, we are told is
owing to the difficulty that has existed of late years in obtaining land on leases of
sufficient duration to encourage building,

2. The Town has received several Charters; one from Richard 11, another Charters.
from Edward v1, a third from James 1, and a fourth from James 11; the latter, Charternowin force
however, having been annulled in the time of King William, the Charter of James i, grotedby James1,
granted in the seventh year of his reign (1609) is the latest now in force. in the year 160g.

As in it 0o mention is made of the right of returning Members to Parliament, we
conceive that this right rests only on prescription. ew Ross first ‘sent Members
to Parliament in the year 1374. .

The persons who at present enjoy the Elective Franchise are, 24 Burgesses and No. of Electors:
14 Freemen; in all 38. The Freemen are admitted solely by special favenr. Of 24 gurgessm.
the 38 Electors about 20 are resident. t4 LIcemen:

3. By the Charter the number of Burgesses is not limited, nor is that of ‘the Constitution of the
Freemen. The Sovereign is elected annually, and must be a Burgess ; the Re- Borough.
corder also must bea Burgess. There are two Bailiffs who may be either Burgesses
or Freemen. The Mayor and Recordec are ex officio Magistrates of the County
of Wexford ; and the %overeign on vacating that office, is a Magistrate for the
Town for the ensning year. At present the duties of the Sovereign are performed
by a Deputy, though we do not see that such an officer is recognized by the _ !
gharter‘. By the Charter (of James 1.) the Borough is made to extend one mile aBT::L%ge?':E]hms
in every direction beyond its former Limits, it therefore includes a great deal of [yt bayoeud
what ig at present purely an Agricultural District ; but as the dwellers within this e Town
District have never enjoyed the Elective Franchise, we are noL_c:a_lled npon by our
instructions to include so much of what is purely the Country within our Boundary,
simply because it is within the Jurisdiction of the Sovereign, or part of the Borough
by the Charter.

4. The Corporation possess Estates of some extent, but they have been leased for Eatates of the
long terms, at low reats, so that their present income is said not to exceed £, 200, Corporation.

I annnim. H
pe n U ntil

* The Charter gives to Uie Burgresses Ui power.of appuinting to tulenor pffices.; but nu power o

depute 1o others the duties ol Lhu superior olfigers,
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Until very lately they also levied Tolls, which in former times produced £. 400
or £. 500, a year; but these Tolls have latterly been disputed, and are now dis-
continued.

5. There are six Parishes joined in the Union of New Ross; viz. Old Ross,
Clonleigh, Ballyanne, Turreraugh, Cashinstown and St. Mary, in which latter
Parish the Town of New Rossis situate.  The exact Boundaries of these Parighes
could only be ascertained by considerable time and trouble. There is but one
Parish Church for the whole Union, that of St. Mary within the Town of New
Ross. The Union contains 20,000 statute acres,

6. There are no Assessments in the Town except for Church Cess; and on
this the sum raised is only for the present year, £. 10, 15. 2. on 340 houses.

This sum being so trifling as scareely to make the people care about the fairmess
of the Assessment, we did not feel inclined to put much confidence init. We
therefore employed persons to make a valuation under our own inspection, but
we find the result little different from that of the Churchwardens.

7. The following is an account of the Qualifving Hounses as far us we could ascer-
tain them:

Above £, 50 vearly value - - - - - - 13
From £. 40 to £.50 - - = - s g = A
- 300 40 = 5 - - - - - 32
= 2010 30 - - - - - ~ - qo
- toto 20 - - - - = - - 130
Storehouses - . 5 £ - - 32

Houses and Land together, and worth £.10 - - - 12
Total - - - 316

The total number of IHouses is 1,040, of which 893 are slated, and 147
thatched.

The Houses may also be divided into those having more than seven windows,
which are 314, and those with less, 726,

8. The 316 Qualifying Tenements will not however furnish an equal number of
Qualified Occupiers, for we have to deduct, 1st, Forunoccupied Houses ; 2dly, For
Houses occupied by Females ; 3dly, For cases where two or more Tenements are
occupied by the same person, as is the case generally with the warehouses ; and,
lastly, For persons disqualificd by office, and if we take all these at 70, we do not
reckon on the number of Qualified Voters exceeding 240.

The number of Frecholders registered for the County of Wexford in virtue of
property in the ‘T'own of New Ross, is 22 ; of which 18 are resident Householders
in the same.

Of the 38 persons at present in possession of the Elective Franchise, 20 only
are resident in the Town, or within seven miles ; and of these latter, 12 are House-
holders within our limits, so that the number whose rights are to be reserved we do
not reckon at more than eight.

