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Mr. Culleton - I have been asked also to inquire if 

that means that only trades union labour be employed -

where the Government is giving any proportion of the grant. 

The County Surveyor said there was nothing in the 

Government regulations governing this work about trades 

union labour. 

FETHARD-BALLYCULlANE ROAD 

Mr. Colfer referred to road from Fethard to Ballycul~ 

abd said it was in a very bad condition. 

Chairman - A verY,very bad road. 

Mr. Colfer said the road was in a terrible condition 
• 

at present, and he thought that a memorial was being 

prepared for submission to the Council. As they failed 

to get the road into a Grant Scheme he intended to give 

notice of motion that a loan be obtained for its improvement 

The County Surveyor said they did a little bit on the 

road under Relief Grant. 

The notice of motion was accepted, the County Surveyor 

to find out the amount that would be required. 

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCES 

On the motion of Miss O'Ryan, seconded by Mr. Sean 

Murphy, the following resolution waS adopted:-

nThat Renewal of Licences under Poisons and Pharmacy 
, 

Act be granted the following:-

1. Gerald Murphy, Tacumshane. 

2. John McNamara (Messrs. McCormack & Hegarty) 

Merchants, Quay, Wexford. 

3. Michael R. Moran, Enniscorthy. 

4. John Whelan, Irish Street, Bunclody. 

5. Robert Butler, St. Ivers, Broadway. 
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CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS TEA VELLING EXPENSES OF MEMBERS 

The tollowing resolution was received from Wick low 

Board of Hea Ith and Public Assistance:-

"That the M1nister tor Local Government and Public 

Health be requested to introduce legislation to amend 

Section 63 of the Local Government Act, 1925, so as to 

enable members of Local Authorities and Committees thereof 

to be paid expenses in respect of travelling trom their 

residences to places of meeting and back to their residence 

after attendance at such meetings, together with a reaS~4C~ 

'allowance for sustenance; non-attendance at three-fourths 

of meetings by reason of illness not ~ debar members from 

payment in respect of meetings actually attended by them." 

The Chairman stated that the Minister for Local 

Govel"nment and Public Health was taking action as regards 

, the re-adJustment of present arrangements for payment of 

contributions to ards travelling expenses of members. 

It was decided that the County Secretary communiCate 

with Wicklow County Board of Health and Public Assistance 

and inform them of the Chairman's observations. 

SAFETY FIRST 

The TraffiC and II Safety First" Association of Ireland, 

19 Kildare Street, Dublin, torwarded the follOWing resolu

tion which was adopted on the motion of Miss O'Ryan, second 

ed b~ Mr. Smyth:-

"That this Council make a special appeal for the year 

1939 to all users of public highways within our Jurisdict 

to exercise every care tor their own personal sefety; 

every consideration for the satety of others; and endea~~"~· 

to ensure they will not be the cause or the victim of an 

accident during this year." 

Mr. Smyth said it would be ot considerable advantage 

if instructions could be issued to the Schools and the 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



, 

, 

Gardai warning school children - particularly when school 

was Just closed for the day - to keep to the left side 

of the road. 

It was decided to ask the Traffic and "Safety First" 

Association of Ireland if they could put the suggestion 

of Mr. Smyth into force. 

" 

.. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



, 

. . 

WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING - 20th JANUARY 1939 

.. 

County Hall, 
WEXFORD. 

INUTES 

N. J. FRIZELLE , 
Secretary Wexford County Council. 
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By d1rections of the Ohairman, Mr. D. Allen, T. D., a 

special meeting of the Wexford County Council was held in 

County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 20th 

January, 1939, to consider the position of County Medical 

Officer of Health. 

Mr: D. Allen, T.D., Chairman, presided; also present, 

Messrs. J. J. Bowe, Patrick Colfer, Richard Corish, 

Christopher Culleton, Raymond Doyle, W. P. Keegan, John P. 

Kelly, William Kinsella, James Lawler, Thomas McCarthy, 

Sean Murphy, Sean 0 1 Byrne, Miss N. 0 1 Ryan and Patrick Ronan. 

The Secretary and County Solicitor were also in 

attendance • 
.. 

The following, under date 7th January, 1939, (P.H.68/ 

4/39) was read from Department of Local Government and 

Public Health:-

II I am directed by the mister for Local Government 

and Public Health to forward, for the information of the 

Wexford County CounCil, the accompanying copy of a communi

cation addressed to essrs. Hayes and Sons, SoliCitors, 

Dublin, in reply to a letter received from them transmitting 

copy of Dr. Bastible's letter of the 6th instant addressed 

to the County Council." 

