
Attendance:MINUTES OF THE MARCH MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF ENNISCORTHY HELD IN THE PRESENTATION CENTRE, ENNISCORTHY ON TUESDAY, 
 24TH MARCH AT 9:30 AM







Councillors:	Cllr. Barbara-Anne Murphy (Cathaoirleach)
	Cllr. Pat Kehoe (Leas-Cathaoirleach)
	Cllr. Aidan Browne
	Cllr. Trish Byrne
	Cllr. John O’Rourke
	Cllr. Jackser Owens
	 
	
Officials:	Ms. Carolyne Godkin, Director of Service
Ms. Claire Lawless, District Manager
Ms. Barbara Nolan, Staff Officer 
Ms. Siobhan Murphy, Executive Scientist.
Mr. Neil Dempsey, Executive Engineer
Mr. Enda Waters, Executive Engineer Special Projects



   On Teams:	Ms. Roseanne Redmond, Senior Staff Officer, Housing,

   Apologies:	Ms. Caroline Creane, Senior Staff Officer, Housing Capital
Mr. David Wall, Executive Planner

	 


           Sympathies:


The members expressed their sympathy to following: -

· Paul Conlon, Traffic Warden Enniscorthy on the passing of his father Padraig Conlon



Congratulations:

The members expressed their congratulations to the following
· Enniscorthy Tidy Towns on their work on the Riverside Walk particularly the recent addition of the beautiful tree carving incorporating various emblems of Ennscorthy.   
· All the volunteers involved in great work on the St Patrick’s Day Parades in Bunclody, Kiltealy and Enniscorthy.
· Dannan Long, Kiltealy on his recent success at 100 metres 
· Mia Whelan on her recent success at the Boston Championship 
· JJ Slevin, Caim, on his recent win at Cheltenham.


1.	Confirmation of Minutes:

1.1.1	Minutes of the February Meeting of the Members of the Municipal District of Enniscorthy – 20th February 2026
		
[bookmark: _Hlk91067182]On the proposal of Cllr O’Rourke, seconded by Cllr Byrne, the Minutes of the February Monthly Meeting of the Members of the Municipal District of Enniscorthy held on 20th February 2026 were adopted by the Council and signed by the Cathaoirleach.



1.2	Matters Arising

	The Members raised the following concerns
	 

· Lack of progress on his request that Minister Jennifer Murnane O’Connor visit the Enniscorthy District with a view to the HSE setting up a Drug Rehabilitation Centre along the lines of Cuain Mhuire. 
· Update on Columbarium Wall
· Update on of Sunday Opening for Chemists

The District Manager said that she will reach out again through different channels. 

The District Manager will write to the Pharmacies in Enniscorthy to request that they set up a rota for Sundays.   

Cllr Kehoe suggested that as the Pharmacies are participating in the Drug Refund Scheme they can be compelled to open by the HSE.    He suggested that a motion be brought to the main Council meeting in this regard.	


2.1	Planning

[bookmark: _Hlk99534910]The Planning reports circulated prior to the meeting were noted.   

As Mr Wall was not present the members agreed to contact him directly on any matters arising from the report.


	
2.2	Community, Environment, Libraries & Fire Service


The Community, Environment, Libraries and Fire Service reports circulated prior to the meeting were noted and various issues discussed – in particular: -

· Request for plant-based food be used at events    Executive Scientist, Ms Siobhan Murphy to raise this issue with the Climate Action Team
· Skate Park for Enniscorthy – provision for a Skate Park is included in the Part 8 plan for the new park at Turret Rocks
· Fly tipping on roadsides and dumping at Edermine.    Ms Murphy agreed to pass this on to Holmestown.   She stressed that in all cases the Council must take an evidence-based approach.  If there is nothing to identify the culprits, then it isn’t possible to prosecute and clean-up is organised.   Stats on fines and prosecutions are included in the monthly report. 
· Cathaoirleach Cllr Murphy welcomed the fact that the Fire Service has its full complement of staff.
· Cllr Murphy praised the work of the library service and pointed out that they are running lots of free children’s events over the Easter break.



[bookmark: _Hlk102898599]2.3	Housing

2.3.1	Housing Acquisitions/Allocations & 2.3.2 Housing Capital

The reports circulated prior to the meeting were noted.   Senior Staff Officer Roseanne Redmond answered the members queries, in particular: -

· Need for 4-bed & 2-bed properties 
· Notifications for unsuccessful applicants on CBL
· Timeframe for Planning for The Lyre

CBL has now been enhanced so that an email is generated to advise applicants who have been unsuccessful.   It is imperative that email contact details are correct.   The Members should encourage people to contact their Area Housing Officers to ensure that the correct contact details are recorded.

Ms Redmond will revert to Ms Caroline Creane on the query about The Lyre. 

Cllr Murphy asked that the members be updated on what’s in the pipeline for delivery in 2027.