9. Our probable Constituency will, according to the foregoing statement, be as
follows :

Householders who have already Votes - - - - 12
Ditto - who will acquire Votes by the Bil - - 234
Freemen, with rights reserved, resident within seven miles - 8

Total - - - 254

10. We have as yet spoken only of the Town of New Ross, on the left bank of
the Barrow; but there is a Village called Rossbercon on the ather side of the
River, that we consider to have a community of interest with the Town, suclias o
entitle it to be included with it s

il [




BOROUGH OI NEW ROSS. 123

11. We consider onrselves obliged to include the Suburb called Irish Town, bhut we Remarks on the
do not go beyond the Burial Ground, because the houses there cease to be contign- Proposed Boundary.
pus, and that Modellin beyond it is generally considered to bea separate V

: illage.
The distinction is also strongly marked by a considerable fall in (he ground. 8

Nearly the whole of the "Town of New Ross is the property of Alr. Tottenham,
and we understand that the Leases held under him are generally far short periods.

The Table that we subjoin contains a summary of the information that we have Talle.
heen able to collect.

At present it will not add above 10 or 12 to the Constituency ; but being on

the bank of the River it may very possibly increase. [t is connected with Wow
Ross by means of a wooden Bridge.

The following is the Boundary we propose :

From the point (A) on the South of the Town, a1 which the
hack Road is met by the Southern Fence of the Garilen of Belle Vue Cottage,
along such Southern Fence to the Eastern extremity thereof (B); thence in
a straight line, up a steep hill, to the point at which the middle Ballyhack
Road is joined by a Bye-Road, which runs Eastward therefrom, and at which
woint there is a Gateway and one Pillar (C); thence along the said Bye-
E{uud to the point (D) at which the same turns to the Sou&:, and which is
marked by a Gateway and two Pillars ; thence in a straight line, in an Eas-
terly direction, to the Southern End of the Barn (L), which stands in a Straw
Yard, on the Eastern side of the Upper Ballyhack Road ; thence, Northward,
along the Upper Ballyhack Road to the point (F) at which the same meets the
Wexford Road ; thence, Eastward, along the Wexford Road to the point (G)
at which the same is joined by a Road from Irish Town; thence in a straight
line to the South-western corner of the Burial Ground (H) at the Eastern
extremity of Irish Town; thence along the Western Boundary of the said
Burial Ground 1o the pointat which the same meets the Irish Town Road (K) :
thence, Westward, along the Irish Town Road to the point at which the same
is met by a Lane which runs Northward therefrom on the Eastern side of My
Sutton’s House and Brewery (L): thence, Northward, along the said Lape
for abeut 130 yards to the point at which the same reaches a Etone Stile (M ) ;
thence in a straight line to a Gateway (N) on the Mountgarret Road, which
Gateway is the first on the Eastern side thereof, to the North of the-point at
which the said Mountgarret Road is joined by a Road from Irish Town:
thence in a straight line, in a North-westerly direction, to the Ruins of a Quay
or Wharf on the Western side of the River Barrow (P); thence in a straighit
line to the point (Q) at which the Kilkenny Road is joined by the first Bye-
Road to the West of the Roman Catholic Chapel ; thence in a straight line, in
a Southerly direction, to the South-western corner of the Garden (R) of the
House attached ta the Mill on the Western Bank of the River Barrow ; thence
along the Southern Boundary of the last-mentioned Garden to the South-
eastern corner thereof (8) ; thence in a straight line to the point first described.

Lower Ba“y- P'roposed Bowndary.

George Gipps.
10 December 1831, 7. C. Dufly.
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MEMBERS RETURNED FOR NEW ROSS, SINCE THE UNION.

] Chistles T, b ) P Elected.
General Election - 1arles Tottenham. esq. junior, of Ba curry, B
County Wexford - E —J = y_ _}‘D July - 1802

Ponsonby Tottenham, esq. City of Dublin, in_ -
room of said Charles Tottenham, resigned -}20 July - 1805

General Election - Major Chades Leigh, London - - - - 10 Nov. - 1800
Ditto - - William Wigram, esq. London - - - - 22 May - 1807
*

Ditte - - John Carroll, esq. Dublin - - - - 26 June - 18:8

Ditte - - Ditto, re-elected - - - - - - 20 Mareh 1820
I'rancis Leigh, esq. Rosegarland, in room of Mr.} :

Carroll, resi’gne{l e S = =f 9/Feb. -a821

John Doherty, esq. Dublin, in room of Mr. Leigh} March 182

(resigned) - - e - - - o 4

General Election -  William Wigram, esq. London - - - - 20 June - 1826

Ditte -

Charles Powell Leslie, esq. County Monaghan - 6 Aug. - 1830

Ditto = - Charles Tottenham, jun. esq. Ballycurry - - 7 May - 1831
William Wigram, esq. London, in room of 5nid} :
Chuarles Tottenham, resigned - B _f1s Aug. 183

* ‘Iherc must have been a Return between these two periods, but it could not be ascertained
on the spot who was the person returned ; it is believed that iv was Major Leigh.




New Ross Town and Environs Development Plan 2011-2017
View of Old Bridge at New Ross
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