
Attendance:MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF ENNISCORTHY HELD IN THE PRESENTATION CENTRE, ENNISCORTHY ON TUESDAY, 
 17TH FEBRUARY at 9.30 a.m.







Councillors:	Cllr. Barbara-Anne Murphy (Cathaoirleach)
	Cllr. Pat Kehoe (Leas-Cathaoirleach)
	Cllr. Aidan Browne
	Cllr. Trish Byrne
	Cllr. John O’Rourke
	Cllr. Jackser Owens
	 
	
Officials:	Ms. Carolyne Godkin, Director of Service
Ms. Claire Lawless, District Manager
Ms. Barbara Nolan, Staff Officer 
Ms. Siobhan Murphy, Executive Scientist.
Mr. David Wall, Executive Planner
Mr. Neville Shaw, Senior Executive Engineer 
Mr. Neil Dempsey, Executive Engineer
Ms. Roseanne Redmond, Senior Staff Officer, Housing,
Ms. Caroline Creane, Senior Staff Officer, Housing Capital 
Mr. Enda Waters, Executive Engineer Special Projects
Mr Tom Banville, Senior Executive Officer, Planning



   On Teams:	Mr Michael Sweeney, Administrative Officer, 
Property Management Section

   Members of the Public	Ms Sarah Kelly



           Sympathies:


The members expressed their sympathy to following: -

· Padhraic Delaney, Housing Section, on the death of his mother Anna May (May) Delaney 
· Barry Hickey, General Operative and retired employee Martin Hickey on the passing of Ann Hickey
· The Furlong family on the sudden passing of Fr Odhran Furlong.


Cathaoirleach Cllr Barbara Anne Murphy called on all assembled to observe a minute’s silence.


Congratulations:

The members expressed their appreciation to WCC staff for all their hard work during the recent flood event.

The members congratulated the Templeshannon Community Centre on their achievement of being granted Family Resource Centre status.   This will be a game changer for Enniscorthy and well deserved after a great application.

The members thanked Mr Neville Shaw, Senior Executive Engineer for his service to the Enniscorthy District and wished him well in his new role.

Cllr Owens praised the fantastic voluntary work of Slaney Search and Rescue during the recent flooding.   Cathaoirleach Cllr Murphy said that the group would be among others honoured at the Civic Reception on 16th April 2026.



1.	Confirmation of Minutes:

1.1.1	Minutes of the January Meeting of the Members of the Municipal District of Enniscorthy – 20th January 2026
		
[bookmark: _Hlk91067182]On the proposal of Cllr O’Rourke, seconded by Cllr Byrne, the Minutes of the January Monthly Meeting of the Members of the Municipal District of Enniscorthy held on 20th January 2026 were adopted by the Council and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

1.1.2	Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Members of the Municipal District of 
Enniscorthy – 10th February 2026

	On the proposal of Cllr O’Rourke, seconded by Cllr Byrne, the Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Members of the Municipal District of Enniscorthy held on 10th February 2026 were adopted by the Council and signed by the Cathaoirleach.



1.2	Matters Arising

Cllr Owens raised the issue of Sunday opening for Chemists in the Enniscorthy area stating that with a population of 12,000 it was not acceptable for people to be without this service on Sundays.   District Manager, Claire Lawless confirmed that she had written to the HSE on this matter and was awaiting a response.	


2.1	Planning

[bookmark: _Hlk99534910]The Planning reports circulated prior to the meeting were noted.   

Executive planner David Wall attended on behalf of planning.  He advised the Members that the closing date for submissions on Variation No 1 of the County Development Plan is 12th March 2026.  The link to the Zoning maps on the Consultation Website is accessible on the Wexford County Council website.

The closing date for submissions on the Part 8 Planning for the Castle Quarter is 25th March 2026.   This has been advertised and the plans are available for inspection in the Market Square office.

	2.1.1	Presentation on TIC and Derelict Sites Updates

The SEO of Planning, Mr Tom Banville updated Members on the Taking in Charge Programme and answered the Members questions and queries particularly in relation to older estates which have not been taken in charge.   Mr Banville advised that the newer estates are more straightforward in terms of taking in charge and some of the older ones have legacy issues and do not meet the criteria.   He confirmed that the programme only refers to residential estates and applies to roads, footpaths and public lighting only.  In relation to a specific query about The Paddocks, Mr Neil Dempsey confirmed that the Council has prepared snag lists and the Developer needs to complete the works before it can be taken in charge.   In relation to estates that have standalone wastewater systems, if it is established that they are not connected to Uisce Eireann the rest of the estate can be taken in charge but the wastewater system would remain the responsibility of the residents.