2.4	Municipal District Report

	The District Manager reported on the following items:

· Blacktown City Delegation Visit
· Bunclody Parking Bye-Laws
· Bunclody CCTV Project
· Enniscorthy Town CCTV Project
· The Amenity & Arts Grants and Residents Associations Grant Scheme 2026 
· Town and Village Scheme 2025 Ballyhogue Community Hub
· Heritage Panels Vinegar Hill
· Pilot Enniscorthy Digital Retail Village Launch – Tap Retail 
· Civic Awards Night
· Easter Monday – 2nd April

· Funding Opportunities – CLAR Funding 2026

The Members praised the addition of the new information panels on Vinegar Hill.   
Cllr O’Rourke asked about the possibility of installing directional signs at the viewing point at Vinegar Hill to indicate other landmarks in the area.   This could be built into the stonework to make a nice feature, and it would ultimately enhance the visitor experience.   The members agreed that this would be a good development.   Cllr O’Rourke suggested that the TYs, who have been working very productively with the Community Alliance, could perhaps get involved in this as a project.
The Members welcomed the extension of the CLÁR programme for 2026.   It is a great opportunity for Community Groups, and they should be encouraged to apply.


  	2.5	Roads Report.

		The Roads Report circulated prior to the meeting was noted.
Executive Engineer, Mr Neil Dempsey answered questions and queries from the Members, in particular: -

· Repairs to Esmonde Road, Barrack Street and Parnell Road
· Emergency Funding for Flooding Repairs and Other Funding
· 3-year road programme
· Interim flood measures – who will be doing works
· Update on Walkability Survey at Colaiste Brid – possibility of temporary bollards to prevent parking at blackspots
· Works at Galbally
· Parking in Ferns
· Bollards at the Duffry Gate
· Walkability Survey in Bunclody
· N80 in Bunclody


Cathaoirleach called for a break at 10:40 for tea.   The meeting resumed at 10:56.
		
At this point, Senior Executive Engineer Special Projects, Mr Sean Meyler joined the meeting.


2.7	Flood Defence Report

The report circulated prior to the meeting was noted.  Mr. Sean Meyler, Senior Executive Engineer Special Projects and Mr. Enda Waters, Executive Engineer, Special Projects answered the members questions.  

The Executive Engineer advised that the closing date for submissions for the procurement of Consultants for Phase 2 has been extended to 17th April 2026

The Members sought confirmation that the proposed height for the river walls was still 1.6 metres.   The Senior Executive Engineer advised that nothing is confirmed in this regard.   
Phase 1 (construction of new bridge and removal of Seamus Rafter Bridge) should progress quickly as the concept is agreed.   

Phase 2 will involve looking at all options and could involve a higher barrier with no dredging or a lower barrier with dredging.   Barriers and/or storing of water upstream can also be looked at.   The entire catchment of the Slaney needs to be considered.   However, all are agreed that the removal of the bridge will help.

Cllr Murphy advised that Dr Mary Bourke from TCD who is a Flood Mitigation Expert, will be attending the next Environment SPC in April and more information on environmental impact of flood measures could be gained. 

The Members requested an update on businesses and residents waiting to receive relief funding from the Irish Red Cross.   Director of Service to revert to the Members on this query.  
	
[bookmark: _Hlk137043840]	2.7	Special Projects.

The report circulated prior to the meeting was noted.   

A discussion took place on the recently announced Towns and Cities Regeneration Investment Fund (TCRIF), formerly URDF, has been announced and Special Projects will be putting forward Market Square Town Centre Project and Phase 1 Castle Quarter for funding.

The Members expressed their disappointment that Templeshannon is not being put forward for TCRIF.  All the members agreed that it was not acceptable that Templeshannon be pushed back again.

Mr Meyler advised that they have to put forward projects that will be shovel ready for September 2027 and are “transformative”.   There is potentially €9 million available for Enniscorthy.   Templeshannon does not have Planning, and he stressed again that any successful project must be transformative and removing overhead cables and working on pavements is not transformative.   He said that it was best to focus on the Market Square area and work outwards from there.

Director of Services, Carolyne Godkin advised the members that they had made their position clear and that she and Special Projects would take that away and get clarity on what can be done

The Members also queried applications to be submitted for Rural Regeneration Development Fund recently announced.  

It was agreed to hold a Special Meeting on Thursday 16th April to discuss this further.  

	
3.	Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Municipal District Members.

3.1	S183 – Recommendation for disposal of property at 11 Irish Street.

	On the proposal of Cllr O’Rourke, seconded by Cllr Kehoe, the S183 recommendation was approved by the Members.
	
		
4. Correspondence

	None

5. Any Other Business

Nominations for Civic Recognition/Reception 
On the proposal of Cllr Kehoe, seconded by Cllr Owens, the nominations for Civic Recognition were approved by the Members.

	Arts & Amenity Grants 

On the proposal of Cllr O’Rourke, seconded by Cllr Byrne the allocations for the Arts & Amenity Grants 2026 were approved by the members.

	Residents’ Association Grants 

On the proposal of Cllr O’Rourke, seconded by Cllr Byrne, the allocations for the Residents’ Association Grants were approved by the members.

Cathaoirleach Cllr Murphy advised that arrangements are underway to meet with Tullow Municipal District, date to be confirmed in May to discuss matters of concern for both districts.





On the proposal of Cllr Browne and seconded by Cllr Kehoe it was agreed to go to “In Committee” at this juncture to discuss Shannon Soccer Club.   The members of the press left the meeting
  

This concluded matters at 11:40 am




Barbara Anne Murphy					21st April 2026
___________________________				___________________  
CATHAOIRLEACH								DATE  