The following under date 7th January 1939 (P.H.68/4/ 

39 Loch Garmap) is copy of the letter addressed to Messrs. 

Hayes & Sons, Solicitors for Dr. Bastible, County Medical 
• 

Officer and referred to in the forgoing communication:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government an 

public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 6th instant and copy of a letter addressed by Dr. C. 

Bastible to the Wexford County Council tendering his resig

nation as County Medical Officer of Health. In reply, I 

'am to po.int out that during the discussion at this office 
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on yesterday with your representative Mr. Hurley , Solid1t~ , 

it was intimated to him that an officer cannot resign his 

office while suspended therefrom, and that any proposal of 

Dr. Bastible to resign could only be conditional upon , and 

should take effect from, the removal of his suspension from 

office ~y the Minister , should he so decide . 

A copy of this letter is being sent to the County 

Council." 

The following, under date 6th January, 1939, was read 

from Dr. Bastible, County edical Officer of Health: -

"Having given careful consideration to the effect 

which my suspension must have on my future relations with 

members of our Council and with employees of the various 

Local Authorities who are under my control, I feel that it 

would be impossible for me to continue my duties as County 

; Medical Officer of Health, even though (as I anticipate) 

the Inquiry, directed by the Minister should result in my 

favour. 

Having come to this conclusion, it seems to me that, 

with a view to saving further expense to a ll concerned, I 

should at once inform the Council of my decision to resign . 

Accordingly, without making any admission as regards 

the charges made against me, I tender my resignation as 

County edical Officer of Health." 

The following under date 9th January, was read from - , 
Dr. C. Bastible, County Medical Officer, 50 Hannaville 

Park , Terenure, Dublin: -

"With reference to my letter of the 6th instant 

tendering my resignation of the office of County edical 

Officer of Health, I am informed that it is the view of the 

Department of Local Government and public Health that an 

, officer cannot resign his office while suspended therefrom. I 

It is to be understood then, that my proposal to 

resign is conditional upon, and is to take effect from, the 
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removal of my suspension from office by the inister, if 

he should so desire." 

~ne following, under date 12th January 1939, was read 

from Dr. Bastible from his Dublin address:-

"With reference to my letters of the 6th and 9th 

instant, while, as I have already mentioned, I do not admit 

the charges made against me, I realise they were not made 

by the County Council lightly or without due consideration. 

An acceptance of my resignation (whe.ther or not 

coupled with a request to the Minister to determine my 

Suspension w~th a view to making my resignation effective) 

would not be regarded by me as a withdrawal of the charges~ 

Under date 13th January 1939, the following letter 

(No. P.H.69/9/39-wch Garman Sc) was read from Department 

of Local Government and Public Health:-

nWith reference to your letters of the 9th and 10th 

instant, regarding the suspension of Dr. Christopher 

Bastible from his office of County Medical Officer of 

Health for Wexford County, I am directed by the Minister 

for Local Government and Public Health to state, for the 

information of the Wexford County CounCil, that in 

compliance with a request from Dr. Bastible's SoliCitors, 

the Minister his agreed to a further postponement to the 

• 25th instant of the Sworn Inqury into the charges made 

against Dr. Bastible b.Y the County Council. n . 

The following resolution was moved by Mr. McCarthy 

and seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That the County Secretary, having received a letter 

from Dr. Bastible in which he sets out he would not regard 

the acceptance of his reSignation as County Medical Officer 

of Health by the Wexford County Council as a withdrawal of 

th~charges formulated against him, the said County Council 

hereby accepts the reSignation as County Medical Officer of 
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Health tendered by Dr. Bastible in his letters of the 

6th day of January, 1939, and 9th day of January, 1939, 
• 

to the Secretary of said Council, said resignation to take 

effect as .Jrom the date upon which the II inister for Local 

Government and Public Health terminates the suspension of 
" Dr. Bastible, should the inister so decide. 

In the circumstances, as far as the County Council 

are concerned, they will not press for the holding of a 

Sworn Inquiry into said charges." 

The resolution was then put and adopted, Mr. O'Byrne 

(who believed t e Sworn Inquiry should be held) dissenting. 

, 

, 

• 

• 
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