Mr Banville then gave a presentation on the Derelict Sites.   He answered the Members queries and questions – in particular: -

· Vacant property at 34 Island Road
· Timelines from initial contact to CPO
· Amount of URDF funding actually spent
· Timeline for bringing a property back into use
· How to get properties on the Derelict Sites register

Murphy Floods and Kickham House will be coming off the register.


2.2	Community, Environment, Libraries & Fire Service


The Community, Environment, Libraries and Fire Service reports circulated prior to the meeting were noted and various issues discussed – in particular: -

· Booking system app for Astro Pitch.   
· Financial accounts for Astro Pitch and Parking Situation at Ross Road and surrounding areas.
· Breakdown of bookings for Astro Pitch
· New premises for Slaney Search & Rescue – possible repurposing of existing Fire Station
· Burning of rubbish and outdoor fires – what can be done to prevent this?

The District Manager and Director of Service responded to the Members queries.   The District Manager agreed to follow up with the Wexford Football Alliance.  

It was confirmed that the Director of Service and the District Manager met with Slaney Search & Rescue in December 2024 regarding their premises and were open to looking at ways to support the group and are awaiting their proposal for consideration.  

Executive Scientist, Ms Siobhan Murphy will provide an update on CCTV and regarding the incidents of call outs resulting from burning rubbish.



Cathaoirleach called for a break at 10:25 for tea.   The meeting resumed at 10:42.

Cllr O’Rourke left the meeting at 10:25 am.


[bookmark: _Hlk102898599]2.3	Housing

2.3.1	Housing Acquisitions/Allocations

The reports circulated prior to the meeting were noted.   Senior Staff Officer Roseanne Redmond answered the members queries in particular. 

· Costs involved in turning around vacant properties; 
· Costs involved in energy retrofitting 
· Availability of 4-bed properties; 
· Notifying unsuccessful applicants on Choice Based Letting;  



2.3.2	Housing Capital

The reports circulated prior to the meeting were noted.   Senior Staff Officer Caroline Creane answered the members queries, in particular:- 

· Plans for adapted properties and supported accommodation
· Building where there is capacity rather than based on demand


Cllr Kehoe raised the point that the Council should build in areas where there is capacity and demand will follow.   People will want to live where there are houses.   Ms Creane advised that applicants are encouraged to put as their first choice, where they really want to live.   Otherwise, we don’t know where the demand is.   In terms of CBL, applicants are eligible to express interest in a property in any area, even if it is not their area of choice.


2.4	Municipal District Report

	The District Manager reported on the following items:
· March MD Meeting date change.
· Bunclody CCTV Project
· Enniscorthy Town CCTV Project
· The Amenity & Arts Grants and Residents Associations Grant Scheme 2026 
· Town and Village Building and Land Acquisition Measure 2025- Bunclody
· Town and Village Scheme 2025 Ballyhogue Community Hub
· Heritage Panels Vinegar Hill 
· Promotional Campaign for Wexford Conty Council owned Outdoor Facilities in Enniscorthy Municipal District - Orchard Peace Park, Convent Road, Enniscorthy 
· Enniscorthy St Patricks Day Parade will commence at 3.00pm

· Bunclody St. Patricks Day Parade will commence at 10:30am.  
· Kiltealy St. Patricks Day Parade will start from the Community Hall at 1pm

Civic Reception
The Members of Enniscorthy Municipal District will host an event on Thursday 16th April in the Riverside Park Hotel at 6.30pm to honour the 30th Anniversary of Slaney Search & Rescue, the fiftieth anniversary of Reach Ability and Templeshannon Childcare Centre and the sixtieth anniversary of FDYS.   
The Civic Awards nomination forms have been circulated to the Members.  Closing date for receipt of forms is 10th March.  Recommendations of Sub Committee will be presented to the members for consideration at the March Meeting of the Municipal District.  Presentation of awards at the function in April.  Date for Sub Committee to be confirmed.  

Easter Monday – 2nd April

It has been agreed to proceed with the Easter Monday Event with the celebration of mass in the Cathedral followed by a procession to Market Square where the Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Barbara Anne Murphy will lay a wreath.  Further details along with the running order of the event will be circulated in due course. 

The District Manager answered queries from the Members – in particular: -
· Cllr Owens queried why the request to have the stage on Market Square had not been reflected in the parade route.   The District Manager advised that they had looked at changing the route, but it was not possible to get the larger vehicles up to the Market Square so the stage area will remain at Abbey Square.
· The Enniscorthy CCTV – some of the poles are not suitable for the cameras so we are sourcing mini pillars.  This will delay going live until April.
· Best Window competition – this will be for the district not just Enniscorthy Town.   Cllr Browne pointed out that getting the primary schools involved in the judging process was very successful and that should be done again.



  	2.5	Roads Report.

		The Roads Report circulated prior to the meeting was noted.

Executive Engineer Mr Neil Dempsey advised that crews are out working on clean up and repairs.   The roads are in a serious state of disrepair following the recent bad weather.  The estimated cost of repairs is approximately €2 million and this is on top of the normal roads programme.

Mr Dempsey advised that the Roads section had had a very productive meeting with the Road Policing Unit on what measures can collectively be taken to reduce collisions and speeding.

The Councillors thanked Mr Dempsey and his staff for their efforts during the recent flooding.   The agreed that a significant funding programme will be needed to carry out repairs.   Mr Dempsey acknowledged that there had been a lot of support from engineers and crews from other districts as well as the Enniscorthy Municipal District office staff.

Cllr Byrne asked about a walkability survey from Colaiste Brid as with the amount of students walking down to the town from there it is very dangerous.  Mr Dempsey advised that this should take place soon and could tie in with the development of Spring Valley.

Cllr Kehoe asked what the liability situation was with damage to cars caused by potholes.   They are advised to contact the Insurance Risk Section of WCC.

	
2.7	Flood Defence Report

The report circulated prior to the meeting was noted.  Mr. Enda Waters, Executive Engineer, Special Projects answered the members questions.

All agreed that the recent flooding had been devastating for Enniscorthy and Bunclody and for businesses and residences alike.  While the risk of flooding will always be there, interim mitigating measures are of vital importance until the flood defence system is implemented.   Everything needs to be looked at including pumping, inflatable flood barriers and planting.   Monitoring is very important and gauges have been installed at bridges.   The Fire Station in Bunclody is being used as a store for sandbags which have been renewed.   Communication between all parties is very important in building resilience.

Mr Waters confirmed that a draft suitability questionnaire for the tender process for the Flood Defence Scheme is being reviewed by the Engineer and then the OPW.  He will keep the members informed of progress.

	
[bookmark: _Hlk137043840]	2.7	Special Projects.

The report circulated prior to the meeting was noted.   

Cllr Owens expressed disappointment that the My Sport business owner had not been informed of the CPO process until after the plans had been released.

Concerns were expressed about the disruption resulting from the construction process for the Castle Quarter project and how will this be managed.

	
3.	Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Municipal District Members.

3.1	S183 – Recommendation in relation to transfer of land at Cherryorchard, 
Enniscorthy

	On the proposal of Cllr Byrne, seconded by Cllr Kehoe, the S183 recommendation was approved by the Members.
	
		
4. Correspondence

Correspondence received from the Mayor of Blacktown commiserating on the recent devastation caused by the flooding.

1. Any Other Business

The Members had received a letter from residents at Cloney Park, Davidstown regarding an ongoing flooding issue at the rear of some properties.  Mr Neville Shaw outlined his response letter to the residents which documented what had been done so far in response to this issue.  He advised that the source of blockage needs to be properly located before the remedial works can take place.   Mr Dempsey to follow up.

A discussion took place about the Athenaeum.   The Director of Services advised that some informal discussions have taken place, and it will be discussed further with the Chief Executive.   While it is possible that it may happen in the future, it is premature at this stage.   She pointed out that the Council does currently grant aid the facility and has carried out upgrades at the premises.


  

This concluded matters at 11:57 am




Barbara-Anne Murphy					24th March 2026
___________________________				___________________  
CATHAOIRLEACH								DATE  
